








AQUIS RESORT AT THE
GREAT BARRIER REEF
CONSULTATION REPORT

OCTOBER 2013 30 3528/02/R-DM0225

Figure 4.2 Word frequency analysis of negative comments – Community Feedback
Forms (top 100 words shown)

(high frequency words removed: Cairns, project, development, idea, think, want, Knob, may, go like, used, also, beautiful,

etc, please, going, bring, now).

Figure 4.2 reflects the broader concern of respondents with water use, environmental

impacts (particularly on the Great Barrier Reef) and changes in traffic conditions. These

comments are represented in more detail in the Schedule of comments in Section 4.2

below.
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5.0 SCHEDULE OF COMMENTS

The schedule of comments has been developed from the Issues Register, which

compiled outcomes of consultation on the Aquis Resort at The Great Barrier Reef from

multiple sources, as detailed in Section 3.2 of this report. To maintain accuracy in

reporting these results, full comments or sections of meeting records were recorded and

classified at multiple points, so may appear more than once in the summaries of

comments. Issues identified in the consultation were classified into 7 key areas, in line

with the categorisation of impacts in the EIS process. These areas are:

1. Environment;

2. Community;

3. Economic;

4. Infrastructure;

5. Project;

6. Approval process; and

7. Resources.

A comprehensive list of responses categorised into these key areas can be viewed in

Appendix D. This section details the key issues identified within each category.

5.1 Environment

As mentioned in Section 6.1, environment has been a key issue for both objections to

and conditional approval for the proposal. The majority of responses were concerned

with generally protecting the environment, however specific issues arose as well. These

have been classified through the Issues Register into six categories:

 Ecosystem;

 Hazards;

 Water quality;

 Soil;

 Flora/fauna; and

 People
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Whilst the issues raised within this report identify community concerns regarding the

environment arising from the consultation, actual and anticipated environmental impacts

and mitigation strategies are addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment.

5.1.1 Ecosystem

Protection for the ecosystem of the area, including the Great Barrier Reef, was

considered to be of key importance to approval for the project. Table 5.1 below shows a

selection of comments directly addressing general protection of the ecosystem.

Table 5.1 Environment – Ecosystem: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS733 Concerned about environmental impact.

CS289 Excellent provided environment problems are addressed.
CS12.1 As long as it has no negative impact on the environment, go for it!

CS23.2 As long as it is in line with environmental guidelines it would be a great asset
to the area

CS204 The project concepts seem extremely well planned and although the
footprint is large, seems not a lot of environmental impact.  We welcome the
economic opportunity the project will bring to Cairns.

CS220 If no harm done to the environment and a plan to increase flights and
Tourism to the area, I think it will be good for Cairns.

CS471 Fantastic idea - care to be taken for environment

CS15.1 Look after environment
CS684 Deeply concerned about long term impacts - environmental, social in

particular.  The state development & public works act has nowhere near
enough concern for environmental management.  The Great Barrier Reef
remains FNQ's greatest asset lets not trash it!

CS16.1 Hopefully help the locals with jobs and most importantly that it does not
interfere with the ecosystem - we are fortunate to have the rainforest and
the reef, we must preserve, respect & enjoy this beautiful part of the world.
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5.1.2 Hazards

Two natural hazards were mentioned in the Issues Register relating to the development:

Flooding and Cyclones. A number of concerns were raised about the location of the

project being on a flood plain and close to the coast. In particular, Yorkeys Know

residents were concerned that the development may worsen flooding for the township.

Table 5.2 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing these hazards.

Table 5.2 Environment – Hazards: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS796 Massive, have some doubts about the size, cyclone / flood area

CS924 Very large! Stadium feels a bit extreme.  Questions about the flooding of the
golf course.  All seems exciting.

CS721 I am concerned about: Flooding of Yorkeys Knob township due to
interference of water flow into & out of creeks.  Are you going to be foing
any dredging?  If so, are you going to dump this mud into reef/ocean/nearby
beaches or is it going to be used for construction?

CRGE3 Barron River mouth is dynamic and could shift in a major flood event
CS849 Processing the floodwater flow during major flood events would seem to be

a challenge in terms of 'no worsening' for existing properties.
CS909 Main concern is flooding?  Water diverted to where?
CS916 I think the Developer must be mad to contemplate a development on the

scale set out in the official documents and to build it on a floodplain.  It is
significant that where I live in Yorkeys no insurance company will insure the
property since they became aware of the radical change in the worlds
climate and its impact on Yorkeys.

CS272.1 As long as you sort out the flooding and how it affects the residents.

5.1.3 Water quality

The nature of the proposal having a significant relationship with the water through the

Lake and integration with flood areas which flow to the Great Barrier Reef raised issues

around buffers, runoff, pesticide, weeds, and dredging. Table 5.3 below shows a

selection of comments directly addressing water quality.
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Table 5.3 Environment – Water quality: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS845 Building heights too high - pollution into creek / ocean - chemical and plastic

- chemical run off from golf course, gardens, etc. - control of mosquito and
sandfly - drift of fogging - changes to hydrological flows of creek, affects to
surrounding areas in major flood event. Views from Holloways Beach
residences and beach front towards ranges blocked by buildings. Requires
reply to the above questions by email.

CRGE8 Damage to GBR through decreased water quality
CS744 Would be a potential boost to local economies but major concerns are

environmental impact (50 years of pollution from chemicals used on cane
fields weeping out onto the GBR which is already endangered).  How good
are guarantees of completion?  What is the risk of the developer walking
away from an unfinished project?  Many questions to be answered.

CS924 Very large! Stadium feels a bit extreme.  Questions about the flooding of the
golf course.  All seems exciting.

CRGE19 Pipe between lake & creek should be wider, provide fish passage
CRGE18 Who will monitor water quality? How?

CRGE9 Safeguarding & engineering around fuel storage for diesel generators.
CRGE22 Changes to water flow in the natural creek outflow & potential for

contamination.
CS721 I am concerned about: Flooding of Yorkeys Knob township due to

interference of water flow into & out of creeks.  Are you going to be foing
any dredging?  If so, are you going to dump this mud into reef/ocean/nearby
beaches or is it going to be used for construction?

CRGE3 Barron River mouth is dynamic and could shift in a major flood event

CRGE13 Yorkeys Creek – what will the buffers be?
CRGE6 Runoff from golf course – fungicides & herbicides used in golf course can

result in damage to the Reef.
CRGE21 Saltwater intrusion into freshwater aquifer - concerns

CRGE20 Don’t want fish die off or weeds
CRGE11 Concerned about infestation of marine weeds. How will this be managed?

