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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Northern Network Alliance (NNA) has commissioned Queensland Fauna 
Consultancy to conduct endangered, vulnerable and rare (EVR) species 
investigations and provide fauna habitat assessment within the proposed alignment 
of the Northern Pipeline Interconnector (NPI) Stage 2.  
 
The NPI Stage 2 project is the second phase of a water delivery initiative aimed at 
supplying further water resource between Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast. The 
project intends to connect current water storage facilities with a view to transporting 
water via an underground pipeline network.  
 
The proposed alignment traverses a range of habitats primarily within existing 
cleared electricity delivery easements from Palmwoods north to Yandina within the 
Maroochy Shire Council district. Investigation results discussed within this report aim 
to provide information regarding EVR fauna species with regards to mitigating 
potential impacts to existing habitats required for the long term persistence of 
significant species within and adjacent to the project area. 
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2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Field Investigations Approach 
 
A number of considerations were made to determine the approach of field 
investigations for EVR species potentially occurring along the proposed alignment. 
These include: 

• Results of database searches for EVR species listed under the provisions of 
the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) 
and the Nature conservation Act 1992 (NCA); 

• Literature, desktop searches and results of previous field investigation efforts 
relevant to potential EVR species;  

• Desktop review of Regional Ecosystem (RE) mapping; 
• Field investigation of vegetation communities present; 
• Detectability of species determined to utilise the project area; 
• Presence of seasonal and/or migratory EVR species ; 
• Range requirements specific to individual species. 

 
Initial investigative efforts were directed at evaluation of vegetation communities and 
geomorphologic features detected during analysis of aerial images of the proposed 
alignment. Further in field assessments were made where imagery failed to highlight 
localities consistent with target species. Those localities deemed conducive to target 
EVR species were investigated with methods aimed at determination of existing 
presence or absence.  
 
Where species where not detected during targeted investigations an assessment 
would be made based on existing geomorphologic and vegetative features as to the 
likely presence of identified species. Specific features are noted within site 
summations. 
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Table 2-1  EVR species determined likely to occur within the project area. 
 
(A comprehensive list of species considered for the project area through database searches is provided in Section 4.1) 
 
E = Endangered, V = Vulnerable, R = Rare, CS = Culturally Significant 
 

Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Field investigation approach 

Insects 
Ornithoptera richmondia 

Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 

- V Determination of localities where favoured food plant is located;  
Incidental observation in suitable habitat. 

Amphibians 

Adelotus brevis 

Tusked Frog 

- V Call recognition; 
Targeted nocturnal survey; 
Incidental observation in suitable habitat. 
 

Mixophyes iteratus  

Giant Barred Frog 

E E Call recognition;  
Targeted nocturnal survey; 
Incidental observation in suitable habitat. 
 

Reptiles 

Eroticoscincus graciloides 

Elf Skink 

- R Inspection of suitable microhabitat. 

Birds 

Accipiter novaehollandiae 

Grey Goshawk 

- R Aerial observation for soaring birds; 
Incidental observation during other field investigations. 

Calyptorhynchus lathami 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 

E V Observation of known food trees (Casuarina sp.); 
Inspection of fallen Casuarina cones for distinctive chew markings; 
Incidental observation during other field investigations. 
 

Rallus pectoralis 

Lewin's Rail 

 

- R Inspection of suitable wetland habitat 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Field investigation approach 

Mammals 

Ornithorhynchus anatinus 

Platypus 

- CS Observation of suitable aquatic habitat; 
Bank inspection for burrow entrances. 

Phascolarctos cinereus  

Koala (SE Qld bioregion) 

- V Observation of eucalypt vegetation communities; 
Trace identification survey (scats and scratches)  

Pteropus poliocephalus  

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

V V Observation of suitable habitat for potential camps; 
Incidental observation during nocturnal field investigations. 

Tachyglossus aculeatus 

Short-beaked Echidna 

- CS Incidental observation during other field investigations. 
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3 FIELD INVESTIGATION METHODS 
 
Field investigations of the proposed alignment were conducted from 30th of January 
to the 4th of February 2008. Efforts were primarily concentrated at previously 
determined Fauna Habitat Assessment (FHA) localities with further investigation of 
other potential habitat determined in the field. 
 
A total of 15 FHA sites were assessed during field observations. The location of each 
site is shown in figures 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5 & 3.6.  
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Figure 3.1: NNA Map B2a. 
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Figure 3.2: NNA Map B3a. 
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Figure 3.3: NNA Map B4a. 
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Figure 3.4: NNA Map B5c. 
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Figure 3.5: NNA Map B5b. 
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 Figure 3.6: NNA Map B6a. 
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3.1 Habitat and EVR Species Assessment  
Diurnal traverses were conducted to determine the specific habitat values at each 
location and further assess the potential impact the proposed alignment will have on 
immediate and adjacent habitats. Habitat assessments included identification of 
terrestrial and aquatic habitat values to define the suitability of each location to each 
of the target species. The scope of fauna searches was determined by the potential 
impact the construction activities would have on suitable habitat specific to individual 
species. 

3.2 Fauna Survey Methods 
 
The following survey methods were applied in an effort to detect species determined 
to be potentially present at each location. 

3.2.1 Frog transects 
 
Frog transects were conducted incorporating a variation to the survey methodology 
as described in Parris et al (1999). Nocturnal audio visual searches were conducted 
from banks. Prevailing stream conditions (i.e. high flow) did not allow for instream 
assessment activities. Intermittent “stations” were assigned approximately 50 metres 
apart where disturbance was kept to a minimum and audible recognition of calls was 
determined. Searches were conducted approximately 100 metres upstream and 200 
metres downstream of the proposed NPI alignment. These consisted of one or more 
of the following techniques. 
 
Call recognition. 
The identification of calling frogs was determined by way of recognition of calls 
specific to individual species.  
 
Call broadcasting 
A species specific call is broadcast by way of a recorded call from an MP3 player 
connected to a Toa megaphone (model no: ER-1212S) in an attempt to illicit a 
response from the target frog species.  
 
Active diurnal searching  
Active searches were conducted of areas deemed potential habitat along the 
intended alignment and in adjacent habitat during the day in areas considered 
significant for target species. Where applicable ground debris or leaf litter may be 
disturbed to further locate inactive frogs. 
 

3.2.2 Bird Survey 
 
Targeted bird survey was focused on the three identified listed species for the 
alignment namely the Glossy Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami), Powerful 
Owl (Ninox strenua), Sooty Owl (Tyto tenebricosa) and the Lewin’s Rail (Rallus 
pectoralis). Not all methods were applied to all species. 
 
Call recognition 
The identification of calling birds was determined by way of recognition of calls 
specific to individual species.  
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Call broadcasting 
A species specific call is broadcast by way of a recorded call from an MP3 player 
connected to a Toa megaphone (model no: ER-1212S) in an attempt to illicit a 
response from the target bird.  
 
Active searching  
Active searches were conducted of areas deemed potential habitat along the 
intended alignment and in adjacent habitat during the day in areas considered 
significant for target species.  
 
Trace identification 
The use of a particular area by certain bird species can often be determined via the 
identification of various traces specific to an individual species. Ground searches for 
evidence of feeding at localities with stands of Black She-Oak (Allocasuarina 
littoralis) and Forest Oak (Allocasuarina torulosa) for Glossy Black Cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus lathami) were conducted.  
 

3.2.3 Koala Survey 
 
Although the current status of the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) within Queensland 
is vulnerable, this iconic species is afforded extended legislative protection within the 
proposed alignment footprint.  
 
Active searching  
Active searches were conducted of areas deemed potential habitat along the 
intended alignment and in adjacent habitat during the day in areas considered 
significant for target species.  
 
Trace identification 
The use of a particular area by the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) can often be 
determined via the identification of various traces specific to the species. During this 
survey target traces were pellet identification and indicative scratches at the base of 
and on the trunks of trees. Also noted was the location of food trees considered 
favourable to the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus). 
 

3.2.4 Reptile Survey 
 
Active searching  
Active searches were conducted of areas deemed potential habitat along the 
intended alignment and in adjacent habitat during the day in areas considered 
significant for target species. Inspection of ground debris such as leaf litter, bark 
exfoliates, fallen timber, rock and human litter was conducted.   

3.3 Field Investigation Limitations. 
 
Investigations were limited to a period of time inclusive of 5.5 consecutive days from 
January 30 to February 4, 2008. This timeframe is viewed as a mid summer 
snapshot and may only represent EVR species movements consistent with this time 
of year.  
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Detectability of species may or may not be facilitated by the timing of investigative 
efforts. Seasonal movements of species are not represented within the scope of this 
survey effort and may only reflect species conducive to the area at the current time of 
year.  
 
Significant rainfall events prior and during survey efforts resulted in sub-optimal 
conditions for diurnal and nocturnal activities therefore compromising targeted EVR 
species searches. Prevailing weather conditions were highly variable throughout 
investigations and would have impacted the movement and presence of target 
species. Assessment of aquatic habitat features indicative of EVR frog species were 
not achievable as stream heights well exceeded base flow parameters.  
 

4 EVR SPECIES 
 
The project area contains EVR species listed under the provisions of the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) and the 
Nature conservation Act 1992 (NCA). Database searches specific to the project area 
were supplied by SRWPA which included results from the EPBC Online Protected 
Matters Search Tool and the EPA’s Wildlife Online database (see appendices for 
database searches).   
 
Evaluation as to the likelihood of occurrence of species identified in these searches 
was based on assessment of habitat types represented throughout the project area. 
Further assessment was made regarding the condition of habitats present and the 
suitability of these localities to support target species. 
 
The results of these evaluations are presented in Table 4.1. 
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4.1 EVR Species Evaluations 
 
Table 4.1 EVR fauna species recorded from Project Area and the likelihood of occurrence within the project area 
 
E – Endangered, V – Vulnerable, R – Rare 
 

Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the project 
area  

Insects 
Argyreus hyperbius inconstans 

Australian Fritillary 

- E Limited to open sedgeland, wetlands & swamps in 
coastal areas of SE Qld & Northern NSW where small, 
herbaceous, larval food plant (Viola betonicifolia) is 
found (Braby 2004). 
 

Unlikely 
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 
 

Phyllodes imperialis (southern subsp)   

Imperial Fruit-sucking Moth  

E - Only known from 5-6 locations in SE Qld & Northern 
NSW. Requires undisturbed old growth subtropical 
rainforest where the vine, Carronia multisepalea, grows 
(Sands 1999). 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations.  The specific 
nature of vegetative growth required by 
this species sees only one confirmed 
breeding locality in SEQ. 
 

Ornithoptera richmondia 

Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 

- V Range restricted to East of Great Dividing Range in 
Northern NSW & SE Qld. Subtropical rainforest, littoral 
rainforest and riparian gallery rainforest in both lowland 
& upland areas, mainly on volcanic soils.  Larval food 
plant (Pararistolochia praevenosa) vine (Braby 2004). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
is known from a tributary of Petrie Creek 
to the east of the Bruce Hwy at Nambour 
(BAAM 2007). Rehabilitation of nearby 
areas by local landcare groups is believed 
to include the favoured food plant 
Pararistolochia praevenosa and may 
assist the further proliferation of the 
species. 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the project 
area  

Amphibians 

Adelotus brevis 

Tusked Frog 

- V Range restricted to East of Great Dividing Range from 
central coast of Qld to central coast of NSW. Monotypic 
species found near water in rainforest, vine forest, wet 
sclerophyll forest & sometimes flooded grassland 
(Ingram & Raven 1991; Cogger 2000). 

Present 
 
Located at numerous sites within the 
proposed alignment. Most commonly 
encountered in localities where vegetation 
clearance had removed the canopy within 
the existing easement allowing for heavy 
weed intrusion on riparian margins. Only 
species to be represented with Essential 
Habitat Mapping along the proposed 
alignment.  
  

Assa darlingtoni 

Pouched Frog 

- R Monotypic species restricted to coastal ranges of SE 
Qld & Northern NSW border region. Inhabits damp leaf-
litter & ground debris in rain-, Antarctic beech & wet 
sclerophyll forest, generally at cooler, higher altitude 
(Robinson 1993; Cogger 2000). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Crinia tinnula 

Wallum Froglet 

- V Coastal areas of SE Qld & Northern NSW. Confined to 
low pH (acid) paperbark & sedge swamps of the 
‘wallum’ vegetation type (Robinson 1993; Cogger 
2000). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 
 

Litoria brevipalmata 

Green-thighed Frog 

- R Patchy distribution restricted to Northern NSW & SE 
Qld. Rainforest & wet sclerophyll forest & sometimes 
flooded areas bordering forest when surface water 
present after rain. Generally in denser vegetation, leaf-
litter & ground debris (Hines et al 1999; Cogger 2000). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations the species may occur 
within low-lying seasonally inundated 
eucalypt habitats.  

