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3 Site Description 

 

3.1 Location 

Lindeman Island is one of 74 islands in the Whitsunday Island Group located north of Mackay and east of Airlie 

Beach (refer to Map 3-1).  The islands form part of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area (GBRWHA), a 

system which extends more than 2,300 kilometres and covers an area of 344,400 square kilometres.   The 

Whitsunday Islands are a popular tourist destination for travellers to Queensland and the Great Barrier Reef 

with the area being one of the most popular yachting destinations in the Southern Hemisphere.  The Island is 

located approximately 35 kilometres south east from Shute Harbour on the mainland and some 13 kilometres 

from Hamilton Island (refer to Map 3-2).  The Island is located in close proximity to Little Lindeman and 

Pentecost Islands to the north, Shaw Island to the east, Seaforth Island to the south and Sidney Reef and the 

mainland (Conway National Park) to the west.  The Island has an area of approximately 637 hectares with 

resort leases consisting of an area of 138.17 hectares, with the balance of the Island declared National Park 

(refer to Map 3-3).    Lindeman Island is located within the jurisdiction of Mackay Regional Council. 

Lindeman Island has seven beaches, with the beach located to the south of the existing resort referred to as 

Home Beach.  Home Beach is generally only useable at high tide and is often affected by strong south-east 

winds.  The other beaches on the Island are located within the National Park and include Coconut Beach, Boat 

Port, Gap Beach, Turtle Bay, Plantation Bay and an un-named beach to the east of Plantation Bay.  The 

highest point on the Island is Mount Oldfield at 212 metres and is located to the east of the airstrip.  Gap Creek 

Dam, located to the north-west of the existing resort is the only permanent water source on the Island with all 

other creeks and streams being ephemeral.  

The existing disused resort buildings are concentrated on the south-western portion of the island adjacent to 

Home Beach.  The accommodation was located in 14 wings with a large central facilities building that housed 

the main restaurant, bars and entertainment facilities. The reception was located further up the hill with 

Nicholson’s Restaurant, conference rooms and staff accommodation located on the plateau above the resort.  

All the island support services, including power generation plant, sewage treatment works, water filtration and 

general maintenance, fuel stores and back of house facilities, are also on the plateau.  A grassed unlicensed 

airstrip is also situated on the plateau and is used by charter aircraft from the mainland and Hamilton Island 

(refer to Map 3-3 and Map 3-4).     

Addendum: This EIS was initially prepared assuming that the safe harbour was to be part of the Great Barrier 

Reef Resort project.  With the commencement of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s (GBRMPA) 

Dredging Coral Reef Habitat Policy (2016), further impacts on Great Barrier Reef coral reef habitats from yet 

more bleaching, and the recent impacts from Tropical Cyclone Debbie, the proponent no longer seeks 

assessment and approval to construct a safe harbour at Lindeman Island.  Instead the proponent seeks 

assessment and approval for upgrades to the existing jetty and additional moorings in sheltered locations 

around the island to enable the resort’s marine craft to obtain safe shelter under a range of wind and wave 

conditions.  Accordingly, remaining references to, and images of, a safe harbour on various figures and maps 

in the EIS are no longer current.  
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