5.1.4 Soil

Acid Sulfate Soil, although identified as management issue by the EIS team, was only

mentioned twice in the Issues Register. This may reflect a confidence that legislation will

ensure management of Acid Sulfate issues. These comments can be viewed in

Appendix D.
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5.1.5 Flora and fauna

A number of concerns were raised regarding flora and fauna. Key among these were

issues of habitat (particularly mangroves), birds, crocodiles, and fish. Concerns

regarding crocodiles mostly focused on safety and management, whilst concerns with

birds focused and fish focused on habitat provision. Table 5.4 below shows a selection

of comments directly addressing flora and fauna.

Table 5.4 Environment – Flora and fauna: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS846 Would like email response to the following queries - Concerned about more

flights as Holloways Beach is in the flight path. Concerned about excess
traffic on Captain Cook Highway. Concerned about height of buildings as a
blight on the landscape. Concerned about biodiversity on Richters Creek, as
sea eagles, crocs, fish, bird habitat. Concerned about pesticides used on golf
course - runoff into waterways. Concerned about view from the spit at the
end of Holloways Beach.

CS741 I would like more information on traffic management issues, protection of
natural vegetation in the area, how the operation will support local jobs once
running (the staff quarters implies a fly-in, fly-out type operation).

CS742 What about being in the flight path, sandflies, landscaping with trees/shrubs
not palms and becoming a crocodile habitat?  Is there anything for tourists to
actually do besides seeing a degraded GB Reef?

CRGE19 Pipe between lake & creek should be wider, provide fish passage

CS399.1 All the birds and butterflies will benefit from you landscaped gardens.
Goodbye swamp, sandflies, cane and pesticides.

CS734 Looks great!  A great boost for Cairns.  Just wondering hoe the crocodiles will
be kept out of the man made lake?

CRGE12 Will mangroves be left/planted on the edges of the lake? It will only be good
habitat if edges are vegetated, also provide a good buffer.

CS224.1 My only concern is the effect on the wildlife in this particular area, otherwise
excited.

CS778 Wildlife in Blazing Saddles lagoon to be left alone. Thank you

CS791 Would be appreciated if you included environmental impact and viability info
in your community information, for example, impact on wildlife.
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5.1.6 People

A few issues highlighted a need for monitoring indicators such as water quality and using

the project to facilitate education programs about the natural area. Increased pollution as

a result of increased population and visitor numbers was also raised. Table 5.5 below

shows the comments directly addressing these hazards.

Table 5.5 Environment – People: Comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CRGE4 Provide opportunities for visitors to learn about local environmental guided

tours.
CRGE18 Who will monitor water quality? How?
CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as to long-

term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with land.  Access in and out, pollution,
damage to existing hotel and accommodation.  Increase in air traffic, noise &
polluting fuels etc.

CS31.1 Will you consider supporting protection of surrounding environment, and
how? (eg. Rangers)

CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as to long-
term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with land.  Access in and out, pollution,
damage to exisitng hotel and accommodation.  Increase in air traffic, noise &
polluting fuels etc.

5.2 Community

Concerns regarding the community and social impacts of the project were raised

throughout the consultation process. Comments regarding the community tended to be

less general in nature than the identified environmental issues, and focused around six

categories:

 Housing

 Services

 Noise

 Character of the built environment

 People

 Local access

Whilst the issues raised within this report identify concerns regarding the community

arising from the consultation, actual and anticipated social impacts and mitigation

strategies are addressed in the Social Impact Assessment.
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5.2.1 Housing

Issues raised regarding housing focused on a range of topics, particularly affordability of

rent and rates and the location of extra housing to accommodate the workforce and

consequent increase in population. Concerns were also expressed about the need for

higher density styles of housing becoming prevalent, and ‘thin end of the wedge’

arguments about changing housing styles generally to a higher density ‘city’ style of

living. Table 5.6 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns

regarding housing.

Table 5.6 Community – Housing: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS696 I am concerned about the impact this huge development will have on my

local community and the reef.  I enjoy the laid back lifestyle and fear I will be
priced out.  FNQ is unique and we should promote our reef and rainforest
not become like the rest of the world.  Where will the construction workers
be housed?  and the full-time workers?  Where will their kids go to school?
What is the impact on the reef?  How will the massive wastes be dealt with?
Do we have the infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.  Will
all the water attract waterbirds?  Birds and planes are not a good mix.  I fear
for my lifestyle.

CS918 There is a great number of residents on pensions i& in public housing that
will be priced out of Yorkeys.  Land value - up, rates - up.  We will no longer
be able to afford to live there.

CRGC9 Concerns about impacts of increased costs of living on disadvantaged, esp.
elderly. How bad will it be, when it’s done?

CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns people are
50% of the employees. All construction to be done by Australian Builders.
That rates are beachfront as the council can afford keeping the beachfront in
Environmentally excellent condition. That the Aquis have it's own sewage

CS736 My family have lived in Yorkeys for 39 years.  I am not fully opposed to the
Aquis Resort, however, I am very concerned about higher land rate rises as
we already have higher land rates in this area compared to other cities.  Also
the amount of airplanes.  The 4.10 to 5.20am flights from Perth & Japan
wake me as the noise is very loud.  So imagine the constant noise from
planes to bring in Chinese tourists to fill the resort.  There would have to be
so many planes.  Also flooding.  I remember the day when boats had to bring
my father home from work as the road was flooded.  Yorkeys Knob is a
beautiful place to live.  I am sure you are aware of this beauty.  It is
untouched.  Yorkeys mined the developments 30 years ago at Palm Cove -
Trinity Beach.  So now it is Yorkeys turn for organisations to consider this
area for world wide development.  I must admit that your plans look really
beautiful and its probably what Cairns needs for the future.  If you have
taken care of flooding in your resort area, is that going to have a
repercussion of flooding Yorkeys Knob area at the knob?

CS920 Concerned about local cost of rent.
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CS815 Love this concept. Do long listen to old, dated, local idealists who belong in
the 50's or renters. Listen to land owners. We owners want this for the
region, the area, the future - bring it on quickly, we love it.

ZFM20 How will it affect my rent? How will I pay the rent if they go up because of
this project?

FGB11 Lifestyle change for whole family – not just single men’s quarters during
construction – influences housing and accommodation needs in the short
term – not just units, dongas etc.

CS11 Already enough high density dwellings in and around Cairns without adding
more in the region.