Litoria freycineti 

Wallum Rocketfrog, Freycinet’s Frog 

- V Distributed across coastal regions of NSW to south-
eastern Qld. Usually encountered after rain in spring 
and summer after rain within a wide variety of heath 
and forest habitats (Robinson 1993; Cogger 2000). 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the project 
area  

Litoria olongburensis 

Wallum Sedge Frog 

- V Found throughout North-eastern NSW and south-
eastern Qld. Usually found on emergent vegetation and 
reeds within swampy or marshy lowland “wallum” 
habitats (Cogger 2000).  

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Litoria pearsoniana 

Cascade Treefrog 

- V Inhabits streams in rainforest and adjacent wet 
sclerophyll forest at elevations of 200 - 1000m in south-
eastern Queensland and north-eastern New South 
Wales. Prefers shaded rainforest gullies in association 
with fast flowing rocky streams where it can be found 
under stones at the waters edge (Straughan 1968; 
Covacevich & McDonald 1993; Barker et al 1995; Hines 
et al 1999). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 
 

Mixophyes iteratus  

Giant Barred Frog 

E E Range restricted to East of Great Dividing Range from 
SE Qld coast to central coast of NSW. Terrestrial. 
Found in rain-, Antarctic beech & wet sclerophyll forest 
with permanent flowing creeks with overhanging, 
vegetated banks (Covacevich & McDonald 1993; 
Robinson 1993; Cogger 2000). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present at a number of 
localities.  

Reptiles 

Acanthophis antarcticus 

 

Common Death Adder 

- R Throughout continental Australia except central desert 
regions, Vic, south eastern NSW. In Queensland found 
throughout with the exception of Cape York Peninsula 
and central south west. Habitats include rainforest, 
shrublands, heaths and woodlands (Cogger 2000; 
Wilson 2005).  
 

Possible 
 
Potential habitat for the species was 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Coeranoscincus reticulatus   

Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink 

V R East of Great Dividing Range in Northern NSW & SE 
Qld to Wide Bay region. Known from the Cooloola area. 
Rainforest, closed forest, wet sclerophyll forest and 
sandy coastal forest with deep leaf litter. Fossorial, 
burrowing in moist soil, litter & rotten logs (Ingram & 
Raven 1991; Wilson 2005; Couper & Amey 2007).  
 

Unlikely 
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations.  
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the project 
area  

Eroticoscincus graciloides 

Elf Skink 

- R Monotypic species restricted to SE Qld, particularly 
Sunshine Coast & hinterland.  Rainforest, wet 
sclerophyll & other shaded, moist forest habitats. 
Shelters & forages amongst logs, rocks & litter (Ingram 
& Raven 1991; Cogger 2000; Wilson 2005). 

Present 
 
Located at one site within the proposed 
alignment. Suitable habitat for the species 
was detected at numerous sites along the 
proposed alignment during field 
investigations. 
 

Ophioscincus truncatus  

 

- R Found within South-east Qld from Border Ranges north 
to Conondale Ranges and Noosa. Also North-east 
NSW. Usually associated with rainforest and wet 
sclerophyll forest on rich heavy soils within elevated 
localities, although reaches sandy coastal lowlands at 
Noosa. Also known from Moreton and North Stradbroke 
islands where it occurs on pale sandy soils in heath 
woodland and forests (Wilson 2005). 
 

Possible 
 
Potential habitat for the species was 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Ramphotyphlops silvia 

Cooloola Blind Snake 

 

- R Endemic to coastal SE Qld between & including Fraser 
Island & Noosa. Habitat is rainforest, wet sclerophyll 
forest & heath on pale-coloured sand. Fossorial, 
shelters in sand, under logs & in chambers of ant & 
termite nests. Little known about species (Cogger 2000; 
Wilson 2005). 
 

Unlikely 
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Birds 

Accipiter novaehollandiae 

Grey Goshawk 

- R In SE Qld known to utilise habitat seasonally, from nest 
sites in coastal ranges, to coastal plains in winter 
months. Varied forest habitat but generally closed forest 
preferred. Requires territory for mated pairs & tall, 
mature trees in thick forest for nesting (Lindsey 1992; 
Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson 
& Day 2004). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 

Calyptorhynchus lathami 

Glossy Black Cockatoo 

E V East coast of Australia from Mackay to Victoria. Coastal 
and some inland forest & open woodland. Restricted 
diet of ‘she-oak, Casuarina spp. Requires access to 
suitable nesting hollows (Lindsey 1992; Schodde & 
Tidemann 1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson & Day 
2004). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the project 
area  

Climacteris erythrops 

Red-browed Treecreeper 

- R East coast, with Northernmost part of range to Gympie, 
Qld & South into Victoria. Tall eucalypt forest & 
woodland, mainly in hilly areas, sometimes in remnant 
riparian habitats if tall forest connectivity available. 
Requires large forest areas for foraging (Lindsey 1992; 
Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson 
& Day 2004).  
 

Possible 
 
Potential habitat for the species was 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni  

Coxen's Fig-Parrot 

E E Only pop’n of C. coxeni is known to occur on the East 
coast from Gympie, Qld to Northern NSW. Requires 
lowland rainforest & dense eucalypt forest with fruiting 
Ficus spp. Highly cryptic & secretive species. Extremely 
rare (Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Simpson & Day 
2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations suitable feeding resource 
(Ficus sp.) were present along the 
proposed alignment and may be utilised 
sporadically. 

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus 

Black-necked Stork 

- R Distribution along East Coast of Qld covers study area 
but dependent on availability of preferred local habitat. 
Frequents larger, established swamps, wetlands, lakes 
& mangroves (Lindsey 1992; Schodde & Tidemann 
1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson & Day 2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations infrequent use of farm dams 
and associated wetland areas may be 
utilised. 

Erythrotriorchis radiatus  

Red Goshawk 

V E Coastal & sub-coastal Northern & Eastern Australia 
down to central & South coast of NSW. Rare & thinly 
distributed across whole of range. Tall forest & 
woodland, and riverine gallery forest along 
watercourses (Lindsey 1992; Schodde & Tidemann 
1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson & Day 2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations the wide ranging nature of 
the species may see it utilise habitats 
along the proposed alignment. 
 

Lathamus discolor 

Swift Parrot 

E E East coast & South-eastern Australia. Breeds in 
Tasmania during spring & summer, & migrates to 
mainland to feed during the colder months. Small 
numbers reported as far North as the Fitzroy Basin & 
Fraser Coast in Qld. Mostly pollen & nectar feeders, in 
Qld they utilise seasonally flowering, tall, coastal forest 
(Lindsey 1992; Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Simpson & 
Day 2004). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the project 
area  

Lophoictinia isura 

Square-tailed Kite 

- R Wide but thin distribution across much of the continent, 
but especially found in coastal & sub-coastal Eastern 
Australia. Rare & uncommon. Open eucalypt forest & 
woodland with available prey-base of small birds & 
nestlings. Solitary or territorial pairs (Lindsey 1992; 
Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson 
& Day 2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations the wide ranging nature of 
the species may see it utilise habitats 
along the proposed alignment. 
 

Nettapus coromandelianus 

Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose 

 

- R Coastal Eastern Qld from Cape York to Clarence River 
in Northern NSW. Almost entirely aquatic species that 
requires deep freshwater lagoons, lakes, wetlands & 
dams with surrounding & floating vegetation present. 
Habitat loss from wetland drainage has caused decline 
in numbers (Lindsey 1992; Schodde & Tidemann 1993; 
Beruldsen 2003; Simpson & Day 2004). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Ninox strenua 

Powerful Owl 

- V East coast & South-eastern Australia, from South of 
Rockhampton in Qld to Victoria. Habitat is generally tall, 
open forest & woodland, but also utilises dense, wet 
forest along watercourses. Mated pairs require 
permanent home ranges of approx. 800-1000ha to 
provide enough food (possums, gliders etc) & nesting 
hollows (Lindsey 1992; Schodde & Tidemann 1993; 
Beruldsen 2003; Simpson & Day 2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations the wide ranging nature of 
the species may see it utilise habitats 
along the proposed alignment. 
 

Podargus ocellatus plumiferus 

Marbled Frogmouth, Plumed Frogmouth 

- V Coastal sub-tropical rainforest of SE Qld Northern 
NSW, especially with thick understorey vegetation. 
Nocturnal & cryptic. Pairs occupy permanent home-
ranges which may only be a few hectares, but require 
connectivity for dispersal of juveniles (Lindsey 1992; 
Schodde & Tidemann 1993). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Typical habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Rallus pectoralis 

Lewin's Rail 

- R East coast & South-eastern Australia. Cryptic & 
secretive species inhabits dense vegetation such as 
sedges & reeds along the margins of lagoons, 
wetlands, marshes, heaths and streams (Lindsey 1992; 
Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Beruldsen 2003; Simpson 
& Day 2004). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the 
project area 

Rostratula australis  

Australian Painted Snipe 

V V Wide but thin distribution across much of the Eastern 
part of the continent. Rare, secretive & cryptic they feed 
at the water’s edge of mudflats, shallow, vegetated, 
freshwater swamps, claypans or inundated grassland 
(including temporary wetlands) (Marchant & Higgins 
1993; NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service 1999; 
Garnett & Crowley 2000; Rogers 2001; Simpson & Day 
2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Although not detected during field 
investigations the use of temporarily 
inundated farm and grassland may see it 
utilise habitats along the proposed 
alignment. 
 

Turnix melanogaster  

Black-breasted Button-quail 

V V Species restricted to SE Qld & extreme Northern NSW. 
Edges of rainforest, vine forest and other lowland, thick, 
closed canopy forest & woodland. Quiet & cryptic, 
presence indicated by characteristic ‘saucer-shaped’ 
feeding scrapes (Hughes & Hughes 1991; Lindsey 
1992; Schodde & Tidemann 1993; Smyth & Young 
1996; Smith et al 1998;   Simpson & Day 2004). 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Tyto tenebricosa 

Sooty Owl 

- R Rainforests, particularly rainforest gullies overtopped by 
eucalypts, along eastern scarp of the Great Dividing 
Range, north to Conondale-Blackall Ranges, Qld. By 
day roosts in tree hollows and caves (Lindsey 1992; 
Schodde & Tideman 1993). 
 

Possible 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
potential habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 

Mammals 

Chalinolobus dwyeri  

Large-eared Pied Bat 

V R Little known species with scattered distribution in SE 
Qld & Eastern NSW, based around availability of 
suitable roost sites in or near forest habitat for foraging. 
Roosts & breeds in caves & abandoned mine tunnels 
(Hoye & Dwyer 1995; Churchill 1998). 
 

Possible 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
potential habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
 

Dasyurus maculatus maculatus   

Spotted-tailed Quoll (SE mainland) 

E V Continental East coast from SE Qld to Tasmania, in a 
wide variety of habitats, including sclerophyll forest & 
woodland, coastal heath & rainforest. Has become 
restricted to isolated populations, as each individual 
requires large territory (est. 800ha to 20km2) of 
relatively undisturbed and intact vegetation (Edgar & 
Belcher 1995; Menkhorst & Knight 2004). 
 

Possible 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
potential habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
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Status Scientific Name/Common Name 
EPBC NCA 

Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence in the 
project area 

Ornithorhynchus anatinus 

Platypus 

- CS Locally common and widespread from Cooktown, Qld, 
to SW Victoria and Tasmania. Introduced to Kangaroo 
and King Islands. Inhabits freshwater streams, from 
alpine creeks to tropical lowland rivers, lakes and farm 
dams (Menkhorst and Knight 2004). 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
 

Phascolarctos cinereus  

Koala (SE Qld bioregion) 

V V Wide but fragmented range up Eastern coast of 
continent. Dependent on continuous areas of forest 
habitat  with particular Eucalyptus spp. (Martin & 
Handasyde 1995) 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
 

Potorous tridactylus tridactylus  

Long-nosed Potoroo (SE mainland) 

V V Fragmented distribution across Eastern Australia, but 
known populations in SE Qld & Northern NSW coastal 
regions. Utilises a wide-range of vegetation types but 
prefers dense undergrowth with thick ground cover and 
light, sandy soils (Johnston 1995; Maxwell et al 1996; 
Johnson 2003; Menkhorst & Knight 2004) 
 

Unlikely  
 
Suitable habitat for the species was not 
detected along the proposed alignment 
during field investigations. 

Pteropus poliocephalus  

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

V V Along East coast from the Fitzroy region, Qld, to 
Western VIC. Important habitat requirements are 
camping sites and foraging resources. Camps are 
generally in dense canopied riparian vegetation. Diet is 
largely seasonally available Eucalyptus spp. blossom & 
native fruits such as Ficus spp. (Churchill 1998). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat and the nearby proximity 
to a known camp would indicate the 
presence of the species along the 
proposed alignment. 

Tachyglossus aculeatus 

Short-beaked Echidna 

- CS Throughout all of continental Australia including 
Tasmania, Flinders, King and Kangaroo Islands. 
Occupies almost all terrestrial habitats with the 
exception of intensively managed farmland. (Menkhorst 
and Knight 2004). 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field investigations but 
suitable habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
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4.2 EVR Species Accounts 
 
The following species accounts refer to the specific evaluation of occurrence and significance of 
individual species determined possible, likely or present within the project area as well as the 
potential threats and impacts associated with the project area. 
 