CS711 This is only the 1st stage.  Go to Hong Kong and see what is to come next.
People didn't have jobs once.  This land had never been built on and once
this is done it will never not be built on again.  Do we want development in
every area of the world where it is possible to put it.  Tony Fung would say
'yes'.  Be careful what you wish for you might get it.

CRGB10 Potential land shortage on south side of city – north will be fully used up.
Where to put people? Bring forward horizon planning.

FGB23 Business Leaders of Cairns Business community need to develop a
framework/ pathway to coordinate response to growth in the shorter term

FGB24 CRC – capacity to assess development approvals – number of and ability of
staff

FGB25 CRC – innovation in planning to allow temporary uses and plan ahead

5.2.2 Services

Whilst the EIS team identified a number of impacts on Human Services, the consultation

outcomes focused on increased demand on police, schools and medical services. Table

5.7 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding

services.

Table 5.7 Community – Services: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS798 Magnificent project for Cairns but serious upgrade of Cook Highway and

Yorkeys Knob access road needed, plus added policing of amenities.
CRGC7 Need more police

ZFM22 More people means more schools, community facilities, public transport and
services will be needed. What’s being done about them?

CS492 I am very excited with the project. Cairns needs a project to inject the
progress for FNQ. I feel we will all benefit with the progression. We would
need to update all services, roads, hospital, water, airport - yes, yes, go
ahead

ZFM21 Medical services in Cairns are already stretched. More people will make it
worse. What’s proposed to address this?
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5.2.3 Noise

A number of specific concerns regarding noise from increased aircraft traffic overhead

and increased activity in the community were raised throughout the consultation. Table

5.8 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding noise

issues.

Table 5.8 Community – Noise: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS801 Noise factor - 10,000 people working and visiting the complex must produce

a lot of noise. How will the project impinge on the township.
CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as to long-

term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with land.  Access in and out, pollution,
damage to existing hotel and accommodation.  Increase in air traffic, noise &
polluting fuels etc.

CS846 Would like email response to the following queries - Concerned about more
flights as Holloways Beach is in the flight path. Concerned about excess
traffic on Captain Cook Highway. Concerned about height of buildings as a
blight on the landscape. Concerned about biodiversity on Richters Creek, as
sea eagles, crocs, fish, bird habitat. Concerned about pesticides used on golf
course - runoff into waterways. Concerned about view from the spit at the
end of Holloways Beach.

CS723 Air traffic noise - will the buildings cater for the noise factor from aircraft
activities?

CS730 How did you plan to build 27 storeys with the planes landing over this site?
What about the noise from waterpark affecting the nearby residents?  What
about the floods during the wet season.

CS841 My two townhouses back onto the cane fields where you are putting the
water park.  I am concerned about the noise of the waterpark. Could I
suggest you put the golf course at the back of the house rather than the
water park.  Otherwise I think the project is great.

5.2.4 Character of the built environment

The potential for the character of the built environment to change at Yorkeys Knob in

particular, but also Cairns Beaches and Cairns Urban Area was highlighted in

comments. Of particular concern was the contextual appropriateness of the structure

and its scale (discussed further in section 5.2.5). Also of concern was that a larger

population would change the character of the built environment in Yorkeys Knob. Table

5.9 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding

character of the built environment.
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Table 5.9 Community – Character of the built environment: Selection of
comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS917 Very worried about such tall buildings and visual impact.  It will change

Cairns and especially Yorkeys Knob too much.
CS705 It looks disgusting.  Not tropical at all.  Should be built in Dubai or an

overbuilt area like China.  Looks like a big ice-cream cone with bits of metal
sticking out.  No character.  I walk my dogs every day on the beach there and
this resort will be built there - all will change.  I just have 2 girls from Macau
(students) in my house and they were telling me what a disaster this is.
Didn't like it at all.

CS907 We need more access roads now so it will be very hard to get into the city
with more traffic.  We don't want to see the area destroyed with over
development.

CS698 Business and making money is not everything.  This project does not fit in our
rural area.  It does absolutely not fir in the nature of the tropics.

CRGC5 Waterfront will change, eg. What was going to be a ‘six pack development’
will now be a ‘twelve pack development’.

CS694 I am absolutely so shocked to see this monstrous resort/casino for Cairns.
Please, please NO.  Build this in Hong Kong not Cairns.  We don't have
enough water to drink.  It is hard enough for growing population, especially
in summer anyway.  We don’t need this.  Leave sleepy Yorkeys Knob to be
quiet and sleepy.

CS825 I see this as a 'positive' step in the right direction. Yorkeys residents need to
be able to get in and out of their suburb without too many hassles during the
construction stage. The aquarium is a great idea given the Great Barrier Reef
area we live in. We need something different to bring people to Cairns that
will build memories of a happy holiday here. A waterpark out this way is a
plus. Generally the village shops should stand to benefit. I believe Yorkeys
Knob is overdue for an upgrade - Palm Cove for example is popular with
tourists.  The natural environment would need to be taken into consideration
so as not to destroy what isn't necessary.

CS699 Height of these buildings concerns me greatly - will be visible from many
areas.  Scale the project - too large.

CS761 I am worried about the size of the project, the impact on the environment
and flood levels, the necessity for regular dredging of Richters Creek and the
impact on Thomatis Creek and the surrounding existing beaches. 27 storeys
is far beyond anything allowed in the area to date and is not desirable or
necessary.  Yorkeys Knob is not a suitable place for a Singapore/Dubai style
resort.  The ability to bring in the number of people to fill this will require the
infrastructure to carry the clientele.
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5.2.5 People

A number of comments throughout the consultation process highlighted concerns about

changes for specific groups of people, particularly Yorkeys Knob and Northern Beaches

locals. These generally came under the topics of lifestyle, indigenous people, gambling,

casino related crime, and changes in the character and volume of the population. Table

5.10 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding

changes for people.

Table 5.10 Community – People: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
FGB19 Indigenous jobs and training – opportunities within large development at

various skills and interest levels
ZFM4 How will indigenous people benefit from the development?
CS795 I think its great in terms of the economy / jobs boost but feel hesitant about

the effects it could have spoiling everything Cairns stands for - the peace,
tranquillity, nature, reef and rainforest. We moved here to get away from big
city bustle and hope that it won't impact too much

CS696 I am concerned about the impact this huge development will have on my
local community and the reef.  I enjoy the laid back lifestyle and fear I will be
priced out.  FNQ is unique and we should promote our reef and rainforest
not become like the rest of the world.  Where will the construction workers
be housed?  and the full-time workers?  Where will their kids go to school?
What is the impact on the reef?  How will the massive wastes be dealt with?
Do we have the infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.  Will
all the water attract waterbirds?  Birds and planes are not a good mix.  I fear
for my lifestyle.

CS912 Not happy at all.  We are living in Cairns because we don’t like large
quantities of people.

CS914 Encourages gambling and anti-social behaviours.

CS690 Very ugly - couldn't you make it pretty?  It will bring crime, ref raff to Cairns -
drugs, prostitutes, bad, bad, bad.

CRGC8 The population will change in quantity and character.
CS710 May bring in too many people.

CS691 No more casinos!!  Social destruction and despair already kills so many
people in this region.

CS824 As long as the environment is improved. Can put up with disruptions during
construction. Would be concerned re casino and its impact on locals.

CS692 Against having another casino and would like it scaled down.

CS756 Great project for Cairns if goes ahead. Not too keen on casinos but are part
of our society.

CS758 Very good. Create a lot of jobs (the negative side is the Casino - promoting
gambling amongst the local residents)

CS915 I am totally opposed to this project.  It will destroy our community bringing
thousands of people to an areas that is overflowing with traffic resulting in
pollution, accidents and a deterioration of the of the quality of life for
residents.  The Barrier Reef will be affected - which is more important to
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Cairns economy than the profit & greed of a Chinese business man and his
cohorts.

CS910 Perhaps it is time to head for the bush.  Cairns is slowly loosing its charm.

CS917 Very worried about such tall buildings and visual impact.  It will change
Cairns and especially Yorkeys Knob too much.

5.2.6 Local access

Changes to accessibility for locals in a number of ways were identified in the

consultation process. Specifically, comments focused around a loss of access to

resources such as the beach and creeks, a loss of access due to increased traffic,

changes in the public transport system, and affordability of the resort for locals to access

and use the facilities. Table 5.11 below shows a selection of comments directly

addressing concerns regarding changes for people.

Table 5.11 Community – Local access: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS905 Will the water be open for personal non-motor water sports?  Any benefits

for locals?  It is all upper class.  How about looking after the locals and
offering discounts?  Etc…..

CS14 Family friendly attractions most important for local community support.
Sporting/aquarium/swimming & water park excellent, as long as affordable
to access.

CS832 Will there be an entrance fee for locals to spend the day there?

ZFM17 Is it open to the public or only to overseas visitors?
CS848 We do hope that they offer locals discount price all year round. Is it good for

kids as well?
CS782 If done well it will be excellent.  Hopefully it will encourage the Council to

build a good toilet block at the beach and hopefully it will encourage the Sun
Bus Service to actually provide a good service to Yorkeys.

CS1.1 Excess people on beach

CS764 I would like to see pedestrian access from the beach via boardwalks like Palm
Cove. Good luck with the project

CS741 I would like more information on traffic management issues, protection of
natural vegetation in the area, how the operation will support local jobs once
running (the staff quarters implies a fly-in, fly-out type operation).

FGB8 There will be major peaks in traffic for construction/operational staff

CS790 Think the whole thing is fantastic. Can't wait for it to start and be finished.
Great for Cairns and the population of the far north. One concern would be
traffic congestion at Yorkeys Knob roundabout.

CS706 Existing road access - how will they handle extra traffic during construction
phase?  James Cook highway - only two lanes.

CS745 Visual 10 points.  Engineering huge.  We should be building an mono rail
from the city
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CS24 Good development as long as there is access for local people and that there
is a shuttle bus service for people to visit the complex.

CS35 Provision of services such as transport (small buses, etc.)

FGT7 Numbers in one vehicle (current) –v- shuttle buses

FGT10 Alternatives to cars need to be reliable and rapid. Current car use extremely
high

FGT11 Aquis is a “Cluster development itself” – needs different transport solution to
just cars and roads

5.3 Economic

With approximately 20% of all responses to the community feedback forms identifying

economic benefits to the region and improved job opportunities for locals, the economic

impacts of the project were widely accepted to be significantly positive. Comments

focused on three key areas:

 Regional economy;

 Jobs; and

 Tourism.

As with the environmental and social impacts, the issues raised within this section

identify economic issues arising from the consultation. Actual and anticipated economic

impacts and maximisation strategies are addressed in the Economic Impact Study.

5.3.1 Regional economy

Across all consultation processes, economic benefit was most regularly identified as a

positive impact of the project. Many comments however focused on a concern with how

much revenue will be retained in the region through the use of local products and

services. Concerns were expressed about revenue being lost to large contractors based

outside of the area, fly-in/fly-out (FIFO) or drive-in/drive-out (DIDO)  workers, and 457

visas (these are addressed in the following section 6.2.3.2). Relatedly, also of concern

was how to maximise the economic benefits in a lasting way for the region. Table 5.12

below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding the

regional economy.
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Table 5.12 Economic – Regional economy: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS11.1 Not economically or socially positive for the Cairns Region, only economically

positive for a few corporate kingpins.
CS2.2 Holidayers will stay at resort and not visit other facilities or shops

ZFM12 All the money will go overseas, what’s in it for the locals?

CS808 Would bring prosperity to the area but would be concerned with visual
impact.

CS273.1 As long as it helps the locals as well.

CS763 Cairns needs a big project to kick start the economy. It looks very big though.
Is it too big for Cairns?

CS789 Sounds like a good proposal and will help stimulate the economy of Cairns. I
support the project as long as Cairns is not forgotten

CS830 As property owners in Yorkeys Knob we are excited about the positive effect
this development will have on property value. Aesthetically the resort
buildings are a bit over bearing, but the lake, stadium, cultural precinct and
water park are fantastic additions. The Golf course should not compete with
Half Moon Bay - perhaps this can be modified to complement this existing
facility. Bring it on

CS54 Very happy as a long term resident that finally some great development is
going ahead in the area.  As it is such a high potential region that has in the
past always been left behind.  Can't wait.

CS274 Looking forward to the project beginning.  This will be the best single project
Cairns has ever seen.  The benefits for the region will be huge.

CS278 I think it would boost Cairns economy greatly, look forward to the progress.
CS290 Excellent proposal for the betterment of the Cairns region.

CS292 Absolutely fantastic positive venture for Cairns.

CS296 Just what our region needs!
CS297 Go for it, it is something the Cairns area needs greatly.

CS875 Looks great and great for the area.
CS893 Very good for the area.