4.2.1 Insects 

4.2.1.1 Ornithoptera richmondia (Richmond Birdwing Butterfly) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Subtropical rainforest, littoral rainforest and riparian gallery rainforest  

• Larval food plant, vine - Birdwing Vine (Pararistolochia praevenosa & P. laheyana)  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Ornithoptera richmondia is known from localities adjacent to the proposed alignment. The efforts 
of local landcare groups have incorporated planting efforts of the local favoured Pararistolochia 
praevenosa in an effort to secure the species in further suitable habitat. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area currently does not require vegetation clearance involving the removal of 
Pararistolochia praevenosa. It is not envisaged that the disturbance associated with activities 
regarding this project will directly interfere with significant habitat for the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
Currently the larval food plant (Pararistolochia praevenosa) identified as indicative of the potential 
presence of the species has not been located within the projected disturbance area of the project. 
Therefore no significant threat or impact is foreseen for the species. 
 

4.2.2 Amphibians 

4.2.2.1 Adelotus brevis (Tusked Frog) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Present 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Clean water sources in rainforest, vine forest, wet sclerophyll forest & flooded grassland 

• Will utilise temporarily inundated drainages and road reserves near suitable habitat. 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Adelotus brevis is widespread throughout the project area, occupying a wide range of habitats 
including those displaying significant degradation of vegetation and weed intrusion within existing 
easements and adjacent vegetation types included lowland vine forest and riparian gallery forest 
habitat. It was found to be present at numerous sites to be directly impacted by the proposed 
alignment. 
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Significance of the project area for the species 
In recent decades upland habitat areas such as the Conondale and Blackall ranges in Qld have 
seen localised declines of Adelotus brevis (Hines et al. 1999). Although found quite readily 
throughout the project area the conservation significance of the species should not be understated 
considering the recent upland declines within nearby ranges.  
 
However habitat disturbance within the project area will result in temporary disturbance to 
localised communities with no significant long term impacts for the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Disruption to aquatic flows and water distribution associated with inundation of areas 
adjacent to the proposed alignment. 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance  
• Sediment releases into aquatic environments 

 
For site specific impacts see sections 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9, 6.10, 6.12, 6.13, 6.14, 6.15. 
 

4.2.2.2 Litoria brevipalmata (Green-thighed Frog) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Rainforest and wet sclerophyll forest  

• Eucalypt forest subject to seasonal inundation after significant rain events. 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Although not recorded in the project area Litoria brevipalmata is a poorly known species often 
associated with flooded paddocks and temporary waterholes near rainforest or open woodland. 
Such habitat is sparse within the project area but the potential occurrence of the species cannot 
be dismissed.   
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The limited habitat opportunities for Litoria brevipalmata within the project area and throughout 
adjacent localities suggest no significance to the species.   
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
Mitigatory measures employed for other EVR frogs will see any potential threats or impacts for the 
species accounted for. 
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4.2.2.3 Mixophyes iteratus (Giant Barred Frog) 
NCA Status: Endangered 

EPBC Status: Endangered 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Moist forest habitat within very close proximity to streams 

• Due to its heavy reliance on immediate riparian areas is found to utilise narrow transects in 

suitable habitat through farmland.  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Although not detected during field investigations at this stage it is anticipated that Mixophyes 
iteratus will utilise various localities within the project area. Stream sites identified include lowland 
vine and riparian gallery forest habitat types. Further investigations at a more favourable time of 
year have been recommended. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
Major declines for the species have occurred throughout the southern half of the species known 
distribution in NSW. Within south-east Queensland records exists for the Upper Stanley, 
Caboolture and Coomera Rivers, Burpengary Creek and the Mary River Catchment downstream 
of Kenilworth. Historical localities included the Bunya Mountains and Cunningham’s Gap 
(Straughan 1966) and were the subject of recent targeted field survey that failed to locate the 
species. Populations within the Conondale Ranges have also disappeared (Hines et al.1999).  
 
The habitat types commonly associated with the species include riparian regional ecosystems with 
significant conservation status. The management of these riparian localities and the associated 
aquatic values required by the species is paramount to its long term survivability within the region. 
 
Considering the recent declines associated with the species in upland areas the conservation 
significance of lowland populations is considered high. Future water resource development in the 
region may result in further loss of suitable habitat for this species, thereby increasing the 
conservation significance of remnant habitat areas within the Stage 2 project area. 
 
It is concluded that the species occurrence within the project area is of significance and specific 
management is required at sites identified as known or potential localities for the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat adjacent to the easement, 
• Removal of canopy resulting in weed intrusion and further degradation of previously 

suitable habitat, 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality 
• Disruption of breeding movements along riparian margins 

 
For site specific impacts see sections 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.12, 6.13. 
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4.2.3 Reptiles 

4.2.3.1 Acanthophis antarcticus (Common Death Adder) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Requires undisturbed forested areas with a heavy leaf litter substrate 

• Often associated with rocky outcrops and forested slopes especially where associated with 

wet/dry sclerophyll ecotones 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Although not recorded during field investigations suitable habitat is found within the project area. 
Habitats identified as being potential localities for Acanthophis antarcticus include slopes within 
remnant habitats associated with the corridor between Ferntree Creek National Park and the 
Mapleton Forest Reserve, north of Nambour.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The species has seen quite rapid declines throughout it range with secure populations found 
within the confines of conservation reserves or significant stands of remnant suitable habitat. The 
project area sees none of this habitat to be disturbed if the current option of micro tunnelling is 
maintained under identified suitable habitat.  
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
The current construction methodology for the area identified as suitable habitat would see no 
disturbance and therefore no impacts to habitat associated with this species. However any change 
to this method would see a revision of this conclusion and may instigate mitigatory measures 
relevant to the species 
 

4.2.3.2 Eroticoscincus graciloides (Elf Skink) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Present 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Rainforest, wet sclerophyll & other shaded, moist forest habitats.  

• Logs, rocks, leaf litter and other ground debris  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Eroticoscincus graciloides was found at one site during field investigations. Suitable habitats exist 
at numerous localities throughout the project and the species is expected to be present at most 
localities in association with wet sclerophyll and vine forest dominated habitats. 
  
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area does not represent particularly significant habitat areas for the species. However 
corridors in areas where the species is known to occur should be rehabilitated and restoration 
efforts should be targeted at the retention of connectivity values for the species.
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Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Disruption to movement within existing corridor 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance 

 
For site specific impacts see sections 6.2, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9, 6.10, 6.11, 6.12. 
 

4.2.3.3 Ophioscincus truncatus 
NCA Status: - 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Rainforest, wet sclerophyll associated with rich heavy soils.  

• Logs, rocks, leaf litter and other ground debris  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Ophioscincus truncatus was not detected within the project area during field investigations. 
Suitable habitat was noted at one locality but it may occur within wet forest gullies within remnant 
habitats associated with the corridor between and including Ferntree Creek National Park and the 
Mapleton Forest Reserve, north of Nambour.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area does not represent particularly significant habitat areas for the species. However 
corridors in areas where the species is known to occur should be rehabilitated and restoration 
efforts should be targeted at the retention of localised connectivity values. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat. 
 
For site specific impacts see section 6.11. 
 

4.2.4 Birds 

4.2.4.1 Accipiter novaehollandiae (Grey Goshawk) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Occurs across varied forest habitat - closed forest preferred.  

• Tall, mature trees for nesting sites 

• Sufficient territory to forage for mated pairs & support of young 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
A far ranging species Accipiter novaehollandiae is expected to occur throughout the project area. 
Although not seen during field investigations it is expected to utilise the area for both hunting and 
breeding purposes.  
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Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area does not represent especially significant habitat for Accipiter novaehollandiae 
due to the minor impact of works on usable habitat areas. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.4.2 Calyptorhynchus lathami (Glossy Black Cockatoo) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Coastal and inland forest & woodland with access to stands of Casuarina spp. 

• Suitable large nesting hollows in tall (>25mtrs) trees 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Calyptorhynchus lathami is expected to intermittently occur within the project area. However very 
few favoured food trees (Casuarina and Allocasuarina spp.) were noted on or adjacent to the 
project area. Additionally suitable tall trees with substantial hollows capable of supporting the 
breeding requirements of the species were only noted within remnant habitats associated with the 
corridor between Ferntree Creek National Park and the Mapleton Forest Reserve, north of 
Nambour.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area represents little significance with respect to feeding resource or available hollows 
considered of use for breeding efforts. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.4.3 Climacteris erythrops (Red-browed Treecreeper) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Tall, moist eucalypt forest & woodland especially in riparian vegetation along gullies & foothills 

• Requires large forest areas for sufficient foraging  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Climacteris erythrops was not detected during field investigations. This species is strongly 
associated with eucalypt forest on steep slopes such as those found within remnant habitats 
associated with the corridor between Ferntree Creek National Park and the Mapleton Forest 
Reserve, north of Nambour.  
 
The steep slopes and riparian wet forested areas indicative of this area are suited to Climacteris 
erythrops so its presence here is considered possible. 
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Significance of the project area for the species 
The significance of the project area to Climacteris erythrops is not considered noteworthy. The 
project area sees none of this habitat to be disturbed if the current option of micro tunnelling is 
maintained under identified suitable habitat.  
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.4.4 Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni (Coxen's Fig-Parrot) 
NCA Status: Endangered 

EPBC Status: Endangered 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Lowland subtropical rainforest & dense canopy eucalypt forest 

• Ficus spp. (F. macrophyll & F. watkinsiana) & other native fruit & nectar-bearing trees & plants 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
No Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni were directly seen and no evidence of feeding efforts was 
detected during field investigations. The species is very hard to detect with search efforts in the 
field directed at observation of favoured food trees (Ficus spp) and the presence of chewed fruit 
discarded to the forest floor below. It is possible the species utilises intermittent food trees within 
and adjacent to the project area but the infrequency of suitable feeding resources would suggest 
Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni is a very infrequent visitor to the area. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area represents infrequent usable habitat and therefore is considered of little 
significance to the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.4.5 Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus (Black-necked Stork) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Larger permanent swamps, wetlands, floodplains, lakes & occasionally mangroves 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus was not detected during field investigations within the project area. 
The absence of favoured habitat would make this species an infrequent visitor to the area but the 
occasional use of temporary wetlands associated with the inundation of low lying farmland would 
see its presence considered a seasonal possibility.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area contains marginal habitat only associated with occasional use by the species. It 
is not considered as significant habitat. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project.
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4.2.4.6 Erythrotriorchis radiatus (Red Goshawk) 
NCA Status: Endangered 

EPBC Status: Vulnerable 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Tall forest & woodland, rainforest margins, and dense riverine gallery forest  

• Sufficient prey base 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Erythrotriorchis radiatus was not detected during field investigations within the project area. This 
species is far ranging and in the east of its distribution is thought to move from nesting localities  
within open forested ranges where it predates on birds to riparian and wetland habitats of the 
lowlands to exploit waterbirds during the winter (Garnet and Crowley 2000).  
 
The occurrence of the species within the project area may be considered possible as potentially 
usable habitat is present.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
Although knowledge of the species is not comprehensive it is envisaged that the project area 
represents little overall significance to Erythrotriorchis radiatus.  
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.4.7 Lophoictinia isura (Square-tailed Kite) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Open eucalypt forest & woodland with suitable nesting trees near watercourses. 

• Available prey-base of small birds & nestlings.  

• Requires large hunting range for territorial pairs or solitary birds 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
 Lophoictinia isura was not detected during field investigations within the project area. Although 
widespread, Lophoictinia isura is uncommon throughout its range. It is well dispersed in territorial 
pairs or solitary (Schodde & Tidemann 1993).It is an efficient hunter of birds, including nestlings, 
insects and reptiles.  The woodland habitats adjacent to the project area may possibly see the 
species occur within the area. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
It is not envisaged that the project area has any particular significance relevant to the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
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4.2.4.8 Ninox strenua (Powerful Owl) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Tall open forest and woodland, but also utilises dense, wet forest along watercourses. 

• Large tree hollows required for nesting. 

• Occupies areas of high glider and possum densities which constitute a significant proportion of 

their diet. Also known to take flying foxes and roosting birds. 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Ninox strenua was not detected during field investigations within the project area. Call broadcasts 
were conducted for the species within the vicinity of Kocho Rd Nambour with no result. Tall open 
forested woodlands habitat types favoured by the species are found within remnant habitats 
associated with the corridor between Ferntree Creek National Park and the Mapleton Forest 
Reserve, north of Nambour, which offers area that may be capable of supporting both feeding and 
breeding requirements.  
 
This species requires a significant amount of available food resource by way of small to medium 
mammal species due to its need to eat the equivalent of a large possum every two – three days 
(Schodde & Tidemann 1993). 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
 
Only a small portion of the project area is relevant to the species representing little to no 
significance to the species overall. The project area sees none of this habitat to be disturbed if the 
current option of micro tunnelling is maintained under identified suitable habitat. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 
For site specific impacts see sections 6.11, 6.13. 

4.2.4.9 Rallus pectoralis (Lewin's Rail) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Densely vegetated margins of permanent & ephemeral wetlands, marshes, heaths and 

streams 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
 Rallus pectoralis was not detected during field investigations within the project area. A cryptic bird 
of freshwater marshes and swampy grasslands it is expected to occur within undisturbed and 
disturbed environs associated with densely vegetated margins within the project area. Previous 
clearing within existing easement has seen regenerated grasses and reeds provide potential 
habitat especially where associated with riparian habitats.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area represents little significance to the species overall.  
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Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
As discussed some habitat is found within the project area. However no significant threats or 
impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 
For site specific impacts see section 6.3 
 

4.2.4.10 Rostratula australis (Australian Painted Snipe) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: Vulnerable 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Edges of shallow, vegetated mudflats, freshwater swamps, claypans & inundated grassland 

(including temporary wetlands). 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
 Rostratula australis was not detected during field investigations within the project area. This 
seldom seen species is associated with associated with swamps and marshes though its 
occasional use of temporarily inundated lowland grasslands and disturbed areas such as farm 
dams. The project area encompasses habitat that may be utilised by the species. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The habitat identified within the project area is not viewed as optimal for the species though it may 
be utilised. The project area is considered to be represent no significance to the species overall. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
As discussed some potentially usable habitat is found within the project area. However no 
significant threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the 
project. 
 

4.2.4.11 Tyto tenebricosa (Sooty Owl) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Gullies and watercourses associated with dense wet forest vegetation usually with emergent 

tree present. 

• Large tree hollows required for nesting. 

• Predates on a wide variety of mammals and birds. 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
 Tyto tenebricosa  was not detected during field investigations within the project area.  
Call broadcasts were conducted for the species within the vicinity of Kocho Rd Nambour with no 
result. Gullies and moist forest habitat within remnant habitats associated with the corridor 
between Ferntree Creek National Park and the Mapleton Forest Reserve, north of Nambour, may 
well be capable of supporting the species. This area supports a significant remnant woodland 
corridor mosaic favoured by Tyto tenebricosa.  
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Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area represents no special significance to the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
As discussed some habitat is found within the project area. However no significant threats or 
impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 
For site specific impacts see sections 6.11, 6.13. 
 

4.2.5 Mammals 

4.2.5.1 Chalinolobus dwyeri (Large-eared Pied Bat) 
NCA Status: Rare 

EPBC Status: Vulnerable 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Tall open dry and eucalypt forest and woodlands. 

• Suitable roost sites in or near forest habitat for foraging.  

• Roosts & breeds in caves & abandoned mine tunnels 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Although poorly known with respect to distribution and abundance, current habitat descriptions as 
presented in Strahan (1995) and Churchill (1998) are applicable to the remnant habitats 
associated with the corridor between Ferntree Creek National Park and the Mapleton Forest 
Reserve, north of Nambour. This area may be considered as potentially utilised habitat for 
Chalinolobus dwyeri.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
Only a small portion of the project area is relevant to the species representing little to no 
significance to the species overall. The project area sees none of this habitat to be disturbed if the 
current option of micro tunnelling is maintained under identified suitable habitat. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.5.2 Dasyurus maculatus maculatus (Spotted-tailed Quoll (SE mainland)) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: Endangered 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Possible 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Utilises a variety of habitats; sclerophyll forest, woodland, coastal heathland & rainforest. 

• Requires large territory (est. 800ha to 20km2) of relatively undisturbed and intact vegetation  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
The substantial territory requirements of Dasyurus maculatus maculatus may well see the species 
utilise habitats within the project area. Its preference for large intact robust forests tracts could see 
remnant habitats associated with the corridor between Ferntree Creek National Park and the 
Mapleton Forest Reserve, north of Nambour, utilised as part of its overall foraging requirements.  
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Fragmentation of previously usable habitat areas has resulted in its distribution being disjunct over 
much of its range (Strahan 1995).  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
Only a small portion of the project area is relevant to the species representing little to no 
significance to the species overall. The project area sees none of this habitat to be disturbed if the 
current option of micro tunnelling is maintained under identified suitable habitat. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
 

4.2.5.3 Phascolarctos cinereus (Koala (SE Qld bioregion)) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: Vulnerable 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Dependent on continuous areas of open Eucalyptus forest habitat 

• Utilises particular Eucalyptus spp. as food trees 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Although not detected during field investigations Phascolarctos cinereus is well known within the 
area and may occur throughout much of the project area. Food trees commonly associated with 
the species are found throughout both remnant and disturbed eucalypt habitat areas. Single trees 
or small relictal clusters of suitable eucalypts communities within farmland or previously cleared 
areas are likely to be utilised by free ranging Phascolarctos cinereus throughout the project area. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
Although potentially widespread throughout the project area the area is not considered of high 
significance to the species though it is considered under the provisions of the Koala Plan. Areas 
adjacent to the project area have been designated as Urban Koala Areas under the Nature 
Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2006 and Management Program 2006 – 2016. It should 
be noted that the project area may traverse through corridor areas utilised by the species and 
management should reflect their occurrence within the area. Provisions as listed under the Koala 
Plan should be employed during construction to minimize the potential impacts for the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Temporary bifurcation of existing corridors during construction 
• Removal of food resources  
• Physical injury through direct impact during vegetation clearing  

 
For site specific impacts see sections 6.1, 6.3, 6.14, 6.15.
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4.2.5.4 Pteropus poliocephalus (Grey-headed Flying-fox) 
NCA Status: Vulnerable 

EPBC Status: Vulnerable 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Camping sites and foraging resources.  

• Camps are generally in dense canopied riparian vegetation.  

• Diet - seasonally available Eucalyptus spp. blossom & native fruits such as Ficus spp.  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Pteropus poliocephalus was not detected during field investigations within the project area. 
However the species is known to occur within a camp located to the west of the Bruce Highway at 
Cooney Rd, Nambour. The species is expected to utilise feeding resources within the project area.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area includes areas of woodland and riparian habitats that may comprise intermittent 
feeding resources for the species. However it is not envisaged that the project area is particularly 
significant to the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 
No threats or impacts are considered relevant to the species within the scope of the project. 
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5 CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT FAUNA SPECIES 
 
Two species are currently listed as culturally significant under the NCA Act, the Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus anatinus and the Short-beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus. Both species 
are expected to be found throughout the project area.  
 

Scientific Name/Common 
Name 

Status Distribution/Habitat Likelihood of occurrence 
in the project area 

Ornithorhynchus anatinus 

Platypus 

CS Locally common and widespread 
from Cooktown, Qld, to SW Victoria 
and Tasmania. Introduced to 
Kangaroo and King Islands. 
Inhabits freshwater streams, from 
alpine creeks to tropical lowland 
rivers, lakes and farm dams 
(Menkhorst and Knight 2004). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field 
investigations but suitable 
habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
 

Tachyglossus aculeatus 

Short-beaked Echidna 

CS Throughout all of continental 
Australia including Tasmania, 
Flinders, King and Kangaroo 
Islands. Occupies almost all 
terrestrial habitats with the 
exception of intensively managed 
farmland. (Menkhorst and Knight 
2004). 
 

Likely 
 
Not detected during field 
investigations but suitable 
habitat is present along the 
proposed alignment. 
 

 

5.1 Culturally Significant Species Evaluations 

5.1.1 Ornithorhynchus anatinus (Platypus) 
NCA Status: Culturally Significant 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• Steep vegetated banks with overhangs or vegetative cover suitable for burrow localities, 

• Readily available aquatic invertebrates and small fish 

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Ornithorhynchus anatinus was not detected within the project area during field investigations. 
However suitable habitat is present within a number of creek crossing localities. It is expected to 
be widespread within aquatic environments traversed by the project area.  
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The project area represents usable aquatic habitat for the species but it is not envisaged that this 
is particularly significant to the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat,  
• Changes to riparian bank structure resulting in potential loss of burrow localities, 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality, 
• Disruption of breeding movements within aquatic margins, 
• Temporary exclusion from potential feeding localities. 
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5.1.2 Tachyglossus aculeatus (Short-beaked Echidna) 
NCA Status: Culturally Significant 

EPBC Status: - 

Likelihood of occurrence in Project Area: Likely 

Key Habitat Features: 

• The species inhabits almost all available terrestrial habitats, 

• Feeds on a variety of ants, termites and soil invertebrates.  

 
Occurrence in the project area 
Tachyglossus aculeatus was not detected within the project area during field investigations. 
However the species is expected to be widespread throughout the area due to its catholic habitat 
preference. 
 
Significance of the project area for the species 
The widespread nature and lack of specific habitat requirements of the species sees this species 
common throughout its range. The project area is not regarded as being particularly significant for 
the species. 
 
Potential threats and impacts associated with the project area for the species 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat,  
• Temporary reduction of potential feeding resources. 
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6 MIGRATORY SPECIES EVALUATIONS 
The following migratory species table refers to the specific evaluation of occurrence and 
significance of individual species determined possible or likely within the project area. 
 

6.1 Table 6.1: EPBC migratory and listed marine fauna recorded from the vicinity of the 
project area and evaluation of likelihood and significance within the project area. 

 
M = Migratory, recorded in Project Area or Locality 
LM = Listed Marine by EPBC as using Project Area as Overfly Zone 

Scientific 
Name/Common Name 

Status in 
Project 

Area/Locality 

Likelihood of occurrence in 
project area 

Significance of project area for 
species 

Birds 
Anseranas semipalmata  

Magpie Goose 
LM Likely 

 
May utilise farm dams and 
inundated lowland areas along 
the project area.  
 

Limited habitat is available for 
this wide ranging species within 
the project area but is not 
anticipated to be significant for 
the species.  

Cyclopsitta diophthalma 

coxeni  

Coxen's Fig-Parrot  

M Possible 
 
Although not detected during 
field investigations suitable 
feeding resource (Ficus sp.) 
were present along the 
proposed alignment and may 
be utilised sporadically. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
M/LM Unlikely 

 
Within inland environs the 
preference for large water 
bodies associated with dams 
and rivers would see the 
project area unsuitable for the 
species. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Hirundapus caudacutus  

White-throated Needletail 
M/LM Present 

 
Found over all habitat types. 
 

Although common throughout the 
area it is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 
 

Merops ornatus  

Rainbow Bee-eater 
M/LM Likely 

 
Occupies a range of habitat 
types including those within 
the project area. 
 

Although anticipated to be 
common throughout the area it is 
not deemed that the project area 
represents significant habitat for 
the species. 

Monarcha melanopsis  

Black-faced Monarch 
M/LM Likely 

 
Wet forest environs potentially 
utilised by the species are 
found intermittently along the 
project area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 
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Scientific 

Name/Common Name 
Status in 
Project 

Area/Locality 

Likelihood of occurrence in 
project area 

Significance of project area for 
species 

Monarcha trivirgatus  

Spectacled Monarch 
M/LM Likely 

 
Wet forest and riparian 
environs potentially utilised by 
the species are found 
intermittently along the project 
area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Myiagra cyanoleuca  

Satin Flycatcher 
M/LM Likely 

 
Tall wet forest environs 
potentially utilised by the 
species are found 
intermittently along the project 
area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Rhipidura rufifrons  

Rufous Fantail 
M/LM Present 

 
Found in riparian gallery forest 
on Paynter Creek. Is expected 
to be common throughout wet 
forest and riparian localities. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Ardea alba  

Great Egret 

M/LM  Likely 
 
Is anticipated inundated 
farmland and low lying wet 
areas throughout the project 
area would be utilised by the 
species. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Ardea ibis  

Cattle Egret 

M/LM Present 
 
Found in inundated farmland 
and low lying wet areas 
throughout the project area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Gallinago hardwickii   

Latham's Snipe 

M/LM Likely 
 
May utilise low lying 
seasonally inundated areas 
within the project area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Nettapus 

coromandelianus 

albipennis  

Australian Cotton Pygmy-

goose 

M/LM Possible 
 
May utilise dams adjacent to 
the project area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Rostratula benghalensis s. 

lat.  

Painted Snipe 

M/LM Possible 
 
May utilise inundated farmland 
and low lying wet areas 
throughout the project area. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 

Apus pacificus  

Fork-tailed Swift 

M/LM Possible 
 
Occupies a range of habitat 
types. 
 

It is not anticipated that the 
project area represents 
significant habitat for the species. 
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7 FAUNA HABITAT ASSESSMENT SITES. 
 
Potential Fauna Habitat Assessment (FHA) Sites were identified along the proposed alignment to 
determine existing values present for EVR species. FHA sites were determined through 
identification of significant vegetation types associated with Regional Ecosystem localities and in 
field inspection of waterways including dams, creeks, marshes and temporarily inundated 
vegetation communities.  
 