CS894 Will be good for Cairns

CS126 Very modern, will boost trade.
CS2 How much money will stay in Australia

ZFM13 Is there a ‘local buy’ principle for local companies?
CS6 Great idea as long as government use revenue raised from gambling to go

back into community
CS731 Very brave project.  Will the construction be developed by overseas or local

construction? What is planned for sale of residences?  What is planned for
decoration of units & hotel rooms?  What is planned for employment,
training of staff and where will they be sourced from?  Who will your key
form of revenue hotels, casino or resale of residential units.  Are you
committed to community & environment?

W4 I am a resident of Yorkeys Knob and would love to see this project go ahead.
It would be a real boost for our community; it would inject new life into the
area and bring tourists and business expansion opportunities. I fully support
this project going ahead.
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5.3.2 Jobs

A significant element of the anticipated regional economic benefit of the project identified

through the consultation is related to increased employment opportunities for locals. As

mentioned in the previous section, associated with this is concern about work being

awarded to large contractors based outside of the area, fly-in/fly-out (FIFO) or drive-

in/drive-out (DIDO)  workers, and 457 visa workers (foreign workers). Table 5.13 below

shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding jobs.

Table 5.13 Economic – Jobs: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS252 I think this project will help the local employment market a lot.  Far North

Queensland has suffered so long for high unemployment rate in region.  This
project will bring more opportunities for local workers I think.  Moreover,
more asian tourists will be attracted to come when this project is completed.
Sooner or later tourism cam bring more foreigner investments in region as
well.  I totally welcome this project set up in Cairns.

CS58 I think this is a wonderful opportunity for Cairns economically and will ensure
job security and tourism for the future.  Fantastic.

CS224 I hope it will boost Cairns economy, provide jobs and tourism will increase.
CS238 Think it is a great concept to bring tourists, job & opportunities to region.

CS239 Glad to see people trying to invest in a bigger and better Cairns.  I think will
improve tourism and open up more job opportunities for locals.  Thumbs up!

CS339 Good for rotten economy in Cairns at present.  Jobs, tourists, money - all
good.

CS351 Very good for the area for many reason - employment, holiday

CS397 It seems to be a very ambitious and modern project for the region. I believe
its important to the regions development as it will create jobs and will attract
even more tourists.

CS398 According to my opinion it’s a great idea. It will bring employment
opportunities to locals, promotes tourism for international and domestic
visitors, offering more activities for local and tourists to do and see

CS683 Too high, doesn't fit with Cairns.  Proximity to airport, will this affect flight
paths?  Will jobs for locals stop once construction is over?  Turning Cairns
into Dubai.  Concerned about effects on other hotels and tourism companies.

CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns people are
50% of the employees. All construction to be done by Australian Builders.
That rates are beachfront as the council can afford keeping the beachfront in
Environmental Excellent condition. That the Aquis have it's own sewage

CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?  How will
the natural environment be protected during the construction phase of
development - water run off, pollution etc?  What percentage of staff are
expected to live onsite?  And how many locals are expected to be employed?

CS715 Its ugly.  Why do you have staff accommodation onsite instead of using
existing housing in Cairns?  Please explain the 9,000 to 10,000 job figures?
What concessions will they be wanting from Qld Government or CRC i.e.
visas etc.?
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CS717 Why does this need 1800 staff accommodation if you are planning on
employing locals.  I think this is too big for that area.

CS535.1 I would like to see that Cairns locals get the jobs involved and not outsourced
to others.

ZFM16 Who will work there – overseas workers on 457 visas or locals?

5.3.3 Tourism

As tourism is a core industry for Cairns, and as this project is tourism based, comments

on tourism have been addressed separately. Concerns regarding tourism were identified

through the consultation as both positive and negative. Positive comments focused on

the improvement the project will bring to the wider tourism product of Cairns, and the

associated increased visitor numbers for the region. Negative comments were

concerned with the duplication of attractions, infrastructure and services, including the

potential of detracting from the Cairns CBD, and significant competition for the current

tourism product. Table 5.14 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing

concerns regarding tourism.

Table 5.14 Economic – Tourism: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS58 I think this is a wonderful opportunity for Cairns economically and will ensure

job security and tourism for the future.  Fantastic.
CS25.1 Providing it doesn't take away from our local casino & other venues.

CS804 Good idea, some reservations as to if it would take away from current
business but if projections are accurate, shouldn't have that effect.

FGT27 Staffing – ‘suck’ out of existing facilities e.g. hotels, construction, tourism
operators

FGT14 What are the choke points in capacity for this region on a tourist basis? E.g.
how many visitors can one operator take before its at capacity and looses its
appeal all together.

CS682 Don't need another casino.  Impact on established hotels and businesses.

CS780 Great concept, grand design. I feel it may be too big a project and would
prefer stages and time for the people of Cairns to accommodate such a
massive influx of tourists - it may sour relations in the future. Otherwise -
well done

CS809 We like this very much but believe that extra entertainment would attract
Chinese who like other things than Casinos

CS51 Fantastic, needed in Cairns.  Why not be difference and meet tourist
demands.  Hope everything goes ahead.

CS165 Targeting the 5 star market is what Cairns needs.  Congratulations and good
luck.

CS177 Great development and amenities for tourists and locals alike to benefit from
this mega-resort and infrastructure.

CS218 The project looks very impressive and once completed will be a major tourist
and local attraction.  Looking forward to seeing the project kick off.
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CS398.1 Will promote more international tourists and Cairns will get more popularity
and get known on international sector.

CS358 This will be the best casino in Australian profile.  Gambler - if you build this I
will come with my money.

CS461 What a great magnetic prospective, love the staff accommodation in a plush
world class for Cairns to be recognised on tourism destination

CS497 I think its great and hope it goes ahead. It will put a new and good looking
view for tired old Cairns and surrounds

CS547 I really want the casino and stuff especially the water park to go on because
in Cairns we don't really have anything like this

CS581 I think it is a great idea - great for tourism and work opportunities - we need
it to go ahead

CS592 Great idea, good location, will attract a lot of tourists.

5.3.4 Infrastructure

Although raised less frequently than environment, community and economic issues,

concerns regarding the how the project will influence the existing infrastructure was

raised consistently throughout the consultation process. Key issues identified were:

 Water supply;

 Waste disposal;

 Sewerage; and

 Transport.

As with previous sections, the issues raised within this section identify infrastructure

concerns arising from the consultation. Actual and anticipated infrastructure issues are

addressed in the EIS.