The following site evaluations are designed to assist management of individual localities with 
respect to known or potential EVR species. Further to this, some mitigatory and rehabilitation 
measures are not only suggested as management and assistance strategies for EVR fauna but 
are also included to facilitate the movement of other biodiversity through easement bifurcated 
corridors. 
 

7.1 SITE 1: Slope and gully south of Winston Rd South, Woombye. 
GPS LOCATION: 0497844  7047910 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystems (RE) 12.9-10.14, 12.3.2, 12.3.5; 
• East-west movement corridors within three vegetation communities; 
• Low lying 12.3.2 subject to significant seasonal inundation during high rainfall events; 
• Easement moderately impacted by weeds. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Potential (see section 4.2.5.3) 

• Woodland areas sloping north towards Winston Rd South contains suitable food trees;  
• Would additionally facilitate movement to the south of the road reserve and urban areas. 

Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 
• Low lying inundated areas may be potential habitat for A.brevis. 

Generally the area provides ideal habitat for a number of common species especially frogs. 
 
Potential impacts on identified species  
P. cinereus 

• Clearing of potential food resource;  
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor. 

A.brevis 
• Disruption to flows and water distribution associated with inundation within and adjacent to 

the proposed alignment; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance.  

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the West side of the existing easement to reduce vegetation 
clearance through identified P. cinereus corridor; 

• Keep width of clearance to a minimum, utilising already disturbed area to reduce 
vegetation loss; 

• Trenching methodology suitable here where mitigation and rehabilitation considerations 
are employed.
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Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• All construction activities and vegetation clearance to be kept to months of predicted “low 
rainfall” events due to extent of inundation during significant rain events;  

• Sediment controls to exclude deposition of material in adjacent vegetated areas to the east 
and west in low lying area. Potential runoff and sediment movement south from the 
northern slope must also be retained or adequately diverted; 

• Retention of all tree hollows and select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat 
restoration efforts as selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 

• Presence of a Fauna Spotter throughout all vegetation removal;  
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Rehabilitation efforts should restore existing soil profile to maintain the current level of 
inundation to the easement and the surrounding forested areas; 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE’s present; 
• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 

enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR frogs and reptiles as described in section 3.2. 
 
Further work required 

• P. cinereus targeted searches surrounding potential food trees. 
 

7.2 SITE 2: Drainage line North of Winston Rd, Woombye. 
GPS LOCATION: 0497876  7048811 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE)12.3.1; 
• Significant vegetation community providing east-west Corridor; 
• Subject to seasonal flows; 
• Small dam to the east of the easement;  
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Present (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Four individuals recorded calling during diurnal investigations; 
• Expected to be widespread in this locality including throughout the existing weed 

dominated easement. 
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 
with the species. 
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Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Disruption to flows and water distribution associated with inundation within and adjacent to 
the proposed alignment that will assist seasonal movements for the species; 

• Sediment releases into aquatic environments; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance.  

E. graciloides 
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the east of the existing easement, utilising already disturbed area to 
reduce vegetation clearance of adjacent identified vegetation community; 

• Keep width of clearance to 15 meter maximum to reduce vegetation loss; 
• Trenching methodology suitable here where mitigation and rehabilitation considerations 

are employed. 
  
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls to exclude deposition of material in adjacent vegetated areas to the east 
and west in low lying area. Potential runoff of sediment from the northern and southern 
slope must also be retained or adequately diverted; 

• Retention of all tree hollows and select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat 
restoration efforts as selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter;  

• Where disturbance enters remnant vegetation the stockpiling of ground litter for latter 
reinstatement will assist habitat restoration efforts for E. graciloides;  

• Presence of a Fauna Spotter throughout all vegetation removal. 
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present; 
• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 

enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 
 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology). 
 

7.3 SITE 3: Gully south of Nambour Connection Rd 
GPS LOCATION: 0497686  7050038 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.9-10.14; 
• Vegetation within gully provides only local east-west Corridor; 
• Spring fed drainage line with substantial flow all year; 
• Small dam to the west of the easement;  
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds. 
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Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Present (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• One individual recorded calling during diurnal investigations; 
• Expected to be widespread in this locality including throughout the existing weed 

dominated easement. 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Potential (see section 4.2.5.3) 

• Woodland corridor running east-west contains suitable food trees.  
Lewins Rail Rallus pectoralis: Potential (see section 4.2.4.9)  

• Spring fed wetland feature and vegetation structure conducive to both feeding and refugia 
requirements of the species. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Disruption to flows and water distribution associated with inundation within and adjacent to 
the proposed alignment that will assist seasonal movements for the species; 

• Sediment releases into aquatic environments; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance.  

P. cinereus 
• Clearing of potential food resource and loss of existing habitat;  
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor. 

R.  pectoralis  
• Clearing of potential food resource and loss of existing refugia and breeding habitat;  
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the east of the existing easement, utilising already disturbed area to 
reduce vegetation clearance of adjacent identified vegetation community; 

• Within the spring fed wetland gully vegetation clearance must be kept 15 meter maximum;  
• The nature of flows from the spring may well see a peered crossing incorporated to 

maintain the integrity of downstream aquatic environs.   
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls to exclude deposition of material in downstream vegetated areas to the 
east. Potential runoff of sediment from the northern and southern slope must also be 
retained or adequately diverted; 

• Retention of select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat restoration efforts as 
selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter;  

• Presence of a Fauna Spotter throughout all vegetation removal.  
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present. 
Further introduction of local food trees utilised by P. cinereus should be considered to 
enhance the existing corridor values for the species; 

• Introduction of retained felled timber to facilitate restoration or enhancement of ground 
microhabitat values; 

• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 
sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 

• Installation of habitat replacement boxes 
 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology). 
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7.4 SITE 4: Paynter Creek: Crossing 1  
GPS LOCATION: 0497036  7052110 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.3.2; 
• Riparian vegetation provides only local east-west Corridor; 
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Giant Barred Frog Mixophyes iteratus Potential (see section 4.2.2.3) 

• Continual canopy cover extends over aquatic margins; 
• Terrestrial habitat consists of intermittent leaf cover and tree debris; 
• Bank structure variable with intermittent steep, undercut banks and exposed roots along 

and into aquatic margins; 
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site visitation; 
• Habitat within easement significantly degraded by weed impact and previous vegetation 

removal; 
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 
with the species. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
M. iteratus 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat adjacent to the easement; 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality; 
• Disruption of breeding movements along riparian margins. 

E. graciloides 
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 

 
Recommended alignment location, width and crossing method 

• Maintain alignment to the west of the existing easement, utilising already disturbed area to 
reduce vegetation clearance of adjacent identified vegetation community; 

• Vegetation clearance must be kept 15 meter maximum;  
• Piled crossing methodology could be considered to maintain existing bank profiles and 

integrity of potential instream habitat specific to M. iteratus; 
• Construction should be restricted to predicted “low rainfall” months of the year and a 

commitment made to restoration of existing bank profiles; 
• All construction to be conducted outside of the optimal breeding time between September and 

November. 
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Maintain construction corridor within existing easement away from adjacent habitat for M. 
iteratus; 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent habitat and aquatic environs; 
• Minimize canopy vegetation clearance and keep to the existing cleared easement;  
• Stockpiling of ground litter and topsoil for latter reinstatement; 
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Wildlife Consultant; 
• Retention of select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat restoration efforts as 

selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter;  
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• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
• Presence of a Fauna Spotter throughout all vegetation removal.  

 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include provenant flora species typical of the RE present;  
• Where possible canopy species should be included in revegetation efforts;   
• Introduction of retained felled timber to facilitate restoration or enhancement of ground 

microhabitat values; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology); 
• Targeted nocturnal frog survey specific to the detection of M. iteratus. Prevailing weather 

conditions and time of year were unfavorable for species detection. 
 
Further work required 

• Targeted survey aimed at M. iteratus should be conducted in conjunction within known 
breeding activity period between late September and late October to maximize probability 
of detection. 

 

7.5 SITE 5: Paynter Creek: Crossing 2 
GPS LOCATION: 0497102  7051828 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.3.2; 
• Riparian vegetation provides only local east-west Corridor; 
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Giant Barred Frog Mixophyes iteratus Potential (see section 4.2.2.3) 

• Continual canopy cover extends over aquatic margins; 
• Terrestrial habitat consists of intermittent leaf cover and tree debris; 
• Bank structure variable with intermittent steep, undercut banks and exposed roots along 

and into aquatic margins; 
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site visitation; 
• Habitat within easement significantly degraded by weed impact and previous vegetation 

removal. 
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 
with the species. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
M. iteratus 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat adjacent to the easement; 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality; 
• Disruption of breeding movements along riparian margins. 
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E. graciloides 

• Disruption to movement within existing corridor; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the west of the existing easement, utilising already disturbed area to 
reduce vegetation clearance of adjacent identified vegetation community; 

• Vegetation clearance must be kept to 15 meter minimum;  
• Piled crossing methodology to be considered to maintain existing bank profiles and 

integrity of potential instream habitat specific to M. iteratus; 
• Construction should be restricted to predicted ‘low rainfall’ months of the year and a 

commitment made to restoration of existing bank profiles; 
• All construction must be conducted outside of the optimal breeding time between September 

and November. 
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Maintain alignment within existing easement away from adjacent habitat for M. iteratus; 
• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent habitat and aquatic environs; 
• Minimize canopy vegetation clearance and keep to the existing cleared easement; 
• Stockpiling of ground litter and topsoil for latter reinstatement; 
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat restoration efforts as 

selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present;  
• Introduction of retained felled timber to facilitate restoration or enhancement of ground 

microhabitat values; 
• Where possible canopy species should be included in revegetation efforts;   
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology); 
• Targeted nocturnal frog survey specific to the detection of M. iteratus. Prevailing weather 

conditions and time of year were unfavorable for species detection. 
 
Further work required 

• Targeted survey aimed at M. iteratus should be conducted in conjunction within known 
breeding activity period between late September and late October to maximize probability 
of detection. 
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7.6 SITE 6: Paynter Creek: Crossing 3 
GPS LOCATION: 0496969  7052592 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.3.1 
• Represents a significant riparian vegetation corridor 
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Giant Barred Frog Mixophyes iteratus Potential (see section 4.2.2.3) 

• Continual canopy cover extends over aquatic margins; 
• Terrestrial habitat consists of intermittent leaf cover and tree debris; 
• Bank structure variable with intermittent steep, undercut banks and exposed roots along 

and into aquatic margins; 
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site visitation; 
• Habitat within easement significantly degraded by weed impact and previous vegetation 

removal. 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Present (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• One individual recorded calling during nocturnal investigations; 
• Expected to be widespread in this locality including throughout the existing weed 

dominated easement. 
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 
with the species. 

Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons Present (Migratory) 
• Recorded at two localities in cleared crossings within the existing easement. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
M. iteratus 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat adjacent to the easement; 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality; 
• Disruption of breeding movements along riparian margins. 

A.brevis 
• Disruption to flows and water distribution associated with inundation within and adjacent to 

the proposed alignment that will assist seasonal movements for the species; 
• Sediment releases into aquatic environments; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance.  

 
E. graciloides 

• Disruption to movement within existing corridor; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 

R. rufifrons 
• Not expected to be impacted by the proposed alignment. 
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Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the west of the existing easement to minimise disturbance to aquatic 
and riparian habitats. Current proposed corridor indicates approximately 50 meters of pipe 
to be laid inside the aquatic margins of the creek. Alternative alignment should be 
considered that does not disturb aquatic margins. Minimal clearing of vegetation alongside 
the easement to the west would allow for construction to occur beside the current option. 
This would require minor changes to pipe laying design; 

• Alignment must be kept to 15 meter maximum;  
• Piled crossing methodology to be considered to maintain existing bank profiles and 

integrity of potential instream habitat specific to M. iteratus; 
• Construction should be restricted to ‘low rainfall’ months of the year and a commitment made to 

restoration of existing bank profiles; 
• All construction must be conducted outside of the optimal breeding time between September 

and November. 
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Maintain alignment within existing easement except where alternate route has been 
proposed away from adjacent habitat for EVR species; 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent habitat and aquatic environs; 
• Minimize canopy vegetation clearance and keep to the existing cleared easement;  
• Stockpiling of ground litter and topsoil for latter reinstatement; 
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat restoration efforts as 

selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present; 
• Where possible canopy species should be included in revegetation efforts;   
• Introduction of retained felled timber to facilitate restoration or enhancement of ground 

microhabitat values; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 
 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology); 
• Targeted nocturnal frog survey specific to the detection of M. iteratus. Prevailing weather 

conditions and time of year were unfavorable for species detection. 
 
Further work required 

• Targeted survey aimed at M. iteratus should be conducted in conjunction within known 
breeding activity period between late September and late October to maximize probability 
of detection. 
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7.7 SITE 7: Petrie Creek Crossing 
GPS LOCATION: 0497087  7055548 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.3.2; 
• Represents a significant riparian vegetation corridor; 
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds on the southern bank; 
• Rehabilitation efforts along creek on the northern bank. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Giant Barred Frog Mixophyes iteratus Potential (see section 4.2.2.3) 

• Continual canopy cover extends over aquatic margins; 
• Terrestrial habitat consists of intermittent leaf cover and tree debris; 
• Bank structure variable with intermittent steep, undercut banks and exposed roots along 

and into aquatic margins; 
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site inspection; 
• Habitat within easement significantly degraded by weed impact and previous vegetation 

removal. 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Expected to occur within the aquatic margins and adjacent creek banks;  
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site inspection; 
• Likely to persist within weed impacted easement on the southern bank at the crossing 

point. 
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Present (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• One individual was discovered beneath discarded plastic sheeting; 
• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 

with the species. 
 
Potential impacts on identified species 
M. iteratus 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat adjacent to the easement; 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality. 

A.brevis 
• Sediment releases into aquatic environments; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance.  

E. graciloides 
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the existing easement to minimise disturbance to riparian habitats;   
• Piled crossing methodology favoured to maintain existing bank profiles and integrity of 

potential instream habitat specific to EVR species; 
• Construction should be restricted to ‘low rainfall’ months of the year and a commitment made to 

restoration of existing bank profiles; 
• All construction must be conducted outside of the optimal breeding time for EVR frogs between 

September and November. 
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Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Maintain alignment within existing easement;  
• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent habitat and aquatic environs; 
• Minimize canopy vegetation clearance and keep to the existing cleared easement.  
• Stockpiling of ground litter and topsoil for latter reinstatement; 
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat restoration efforts as 

selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter;  
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
• Presence of a Fauna Spotter throughout all vegetation removal.  

 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present; 
• Where possible canopy species should be included in revegetation efforts;   
• Introduction of retained felled timber to facilitate restoration or enhancement of ground 

microhabitat values; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 
 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology); 
• Targeted nocturnal frog survey specific to the detection of M. iteratus. Prevailing weather 

conditions and time of year were unfavorable for species detection. 
 
Further work required 

• Targeted survey aimed at M. iteratus should be conducted in conjunction within known 
breeding activity period between late September and late October to maximize probability 
of detection. 

 

7.8 SITE 8: Tuckers Creek crossing behind Maroochy Shire Council Depot, Nambour. 
GPS LOCATION: 0496748  7056255 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.3.2; 
• Riparian vegetation corridor; 
• Two easements heavily impacted by weeds. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Giant Barred Frog Mixophyes iteratus Potential (see section 4.2.2.3) 

• Continual canopy cover extends over aquatic margins; 
• Terrestrial habitat consists of intermittent leaf cover and tree debris; 
• Bank structure variable with intermittent steep, undercut banks and exposed roots along 

and into aquatic margins; 
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site inspection; 
• Habitat within easements significantly degraded by weed impact and previous vegetation 

removal. 
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Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Expected to occur within the aquatic margins and adjacent creek banks;  
• Aquatic habitat assessment not conducted due to significant stream rises during the time 

of site inspection; 
• Likely to persist within weed impacted easements.  

Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 
• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 

with the species. 
 
Potential impacts on identified species 
M. iteratus 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat; 
• Sediment release into aquatic habitats downstream of construction locality. 

A.brevis 
• Sediment releases into aquatic environments; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance.  

E. graciloides 
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor; 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat within the easement. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the existing easement to minimise disturbance to riparian and 
aquatic habitat values; 

• Alignment should cross prior to vegetation immediately after first easement (GPS localities: 
Eastern side 0496752 7056278: Western side 0496737 7056266; 

• Minimise crossing width to 15 meters;  
• Construction should be restricted to ‘low rainfall’ months of the year and a commitment made to 

restoration of existing bank profiles; 
• All construction must be conducted outside of the optimal breeding time for EVR frogs between 

September and November. 
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Maintain crossing point within first easement; 
• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent habitat and aquatic environs; 
• Minimize canopy vegetation clearance;  
• Stockpiling of ground litter and topsoil for latter reinstatement; 
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat restoration efforts as 

selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present; 
• Where possible canopy species should be included in revegetation efforts;   
• Introduction of retained felled timber to facilitate restoration or enhancement of ground 

microhabitat values; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes 
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Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology); 
• Targeted nocturnal frog survey specific to the detection of M. iteratus. Prevailing weather 

conditions and time of year were unfavorable for species detection. 
 
Further work required 

• Targeted survey aimed at M. iteratus should be conducted in conjunction within known 
breeding activity period between late September and late October to maximize probability 
of detection. 

 

7.9 SITE 9: Vegetation north of, and running parallel to Tuckers Creek, Nambour.  
GPS LOCATION: 0496434  7056405 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystems (RE) 12.3.1, 12.12.15a 
• Significant vegetation bordering existing cleared easement and access road; 
• Gully running parallel with portion of the access road; 
• Easement heavily impacted by weeds; 
• Access road facilitates residential development. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Expected to occur within the drainage features;  
• Likely to persist within weed impacted easement subject to pooling and inundation during 

high rainfall events.  
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 
with the species. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat, 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance. 

E. graciloides 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment within the existing easement and access road; 
• Minimise crossing width so no vegetation clearance occurs to the north of the easement 

and access road.  
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent habitats to the north;  
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Fauna Spotter; 
• If disturbance enters remnant vegetation the stockpiling of ground litter for latter 

reinstatement will assist habitat restoration efforts for E. graciloides;  
• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 

enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
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Recommended post construction management 

• Revegetation should include local provenance flora species typical of the RE present; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology) 
 

7.10 SITE 10: Dams either side of easement at the end of Tuckers Creek Road, Nambour 
GPS LOCATION: 0495592  7056428 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystems (RE) 12.3.2, 12.12.15a adjacent to dams; 
• Two dams with one either side of easement; 
• Significant vegetation bordering dams; 
• Easement impacted by causeway clearance. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Expected to occur within vegetated areas around the dam periphery.  
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• May occur within ground litter and available microhabitat where canopy is persistent on the 
dam periphery. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance. 

E. graciloides 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat. 

 
Additionally it should be noted that disturbance to the aquatic values of such a water body should 
be avoided. Turtles and a variety of water birds were observed to utilise the locality and its current 
integrity should be maintained. 
 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment within the existing easement through the causeway; 
• Minimise crossing width at causeway to reduce any impact on dams if trenching method is 

adopted. 
 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into waterways;  
• If the aquatic margins are to be disturbed an inspection prior to and supervision during 

vegetation clearance should be conducted by a Fauna Spotter; 
• Stockpiling of ground litter and topsoil for latter reinstatement; 

 
Recommended post construction management 

• Assisted revegetation with provenant flora species typical of the RE’s present to enhance 
the riparian integrity; 

• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 
sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 
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Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology) 
 

7.11 SITE 11: Significant 12.3.2 vegetation along Tuckers Creek to the immediate west of 
the existing easement 

GPS LOCATION: 0495348  7056371 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystems (RE) 12.3.2; 
• Considered as a significant potentially receiving environ immediate to easement; 
• Considerable slope descending from existing easement to creek. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 

• May occur within ground litter and available microhabitat where canopy is persistent on the 
dam periphery 

Ophioscincus truncatus (see section 4.2.3.3.) 
• Potential to occur within leaf litter and under ground debris 

Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa (see section 4.2.4.11.) 
• May utilise this lowland riparian margin within an overall home range as a prey resource. 

Powerful Owl Ninox strenua (see section 4.2.4.8) 
• May utilise this lowland riparian margin within an overall home range as a prey resource. 

 
Potential impacts on identified species 
E. graciloides 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat. 
O. truncatus 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat. 
Tyto tenebricosa 

• No impacts expected. 
Ninox strenua 

• No impacts expected. 
 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the north of the easement where possible. This will alleviate 
concerns associated with potential disturbance to the south. The location of dams to the 
east prior too may cause problems with regards to a northern approach; 

• Maintain alignment away from descending slope to the south to minimise potential 
sediment runoff. 

 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into adjacent vegetation and creek; 
• No vegetation clearance to the west.  

 
Recommended post construction management 

• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 
sufficiently exclude weed invasion. 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology) 
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7.12 SITE 12: Duhls Road crossing north to tributary of Tuckers Creek. 
GPS LOCATION: 0494864  7056722 to 0494882  7056950 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystems (RE) 12.3.2, 12.12.15; 
• Northern tributary of Tuckers Creek runs through and along the existing easement; 
• Band of eucalypts to the west of the existing easement; 
• Rock substrate on slope towards creek. 

 
Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Potential (see section 4.2.5.3) 

• Woodland corridor running north-south contains suitable food trees.  
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Expected to occur within the aquatic margins and adjacent creek banks;  
• Likely to persist within weed impacted easements.  

Elf skink Eroticoscincus graciloides: Potential (see section 4.2.3.2) 
• Substantial ground litter and available microhabitat in known vegetation type associated 

with the species. 
 
Potential impacts on identified species 
P. cinereus 

• Clearing of potential food resource; 
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor. 

A.brevis 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat; 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance. 

E. graciloides 
• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat. 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the west of the existing easement to minimise disturbance to riparian 
margins of creek; 

• Minimise vegetation clearance of suitable food trees. 
 

Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 
• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into creek to the east;  
• Inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by a 

Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of all tree hollows, rocks and select felled timber for inclusion in ground 

microhabitat restoration efforts as selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
 
Recommended post construction management 

• Assisted revegetation with provenant flora species typical of the RE’s present; 
• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 

sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 
• Restoration of creek bank profiles; 
• Introduction of retained tree hollows, rocks or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration 

or enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes. 
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Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology). 
 

7.13 SITE 13: Caboolture Creek and vegetation to the north 
GPS LOCATION: 0495592  7056428 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.12.15a; 
• Significant vegetation east and west of the existing easement; 
• Easement with heavy weed intrusion; 
• Woodland corridor running east-west. 
 

Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Present (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• One individual recorded calling during diurnal investigations; 
• Expected to be widespread in this locality including throughout the existing weed 

dominated easement. 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Potential (see section 4.2.5.3) 

• Woodland corridor running east-west contains suitable food trees.  
Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa (see section 4.2.4.11) 

• May utilise this sloping lowland woodland within an overall home range as a prey resource. 
Powerful Owl Ninox strenua (see section 4.2.4.8) 

• May utilise this sloping lowland woodland within an overall home range as a prey resource. 
 
Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat, 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance. 

P. cinereus 
• Clearing of potential food resource  
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor 

Tyto tenebricosa 
• No impacts expected 

Ninox strenua 
• No impacts expected 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the west of the existing easement to minimise clearing of woodland 
corridor 

 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into waterways,  
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance and riparian 

disturbance should be conducted by a Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of all tree hollows and select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat 

restoration efforts as selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
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Recommended post construction management 

• Assisted revegetation with provenant flora species typical of the RE’s present to enhance 
riparian integrity; 

• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 
sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 

• Restoration of creek bank profiles; 
• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 

enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes. 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology). 
 

7.14 SITE 14: Open forest woodland adjacent to Mt Crombe Road 
GPS LOCATION: 0495245  7059880 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.12.12  
• Of concern vegetation east and west of the existing easement 
• Easement cleared  
• Woodland corridor running east-west 
 

Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Likely within drainage feature to the west of the easement 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Potential (see section 4.2.5.3) 

• Woodland corridor running east-west contains suitable food trees.  
 
Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Sediment deposition in adjacent drainage line 
P. cinereus 

• Clearing of potential food resource  
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the west of the existing easement to minimise clearing of woodland 
corridor 

 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into drainage feature; 
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance should be conducted by 

a Fauna Spotter; 
• Retention of all tree hollows and select felled timber for inclusion in ground microhabitat 

restoration efforts as selected by a qualified Fauna Spotter; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
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Recommended post construction management 

• Assisted revegetation with provenant flora species typical of the RE’s present to enhance 
corridor integrity; 

• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 
sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 

• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 
enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 

• Installation of habitat replacement boxes. 
 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology). 
 

7.15 SITE 15: Woodland and riparian vegetation adjacent to Creighton’s Road 
GPS LOCATION: 0495308  7060103 
 
Site features 

• Regional Ecosystem (RE) 12.12.12, 12.3.2  
• Easement with creek crossing and minimal weed intrusion 
• Open woodland corridor running east-west 
 

Fauna species occurring or potentially present within or adjacent to the site and relevant habitat 
features 
Tusked Frog Adelotus brevis: Potential (see section 4.2.2.1) 

• Likely to occur along riparian margins 
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: Potential (see section 4.2.5.3) 

• Woodland corridor running east-west contains suitable food trees.  
 
Potential impacts on identified species 
A.brevis 

• Temporary displacement from and loss of existing habitat, 
• Mortality during initial vegetation clearance. 