5.3.5 Water supply

On Wednesday 11th September 2013, the front page of the Cairns Post was equally

dedicated to a story about the Aquis project and a story on a proposed new dam to

support water shortage issues in the region (see Appendix B.4 – Media reports). Issues

raised through the consultation also made a connection between reported water

shortages and the increased water consumption such a project and the associated

population growth would bring. Table 5.15 below shows a selection of comments directly

addressing concerns regarding water supply.
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Table 5.15 Infrastructure – Water supply: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS729 Where is your water coming from drinking?  Where is the waste garbage

going?  Think it is a good idea but a bit worried about water.
CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?  How will

the natural environment be protected during the construction phase of
development - water run off, pollution etc?

CS694 We don't have enough water to drink.  It is hard enough for growing
population, especially in summer anyway.  We don’t need this.

CS688 Too big for this area.  Where will the extra water come from to service this?
Will this mean we will be charged a lot extra for water usage.

CS689 Water available for personal use.  Copperlode Dam capacity?

CS720 "exciting', my concern is - we have water restrictions all year.  Where is the
extra water that will be needed for such a large project and so many people
come from?  Yorkeys Knob floods easily.  In a cyclone how will you evacuate
so many people/

CS844 Concept I believe too large for the area.  Taking into consideration the
tropical environment, more tropical taste in resort would meld. I think the
proposal as it is (buildings) is hideous and not visually attractive. Water will
be brown and unnecessary as a feature. Potable water from our existing
dam, i.e. Copperlode regularly falls below appropriate levels - extra water for
drinking, etc.

CS29.2 Concerns about water consumption & payment of water (restrictions).

5.3.6 Waste disposal

Waste disposal associated with the project was cited three times through the

consultation. Table 5.16 below shows comments directly addressing concerns regarding

waste disposal.

Table 5.16 Infrastructure – Waste disposal: Comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS696 How will the massive wastes be dealt with?  Do we have the infrastructure to

support this?  Its under the flight path.    I fear for my lifestyle.
CS769 Great development - fully support it. Good to see it will be managed not sold

privately to run down later - must be maintained at high standard. Make sure
traffic is well managed and waste is property disposed.

CS729 Where is your water coming from drinking?  Where is the waste garbage
going?  Think it is a good idea but a bit worried about water.
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5.3.7 Sewerage

The consultation raised some concerns around sewerage and waste water disposal.

Table 5.17 below shows comments directly addressing concerns regarding sewerage.

Table 5.17 Infrastructure – Sewerage: Comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS900 Source of drinking water sufficient or?  Sewerage disposal - ok, but in west

season or flooding?  Use of dredging spoil say instead of sumping offshore
like spoil from Trinity Inlet.  Could development utilise this spoil?  Creek
outlets to small to service cleansing onto Reef or out to sea.  Water quality
/acid sulphate soil.  Mangroves?  Option exists to plant more.  Early fish and
crab life utilise these - may be doing this - hold off Greenies.  Waterway - will
it be used for what use besides fighting fires.  Is Resort under or close to
flight path - that exists at present / future.  Access to Kennedy Highway for
increase traffic will new access roads be necessary?  Where to and from?
Nationality of Employees and employers - all Chinese?  Good luck with it

CS824 As long as the environment is improved. Can put up with disruptions during
construction. Would be concerned re casino and its impact on locals. It is a
project that Cairns region badly needs providing that it does not strain local
infrastructure, e.g. will ratepayers have to foot the bill for sewerage and
water treatment? Cairns is a tourist town and needs development such as
this to augment reef and rainforest. How many mangroves will be removed?

CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?  How will
the natural environment be protected during the construction phase of
development - water run off, pollution etc.?

CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns people are
50% of the employees. All construction to be done by Australian Builders.
That rates are beachfront as the council can afford keeping the beachfront in
Environmentally excellent condition. That the Aquis have it's own sewage

CS708 Why does money, money, money dominate a beautiful area.  So many more
people, resources needed, waste/sewerage, busy roads/highway will ruin the
area and environment.  Generating more money does not improve an area.

CS28.2 Just had a few concerns about the density & impact of wastewater

5.3.8 Transport

Transport was the most frequently raised issue within the infrastructure comments. Of

particular concern were issues surrounding the airport – capacity, flight path and

planning issues. Also of concern were the roads (and flood proofing of the Yorkeys Knob

access road), cycle options and car parking. Traffic was also highlighted as a community

issue.  Table 5.18 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns

regarding transport.
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Table 5.18 Infrastructure – Transport: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CRGB5 Government has to ensure that the airport is not impacted
CRGB6 Interference with navigational aids – there is a marker in Yorkeys Knob, and

other key equipment in Holloways and Machans – be aware of reflection of
waves.

FGB2 Concerned that this development is a catalyst for a new runway
FGT2 Airport – capacity to process/check-in large numbers

(business/tourism/sports arrivals simultaneously)
CRGB2 Approach paths need to be designed around – height limits

CRGB3 Need to safeguard against curfew changes
CS818 Great idea - particularly theatre and sports stadium. Only concern is

proximity to airport runway approaches
FGB1 Airport capacity – underutilised currently
CS748 Possible change of flight path?  Will flights continue on current path?  Very

impressed with proposal and transparency of Aquis.  Fingers crossed for
approval.

FGT33 Heliports - flightpath
FGB4 What about GA – will it be required to move and when – impacts on

Mareeba and others?
CS687 How can you put a 21 storey building in a flight path.  How was this

approved?  Look at aesthetics of Palm Cove before destroying Yorkeys Knob.
Will there be a guarantee entire project will be finished as shown on original
plan?

CS26.1 Would love to see a coastal cycle path developed as part of the project with
creek/river crossings/bridges from CBD - Aquis-Palm Cove.

CRGB11 Consider cycleway as part of road upgrade
CS701 I have been a homeowner/resident in Yorkeys Knob for 13 years.  I am

greatly concerned about the impact of huge increase in road traffic, both on
the access road to Yorkeys Knob as well as Cook Highway.  The Cook Highway
(north and southbound) from Yorkeys Knob roundabout / Smithfield etc.
cant handle peak traffic now without large delays.  I foresee it being a long
painful drive to Yorkeys Knob now.  Most of us live/own here because of the
quiet community atmosphere and the country road / lack of traffic lights,
roundabouts etc.  If this project goes ahead a lot more work on road
infrastructure, including locals access must be addressed.

FGT10 Alternatives to cars need to be reliable and rapid. Current car use extremely
high

FGB7 Transport – high volumes in a short period of time

CS420 It think it is a great development as it will increase the value of Cairns, also
the road to Yorkeys finally will not flood anymore

CS798 Magnificent project for Cairns but serious upgrade of Cook Highway and
Yorkeys Knob access road needed, plus added policing of amenities.