P. cinereus 
• Clearing of potential food resource  
• Disruption to movement within existing corridor 

 
Recommended alignment location and width  

• Maintain alignment to the east of the existing easement to minimise clearing of woodland 
corridor 

 
Recommended mitigation and management during vegetation clearance and construction 

• Sediment controls required to avoid runoff into waterways;  
• An inspection prior to and supervision during vegetation clearance and riparian 

disturbance should be conducted by a Fauna Spotter; 
• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 

enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Inventory of potential arboreal habitats lost through clearance operations. Artificial “nest 

boxes” will assist habitat replacement values for the site. 
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Recommended post construction management 

• Assisted revegetation with provenant flora species typical of the RE’s present to enhance 
riparian integrity; 

• Weed suppression activities should be conducted until rehabilitated areas are able to 
sufficiently exclude weed invasion; 

• Restoration of creek bank profiles; 
• Introduction of retained tree hollows or selected felled timber to facilitate restoration or 

enhancement of ground microhabitat values; 
• Installation of habitat replacement boxes. 

 
Investigations conducted  

• Ground searches for EVR species as described in section (methodology). 
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8 POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 
A number of impacts have been identified that may adversely effect EVR species within the 
project area. Specific species impacts have been identified to site level and are shown in section 
6. Additionally other more generic impacts have been identified that could potentially cause 
disruption to fauna within the vegetation clearance, construction and post construction phases. 
The following table identifies these potential impacts and provides mitigatory measures applicable 
to harm minimisation and reinstatement objectives. 

8.1 Table 8.1: Potential impacts and suggested mitigatory methods for the proposed 
alignment. 

 
Potential Impacts Suggested mitigatory measures 

General Impacts (may be relevant throughout the project duration) 

Disruption to species breeding and seasonal 
movements 

• Maintain disturbance period outside of 
known breeding periods for identified 
EVR species; 

• Ensure required habitat structures are 
reinstated to facilitate further fauna 
movement after construction;  

• Minimise alignment width in key habitat 
localities; 

• Facilitate connectivity after construction 
through habitat reinstatement efforts. 

Vehicular strike  • Ensure environmental induction process 
promotes awareness of potential fauna 
on access and surrounding roads. 

Erosion/sediment intrusion on surrounding 
environments 

• Maintain sediment fencing and soil 
stability controls to exclude substrate  
movement into adjacent habitats; 

• Ensure water runoff from construction 
areas does not increase turbidity of 
aquatic environs impacting immediate 
and downstream habitats; 

• Keep water crossing construction to 
periods of expected low rainfall events. 

Increased release of dust into adjacent environs • Maintain dust suppression activities. 

Decreased connectivity of arboreal habitat limiting 
movement of arboreal fauna species. 

• Maintain minimal construction width in 
identified key areas within suitable 
habitat; 

• Maintain intermittent standing trees within 
the construction alignment where 
possible to facilitate movement of 
arboreal mammals. 

Fauna utilising structure within the alignment 
corridor during construction activities. 

• Minimise available structure that may be 
utilised within the Right of Way by 
transient fauna for temporary refugia; 

• Erect fauna barrier fencing in areas 
where significant fauna can be effectively 
excluded. 
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Potential Impacts Suggested mitigatory measures 

General Impacts (may be relevant throughout the project duration) 

Encouraging or facilitating pest species within the 
project area 

• Maintain good house keeping by not 
discarding rubbish especially food into 
adjacent localities or onto the Right of 
Way; 

• Report all newly excavated burrows 
within soil stockpiles and bunting to the 
Environment supervisor for species 
determination; 

• Removed pest species when detected. 

Vegetation clearance phase 

Removal of arboreal microhabitat i.e. tree hollows, 
fissures, exfoliations  

• Inventory of arboreal microhabitat to be 
taken with reinstatement of artificial “nest 
boxes” within adjacent vegetation; 

• Hollows felled during clearance to be 
stockpiled for latter reinstatement as 
potential terrestrial fauna habitat; 

• A Wildlife Spotter should be present and 
have inspected the area to identify 
potentially occupied microhabitat before 
clearance.  

Removal of arboreal feeding resource for folivores 
and nectivores 

• Revegetation efforts should include 
endemic species and where possible 
replicate those species initially removed; 

• A Wildlife Spotter should be present and 
have inspected the area to locate 
potentially occupant Koalas before 
clearance. 

Removal of terrestrial microhabitat i.e. ground 
hollows, rocks and vegetation. 

• Stockpiling of ground hollows and rocks 
for latter reinstatement. Revegetation 
efforts should include endemic species.;  

• Inspection of suitable ground refugia to 
be conducted by a Wildlife Spotter prior 
to clearance. 

Removal of vegetation and structure associated 
with aquatic margins. 

• Ensure adequate sediment controls are 
in place to minimise movement of 
substrate into aquatic environs; 

• Retain a band of vegetation or introduce 
mulched vegetation to act as a natural 
filter for water runoff ; 
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Potential Impacts Suggested mitigatory measures 

Construction Phase 

Open trenches effectively trapping transient fauna • Provide a natural ramp at the end of 
trenches for fauna exit; 

• Where more than 15mtrs of trench is left 
open overnight have a Wildlife Spotter 
inspect the trench before commencement 
of work; 

• Provide adequate refugia for potentially 
trapped animals to avoid predation or 
dehydration; 

• Provide floating refugia to avoid fauna 
drowning in trench during high rainfall 
events; 

• Specific attention may be need within 
sensitive areas with a significant fauna 
presence. 

Removal of aquatic habitats e.g. dams and 
significant disturbance to rivers, drainages and 
creeks 

• Where dams or ponded features are to 
be drained or significantly disturbed 
trapping efforts should be initiated to 
determine the current occupancy of turtle 
species prior to works. These will require 
relocation if deemed present by a Wildlife 
Spotter; 

• Maintain minimum alignment width within 
aquatic environs; 

• Inspection of riparian margins where EVR 
frogs may be present prior to habitat 
disturbance; 

• Reinstatement of existing bank profiles 
immediately after finishing construction 
activities.  

Post construction phase 

Weed invasion of Right of Way and adjacent 
localities 

• Ensure reinstatement activities are 
conducted immediately after construction 
is complete; 

• Frequently monitor the success of 
reinstatement efforts and employ weed 
suppression to facilitate endemic 
revegetation efforts where it is 
determined fauna are being adversely 
affected;  

• Employ canopy species where possible 
to avoid latter weed intrusion. 

Pest fauna species invasion of Right of Way and 
adjacent localities 

• Monitor reinstatement localities to ensure 
pest fauna species are not  facilitated by 
the reinstatement process; 

• Remove pest species where possible. 



Fauna Habitat Assessment and EVR Species Investigations  
Proposed Alignment for Northern Pipeline Interconnector Stage 2 Palmwoods to Yandina 21/03/2008 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd.  Page 65 
Report number 0801 Final Report 

9 FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS AND WORK 

9.1 EVR Frog Investigations. 
Conditions throughout field investigations where unfavourable to the instream habitat assessment 
and species detection components of the study. Targeted survey for the Giant–barred Frog 
(Mixophyes iteratus) was most notably hampered with the significant rise of all creeks within the 
project area due to high rainfall.  

It is recommended that further investigations targeting this species in suitable habitat be 
conducted to determine the presence/absence status at proposed crossing locations. Field timing 
should, where possible coincide with periods of high vocal activity and movement to increase the 
probability of detection. It is recommended that survey be conducted within the months of 
September and October to facilitate this objective. 

9.2 Tunnel Boring Entry and Exit Points. 
Currently the entry and exit points of proposed tunnels within the vicinity of Kocho Road, Nambour 
and Panorama Drive, Rosemount have not been finalized and therefore not included within the 
scope of these field investigations. Options include the use of previously cleared areas as well as 
the removal of vegetation from within and adjacent to existing easements. The disturbance of 
vegetation in these areas will require further investigation as to the potential impacts on fauna 
values.  

9.3 Koala Management 
As previously detailed the proposed alignment traverses habitat utilised by the Koala (P. 
cinereus). The ranging nature of the species sees it utilise areas of high, low and even singular 
tree densities. Singular trees within cleared farmland are often important corridor components of a 
Koalas home range as both an intermittent feed resource and/or temporary refugia between more 
significant vegetation stands.  

The final alignment should consider avoiding trees that may provide intermittent resource for 
ranging P.cinereus. Furthermore, reinstatement efforts should consider the strategic introduction 
of suitable tree species that may facilitate the movement of the species throughout the project 
area.  

The vegetation clearance component of the project should be mindful of the transient and 
unpredictable nature of the species and ensure any suitable trees to be felled within the alignment 
be inspected by a Wildlife Spotter before removal. 

9.4 Monitoring of Key Localities and Species Post Construction.    
A number of localities were identified as containing significant habitat and/or species during the 
FHA process (see section 6). These localities will require further monitoring post construction as 
indicators to the success of the reinstatement efforts. Monitoring efforts should assess the 
following 

• Weed intrusion within and adjacent to the construction footprint; 

• Success of revegetation effort; 

• Riparian bank profile stability at crossing points; 

• The presence of pest fauna species; 

• Utilisation of introduced habitat structures such as ground timber and nest boxes; 

• The persistence of key EVR species within and adjacent to the alignment including 
downstream surveys in aquatic environs.
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10 CONCLUSIONS 
The proposed alignment will see disturbance and removal of fauna habitats at a number of 
locations within the project area. It is expected that the project will potentially impede the natural 
progression of species during construction and will result in displacement of individual animals 
within disturbed areas.  

Mitigation regarding the potential impacts to EVR and general fauna communities is achievable 
provided management of identified sites and the highlighted species is maintained throughout the 
duration of the project and during rehabilitation efforts. 

The recommended further work regarding detection of EVR frog species before the 
commencement of works should be undertaken before determining final crossing methodologies 
at potential habitat localities. 
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12 APPENDICES 

12.1 EPBC Act Protected Matters Report – Nambour to Palmwoods 

 
This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other 
matters protected by the EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Information on the coverage of 
this report and qualifications on data supporting this report are contained in the caveat at the end 
of the report.  

You may wish to print this report for reference before moving to other pages or websites. 

The Australian Natural Resources Atlas at http://www.environment.gov.au/atlas may provide 
further environmental information relevant to your selected area. Information about the EPBC Act 
including significance guidelines, forms and application process details can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/index.html 

 

 

This map may contain data which are 
© Commonwealth of Australia 
(Geoscience Australia) 
© 2007 MapData Sciences Pty Ltd, PSMA 

Search Type: Area 

Buffer: 0 km 

Coordinates: -26.61356,152.9374, -26.61356,153.0103, -26.7011,153.0103, -
26.7011,152.9374 
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Summary 
 
Matters of National Environmental Significance 

This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may 
occur in, or may relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail 
part of the report, which can be accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If you are 
proposing to undertake an activity that may have a significant impact on one or more matters of 
national environmental significance then you should consider the Administrative Guidelines on 
Significance - see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html. 

World Heritage Properties: None 

National Heritage Places:  None 

Wetlands of International Significance:  
(Ramsar Sites) 

1 

Commonwealth Marine Areas: None 

Threatened Ecological Communities: None 

Threatened Species: 22 

Migratory Species: 16 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 

This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the 
area you nominated. Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects 
the environment on Commonwealth land, when the action is outside the Commonwealth land, or 
the environment anywhere when the action is taken on Commonwealth land. Approval may also 
be required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to take an action that is 
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likely to have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.  
 
The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the 
actions taken on Commonwealth land, and the environment from actions taken by 
Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a place are part of the 'environment', these aspects 
of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a Commonwealth Heritage place 
and the heritage values of a place on the Register of the National Estate. Information on the new 
heritage laws can be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/index.html.  
 
Please note that the current dataset on Commonwealth land is not complete. Further information 
on Commonwealth land would need to be obtained from relevant sources including 
Commonwealth agencies, local agencies, and land tenure maps.  
 
A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member 
of a listed threatened species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, 
whales and other cetaceans, or a member of a listed marine species. Information on EPBC Act 
permit requirements and application forms can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/permits/index.html. 

Commonwealth Lands: None 

Commonwealth Heritage Places:  None 

Places on the RNE: 2 

Listed Marine Species: 14 

Whales and Other Cetaceans: None 

Critical Habitats: None 

Commonwealth Reserves: None 

Extra Information 

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have 
nominated. 