CS907 We need more access roads now so it will be very hard to get into the city
with more traffic.  We don't want to see the area destroyed with over
development.

CS706 Existing road access - how will they handle extra traffic during construction
phase?  James Cook highway - only two lanes.

CS749 How will the avondale water (from the farms) be affected by this
development?  Where is the proposed highway from the Yorkeys Knob
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roundabout to MacGregor Road going to be built?
CS34.1 Roundabout Cook Hwy-Yorkeys needs lights or overpass.

CS34.3 Excess transport demand on Cook Hwy in particular heading north.

CS21.1 Government needs to plan for future road improvements around airport
intersections.

CRGB12 Ground transport requirements will be critical

FGT4 What are the options of sporting transport when facility is out of town –
25,000 seats, only two roads out.

FGB8 There will be major peaks in traffic for construction/operational staff

FGT6 How tourist/local traffic get around – high proportion of self-drive – car
parking on site

W11 Please include a bicycle pathway from Yorkeys Knob to Cairns City as part of
your plan. I support your project.

5.4 Project

The consultation also generated specific feedback regarding the concept and design of

the project. Issues generally fell into two categories:

 Design; and

 Feedback.

As with previous sections, issues raised within this section identify project design and

process concerns arising from the consultation. These formed inputs into the project

refinement exercise as part of the EIS.

5.4.1 Design

Of primary concern to the stakeholders throughout the consultation was the context of

the project – how the concept would fit with the landscape, community and existing built

environment. A number of issues were raised around the need for tropical design and

sympathy for the tropical environment. Also raised frequently was the scale and height of

the project, proposed at 28 storeys high and with a footprint larger than the CBD of

Cairns. Additional issues raised concerned car parking, suggestions for sports and

cultural facilities, and green building techniques.  Table 5.19 below shows a selection of

comments directly addressing concerns regarding the project design.
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Table 5.19 Project – Design: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
FGB9 Travel by car is Cairns preferred mode and pattern – significant car parking

needed
CS678 Height of tallest building a concern.  I'd hate to see out building cap changed.

I do not want to see a release on that and have our region become full of
high rises.  15 stories? I believe is our cap.  I don't want another Gold Coast.
Love the idea, good luck.  We need a decent lyric theatres / concert hall.
Water park looks good.

CS687 How can you put a 21 storey building in a flight path.  How was this
approved?  Look at asthetics of Palm Cove before destroying Yorkeys Knob.
Will there be a guarantee entire project will be finished as shown on original
plan?

CS688 Too big for this area.  Where will the extra water come from to service this?
Will this mean we will be charged a lot extra for water usage.

CS696 I am concerned about the impact this huge development will have on my
local community and the reef.  I enjoy the laid back lifestyle and fear I will be
priced out.  FNQ is unique and we should promote our reef and rainforest
not become like the rest of the world.  Where will the construction workers
be housed?  and the full-time workers?  Where will their kids go to school?
What is the impact on the reef?  How will the massive wastes be dealt with?
Do we have the infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.  Will
all the water attract waterbirds?  Birds and planes are not a good mix.  I fear
for my lifestyle.

CS761 I am worried about the size of the project, the impact on the environment
and flood levels, the necessity for regular dredging of Richters Creek and the
impact on Thomatis Creek and the surrounding existing beaches. 27 storeys
is far beyond anything allowed in the area to date and is not desirable or
necessary.  Yorkeys Knob is not a suitable place for a Singapore/Dubai style
resort.  The ability to bring in the number of people to fill this will require the
infrastructure to carry the clientele.

CS714 My primary concerns are: Height of towers.  27 storeys is over twice the
height of any other building in Cairns.  Density & sheer volume of the project.
Why build such an urban structure in such a flat areas (flood plain) of
outstanding beauty?  Why not design something for the same function yet
with more amenity to the region (e.g. tropical, lower key).

CS699 Height of these buildings concerns me greatly - will be visible from many
areas.  Scale the project - too large.

CS796 Massive, have some doubts about the size, cyclone / flood area

CS924 Very large! Stadium feels a bit extreme. Questions about the flooding of the
golf course.  All seems exciting.

CS704 I don’t like it at all.  It is too big and too tall.  Is there going to be an Aquarium
showcasing our maritime ocean life?  The buildings are not tropical looking
enough.  This is not Dubai.  And it should be more Australian designed
architecture, such as open verandahs.  What about promoting our maritime
animals - crocodile, bird, marsupials such as the koala, echidna and otters.
It's ugly.

CRGE5 Buildings should be green star rated and aim to drive innovation in energy
efficient design. Good opportunity to improve tropical sustainable design.

CS705 It looks disgusting.  Not tropical at all.  Should be built in Dubai or an
overbuilt area like China.  Looks like a big ice-cream cone with bits of metal
sticking out.  No character.  I walk my dogs every day on the beach thgere
and this resort will be built there - all will change.  I just have 2 girls from
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Macau (students) in my house and they were telling me what a disaster this
is.  Didn't like it at all.

ZFM7 It looks like Dubai. What is the design philosophy behind the images?

ZFM9 This isn’t Dubai. How does this fit with the tropical north?

CS32.1 Sports stadium, is there potential for a criterium circuit to be included.
Perfect for int'l and local training in humidity ie: world titles and Olympics.
Promote tourism.

CS33.1 What about an AFL stadium - Australian Rules is Australian Football! Include
field hockey.

CS506 Have a national sport team at the stadium, A League, a game played in China
CS768 It would be wonderful if this development could include a performance area

for musicians. We have waited so long for a better facility than the Civic
Theatre and still there is no promise of funding for the latest ideas that the
City Council want. I am the director of the only adult orchestral workshop in
the country and hear musicians who come here from across Aust every
winter.

CS819 Rowing along with may other non-powered boating sports are very active in
Cairns area. It is requested that a facility to allow for those sports be
considered for inclusion in the project. The 'straight' section adjacent to the
golf course would be perfect.

CS835 Lawn bowls with a roof - play day and night

5.4.2 Process

A small number of comments focused on the construction process, assumptions, and

commitment of the Proponent to the area and project. Table 5.20 below shows a

selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding the project process.

Table 5.20 Project – Process: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS744 Would be a potential boost to local economies but major concerns are

environmental impact (50 years of pollution from chemicals used on cane
fields weeping out onto the GBR which is already endangered).  How good
are guarantees of completion?  What is the risk of the developer walking
away from an unfinished project?  Many questions to be answered.

CS30 With the planning to ensure no disturbance to the GBR: How will that be
ensured during construction stages?