State and Territory Reserves: 2  

Other Commonwealth Reserves: None 

Regional Forest Agreements: 1  
 

   
Details 
Matters of National Environmental Significance 
Wetlands of International Significance [ Dataset Information ]  
(Ramsar Sites)  

MORETON BAY   Within same catchment as Ramsar site

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 
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Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni*  
Coxen's Fig-Parrot  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Erythrotriorchis radiatus *  
Red Goshawk  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Rostratula australis *  
Australian Painted Snipe  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Turnix melanogaster *  
Black-breasted Button-quail  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Frogs 

Mixophyes iteratus *  
Southern Barred Frog, Giant Barred Frog  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Insects 

Phyllodes imperialis (southern subsp. - ANIC 
3333)*  
a moth  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Mammals 

Chalinolobus dwyeri *  
Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Dasyurus maculatus maculatus (SE mainland 
population)*  
Spot-tailed Quoll, Spotted-tail Quoll, Tiger 
Quoll (southeastern mainland population)  

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Potorous tridactylus tridactylus*  
Long-nosed Potoroo (SE mainland)  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Pteropus poliocephalus *  
Grey-headed Flying-fox  

Vulnerable Roosting known to occur within area

Reptiles 

Coeranoscincus reticulatus *  
Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Plants 

Bosistoa selwynii *  
Heart-leaved Bosistoa  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Bosistoa transversa *  
Three-leaved Bosistoa  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Bulbophyllum globuliforme *  
Miniature Moss-orchid  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Cryptocarya foetida *  
Stinking Cryptocarya, Stinking Laurel  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

 
Floydia praealta *  
Ball Nut, Possum Nut, Big Nut, Beefwood  

 
Vulnerable 

 
Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Graptophyllum reticulatum *  Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
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Veiny Graptophyllum  occur within area 

Macadamia ternifolia *  
Small-fruited Queensland Nut  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Phaius australis *  
Lesser Swamp-orchid  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Plectranthus torrenticola *  Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Romnalda strobilacea *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Triunia robusta *  Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Migratory Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Migratory Terrestrial Species 

Birds 

Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni*  
Coxen's Fig-Parrot  

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch  

Migratory Breeding may occur within area 

Monarcha trivirgatus  
Spectacled Monarch  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail  

Migratory Breeding may occur within area 

Migratory Wetland Species 

Birds 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 



Fauna Habitat Assessment and EVR Species Investigations  
Proposed Alignment for Northern Pipeline Interconnector Stage 2 Palmwoods to Yandina 21/03/2008 

Queensland Fauna Consultancy Pty Ltd.  Page 75 
Report number 0801 Final Report 

Painted Snipe  within area 

Migratory Marine Birds 

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 
Listed Marine Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 

Anseranas semipalmata  
Magpie Goose  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  

Listed Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

 
 
 
Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater  

 
 
 
Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

 
 
 
Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 
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Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding may occur within area 

Monarcha trivirgatus  
Spectacled Monarch  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding may occur within area 

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Places on the RNE [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that not all Indigenous sites may be listed. 

Historic 
Nurses Quarters (former) Nambour Hospital QLD 

Natural 

North Coast Railway National Parks QLD 

Extra Information 
State and Territory Reserves [ Dataset Information ]  

Eudlo Creek National Park, QLD   

Ferntree Creek National Park, QLD   

Regional Forest Agreements [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that all RFA areas including those still under consideration have been included.  

South East Queensland RFA, Queensland   
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Caveat 

The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as 
acknowledged at the end of the report.  

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in 
determining obligations under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. It holds mapped locations of World Heritage and Register of National Estate properties, 
Wetlands of International Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed 
threatened, migratory and marine species and listed threatened ecological communities. Mapping 
of Commonwealth land is not complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a range of 
sources at various resolutions.  

Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report is a 
general guide only. Where available data supports mapping, the type of presence that can be 
determined from the data is indicated in general terms. People using this information in making a 
referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and consider other 
information sources.  

For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived 
from recovery plans, State vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where 
threatened ecological community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps and 
point location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.  

For species where the distributions are well known, maps are digitised from sources such as 
recovery plans and detailed habitat studies. Where appropriate, core breeding, foraging and 
roosting areas are indicated under "type of presence". For species whose distributions are less well 
known, point locations are collated from government wildlife authorities, museums, and non-
government organisations; bioclimatic distribution models are generated and these validated by 
experts. In some cases, the distribution maps are based solely on expert knowledge.  

Only selected species covered by the migratory and marine provisions of the Act have been 
mapped.  

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in 
reports produced from this database: 

• threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants  
• some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed  
• some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area  
• migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers.  

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the 
species: 

• non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites;  
• seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent.  

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine 
environment.
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12.2 EPBC Act Protected Matter Report – Nambour to Yandina 
 
This report provides general guidance on matters of national environmental significance and other 
matters protected by the EPBC Act in the area you have selected. Information on the coverage of 
this report and qualifications on data supporting this report are contained in the caveat at the end 
of the report.  

You may wish to print this report for reference before moving to other pages or websites. 

The Australian Natural Resources Atlas at http://www.environment.gov.au/atlas may provide 
further environmental information relevant to your selected area. Information about the EPBC Act 
including significance guidelines, forms and application process details can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/index.html 

 

 

This map may contain data which are 
© Commonwealth of Australia 
(Geoscience Australia) 
© 2007 MapData Sciences Pty Ltd, PSMA 

Search Type: Area 

Buffer: 0 km 

Coordinates: -26.55966,152.9204, -26.55966,152.9838, -26.6199,152.9838, -
26.6199,152.9204 
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Summary 
Matters of National Environmental Significance 

This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may 
occur in, or may relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail 
part of the report, which can be accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If you are 
proposing to undertake an activity that may have a significant impact on one or more matters of 
national environmental significance then you should consider the Administrative Guidelines on 
Significance - see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html. 

World Heritage Properties: None 

National Heritage Places:  None 

Wetlands of International Significance:  
(Ramsar Sites) 

1 

Commonwealth Marine Areas: None 

Threatened Ecological Communities: None 

Threatened Species: 19 

Migratory Species: 16 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 

This part of the report summarises other matters protected under the Act that may relate to the 
area you nominated. Approval may be required for a proposed activity that significantly affects 
the environment on Commonwealth land, when the action is outside the Commonwealth land, or 
the environment anywhere when the action is taken on Commonwealth land. Approval may also 
be required for the Commonwealth or Commonwealth agencies proposing to take an action that is 
likely to have a significant impact on the environment anywhere.  
 
The EPBC Act protects the environment on Commonwealth land, the environment from the 
actions taken on Commonwealth land, and the environment from actions taken by 
Commonwealth agencies. As heritage values of a place are part of the 'environment', these aspects 
of the EPBC Act protect the Commonwealth Heritage values of a Commonwealth Heritage place 
and the heritage values of a place on the Register of the National Estate. Information on the new 
heritage laws can be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/index.html.  
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Please note that the current dataset on Commonwealth land is not complete. Further information 
on Commonwealth land would need to be obtained from relevant sources including 
Commonwealth agencies, local agencies, and land tenure maps.  
 
A permit may be required for activities in or on a Commonwealth area that may affect a member 
of a listed threatened species or ecological community, a member of a listed migratory species, 
whales and other cetaceans, or a member of a listed marine species. Information on EPBC Act 
permit requirements and application forms can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/permits/index.html. 

Commonwealth Lands: 1 

Commonwealth Heritage Places:  None 

Places on the RNE: 2 

Listed Marine Species: 14 

Whales and Other Cetaceans: None 

Critical Habitats: None 

Commonwealth Reserves: None 

Extra Information 

This part of the report provides information that may also be relevant to the area you have 
nominated. 

State and Territory Reserves: 1  

Other Commonwealth Reserves: None 

Regional Forest Agreements: 1  
 

   
Details 
 
Matters of National Environmental Significance 
Wetlands of International Significance [ Dataset Information ]  
(Ramsar Sites)  

MORETON BAY   Within same catchment as Ramsar site

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 

Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni*  
Coxen's Fig-Parrot  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Erythrotriorchis radiatus *  
Red Goshawk  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Rostratula australis *  
Australian Painted Snipe  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Turnix melanogaster *  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
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Black-breasted Button-quail  occur within area 

Frogs 

Mixophyes iteratus *  
Southern Barred Frog, Giant Barred Frog  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Insects 

Phyllodes imperialis (southern subsp. - ANIC 
3333)*  
a moth  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Mammals 

Chalinolobus dwyeri *  
Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Dasyurus maculatus maculatus (SE mainland 
population)*  
Spot-tailed Quoll, Spotted-tail Quoll, Tiger 
Quoll (southeastern mainland population)  

Endangered Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Potorous tridactylus tridactylus*  
Long-nosed Potoroo (SE mainland)  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Pteropus poliocephalus *  
Grey-headed Flying-fox  

Vulnerable Roosting known to occur within area

Reptiles 

Coeranoscincus reticulatus *  
Three-toed Snake-tooth Skink  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Plants 

Bosistoa selwynii *  
Heart-leaved Bosistoa  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Bosistoa transversa *  
Three-leaved Bosistoa  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Bulbophyllum globuliforme *  
Miniature Moss-orchid  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Cryptocarya foetida *  
Stinking Cryptocarya, Stinking Laurel  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Floydia praealta *  
Ball Nut, Possum Nut, Big Nut, Beefwood  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Graptophyllum reticulatum *  
Veiny Graptophyllum  

Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Macadamia ternifolia *  
Small-fruited Queensland Nut  

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Triunia robusta *  Endangered Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Migratory Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Migratory Terrestrial Species 
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Birds 

Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni*  
Coxen's Fig-Parrot  

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  

Migratory Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch  

Migratory Breeding may occur within area 

Monarcha trivirgatus  
Spectacled Monarch  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail  

Migratory Breeding may occur within area 

Migratory Wetland Species 

Birds 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Migratory Marine Birds 

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

Migratory Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Migratory Breeding likely to occur within area 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC Act 
Listed Marine Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 

Anseranas semipalmata  
Magpie Goose  

Listed - 
overfly 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 
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marine 
area 

Apus pacificus  
Fork-tailed Swift  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

 
 
Ardea alba  
Great Egret, White Egret  

 
 
Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

 
 
Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Ardea ibis  
Cattle Egret  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Gallinago hardwickii *  
Latham's Snipe, Japanese Snipe  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Haliaeetus leucogaster  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle  

Listed Species or species habitat likely to 
occur within area 

Hirundapus caudacutus  
White-throated Needletail  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Merops ornatus *  
Rainbow Bee-eater  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Monarcha melanopsis  
Black-faced Monarch  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding may occur within area 

Monarcha trivirgatus  
Spectacled Monarch  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Myiagra cyanoleuca  
Satin Flycatcher  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding likely to occur within area 

Nettapus coromandelianus albipennis  
Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 
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Rhipidura rufifrons  
Rufous Fantail  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Breeding may occur within area 

Rostratula benghalensis s. lat.  
Painted Snipe  

Listed - 
overfly 
marine 
area 

Species or species habitat may occur 
within area 

Commonwealth Lands [ Dataset Information ]  

Defence     

Places on the RNE [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that not all Indigenous sites may be listed. 

Historic 
Koongalba QLD 

Natural 
North Coast Railway National Parks QLD 

 
Extra Information 
State and Territory Reserves [ Dataset Information ]  

Ferntree Creek National Park, QLD   

Regional Forest Agreements [ Dataset Information ]  
Note that all RFA areas including those still under consideration have been included.  

South East Queensland RFA, Queensland   
   

 
Caveat 

The information presented in this report has been provided by a range of data sources as 
acknowledged at the end of the report.  

This report is designed to assist in identifying the locations of places which may be relevant in 
determining obligations under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. It holds mapped locations of World Heritage and Register of National Estate properties, 
Wetlands of International Importance, Commonwealth and State/Territory reserves, listed 
threatened, migratory and marine species and listed threatened ecological communities. Mapping 
of Commonwealth land is not complete at this stage. Maps have been collated from a range of 
sources at various resolutions.  

Not all species listed under the EPBC Act have been mapped (see below) and therefore a report is a 
general guide only. Where available data supports mapping, the type of presence that can be 
determined from the data is indicated in general terms. People using this information in making a 
referral may need to consider the qualifications below and may need to seek and consider other 
information sources.  
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For threatened ecological communities where the distribution is well known, maps are derived 
from recovery plans, State vegetation maps, remote sensing imagery and other sources. Where 
threatened ecological community distributions are less well known, existing vegetation maps and 
point location data are used to produce indicative distribution maps.  

For species where the distributions are well known, maps are digitised from sources such as 
recovery plans and detailed habitat studies. Where appropriate, core breeding, foraging and 
roosting areas are indicated under "type of presence". For species whose distributions are less well 
known, point locations are collated from government wildlife authorities, museums, and non-
government organisations; bioclimatic distribution models are generated and these validated by 
experts. In some cases, the distribution maps are based solely on expert knowledge.  

Only selected species covered by the migratory and marine provisions of the Act have been 
mapped.  

The following species and ecological communities have not been mapped and do not appear in 
reports produced from this database: 

• threatened species listed as extinct or considered as vagrants  
• some species and ecological communities that have only recently been listed  
• some terrestrial species that overfly the Commonwealth marine area  
• migratory species that are very widespread, vagrant, or only occur in small numbers.  

The following groups have been mapped, but may not cover the complete distribution of the 
species: 

• non-threatened seabirds which have only been mapped for recorded breeding sites;  
• seals which have only been mapped for breeding sites near the Australian continent.  

Such breeding sites may be important for the protection of the Commonwealth Marine 
environment. 
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12.3 Wildlife Online Extract – Nambour to Palmwoods Species List 
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12.4 Wildlife Online Extract – Nambour to Yandina Species List 
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