FGB22 Local level coordination to deliver the project – can we deliver the project to
Tony Fung? How?? What is the strategy to deliver?

CS754 What profit from casino and hotel operations will be retained in Australia /
Cairns.  Will there be an ongoing commitment to improve local opportunity?
What Commitment is being made to upgrade local infrastructure to cope
with the proposed numbers of human traffic required to sustain the
development?

FGT17 License/permit capacities of the reef
FGT19 Chinese market currently 2 nights, seasonal family numbers, diversity of

market
FGT18 KPMG methodology behind the numbers? What are the assumptions?
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5.5 Approval process

Throughout the consultation, issues were raised regarding the robustness of the

government approval process and requests were made to be kept informed on the

process and progress of the project.

5.5.1 Engagement

Both positive and negative issues were raised regarding the engagement process

undertaken by the Proponent. The suggestion regarding using an empty space in

Yorkeys as a shopfront has already been acted upon, as has the request for a meeting

with the committee of the Residents Association at the Community Centre. Table 5.21

below shows a selection of comments directly addressing concerns regarding the

Proponent engagement.

Table 5.21 Approval process – Engagement: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CRGC1 Empty shops in Yorkeys – one could be a shopfront for the community

CRGC2 Would like a meeting for locals in the local community centre

CRGC3 Locals should be brought in now, rather than leave it till later.
CS364 Very good, great design and open process.

CS309 Excellent development.  Would be so good for Cairns.  Very impressed by the
way the community has been informed with the office in Cairns Central.  The
development looks impressive.  I really hope the development is fully
approved asap.

CS38.1 Website is hard to use

CS529 Yes, please go ahead. I believe the majority of Yorkeys residents are in favour
of the development. Unfortunately, you are dealing with the silent majority

ZFM2 How do I have my say about the project?

CS807 Very excited, was a little concerned about the design. Can you provide more
information about why this design is proposed. Looks like the design will
date quickly. I would be more excited to visit the developments in the middle
east before this one.  Some rationale about the design, particularly eco
benefits will go a long way. All the best.

CS44 A worthy project for my favourite beach (having lived there for 23 years).  An
excellent concept, very well done and making full use of the available site.  I
am absolutely sure that it will go ahead with minimal objections!  Good luck,
looking forward to your updates.

CS831 Beneficial for all Yorkeys houses to be distributed in as much info on
development and continual updates throughout construction. This will give
more residents knowledge to form their decision, more positive info received
will benefit Aquis. Please email info on local employment rates in
construction and operation phase and further information on drainage.
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5.5.2 Government approval process

A number of concerns were raised regarding the robustness and functionality of the

government approval process for the development. Table 5.22 below shows a selection

of comments directly addressing concerns regarding the government approval process.

Table 5.22 Approval process – Government approval process: Selection of
comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS762 This is a totally inappropriate development for this area and indeed entire

Cairns - on environmental and social grounds. I trust it will go to both strict
State and Federal Environmental assessment, and not be subject to anything
underhand or corrupt. We also should not be 'selling' out our land to O/S
investors for their benefit only to detriment of local residents.

CS687 How can you put a 21 storey building in a flight path.  How was this
approved?  Look at asthetics of Palm Cove before destroying Yorkeys Knob.
Will there be a guarantee entire project will be finished as shown on original
plan?

CS122 Very good design and I hope to have good support from locals and
governments.

CS179 A great project for the Cairns regional area.  Best wishes and we hope all the
approvals to go happen quickly.

CS715 Its ugly.  Why do you have staff accommodation onsite instead of using
existing housing in Cairns?  Please explain the 9,000 to 10,000 job figures?
What concessions will they be wanting from Qld Government or CRC i.e.
visas etc.?

CS27 An entity comes and buys land which has no development rights due to
ecological reasons. He has a change of use done by council for development
by showing a grand project, and hence makes his money on the said land and
sells it to another buyer and does not complete the project. The council and
the people of Cairns has made a mockery of the system.

CS127 Wonderful idea, needs to be fast tracked.
CS310 This is simply inspirational.  I hope this gets 100% backing from State and

Federal Governments because it deserves to go ahead.  Well done.
CS324 If this does not go ahead due to greens & minor parties etc. they will have

yet sabotaged the majority again.  Would be absolute disgrace.
UDIA1 Lack of agency coordination for approval
CRGE1 GBRMPA Needs to be involved

ZFM1 What process is the Project going through – local or state?
ZFM3 How will the public know that the process is robust and the community will

be considered in the process?
CRGC3 Locals should be brought in now, rather than leave it till later.
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5.6 Resources

A number of issues were raised throughout the consultation regarding the capability of

the region to meet the demands of the project as it progresses. These issues focused

mostly on skills and training development and industry capacity, although also

mentioned was the capacity of local government to manage the planning issues, ‘local

buy’ guarantees and raw and manufactured materials supply capacity (such as quarry

material and steel). Table 5.23 below shows a selection of comments directly addressing

concerns regarding the government approval process.

Table 5.23 Resources: Selection of comments.
full results available in Appendix D

ID Comment
CS731 Very brave project.  Will the construction be developed by overseas or local

construction?  What is planned for excavation?  What is planned for sale of
residences?  What is planned for decoration of units & hotel rooms?  What is
planned for employment, training of staff and where will they be sourced
from?  Who will your key form of revenue hotels, casino or resale of
residential units?  Are you committed to community & environment?

UDIA2 Concern about labour and materials availability/competition

CS753 Looks massive!  A couple of questions - how many visitors nights do you
expect to have annually once it is up and running?  And how long will it take
to build to this level?  What will the key methods of attracting these visitors
and what key comparative advantage compared to Macau?  What
percentage of staff will need to speak Mandarin or Cantonese?  Look forward
to your answers.

FGB24 CRC – capacity to assess development approvals – number of and ability of
staff

FGB10 capacity skills of locals to respond to contracts local construction site hasn’t
been experienced  in Cairns and local not geared to respond – mostly small
operators or sole proprietors

FGB19 Indigenous jobs and training – opportunities within large development at
various skills and interest levels

CS20.2 Let's get our jobseekers learning Mandarin now to give them a head start!

FGB17 Training – continues on-site for length of apprenticeship
CS676 I am not sure yet what to think of it.  Pros: Yes, lots of work potential for

Cains maybe? Who speaks Chinese here, will employees be from China?
CRGB9 Skills training requirements: Building & Construction Industry Training Fund

receives a levy on projects over $80k. This could be used for construction up
skilling.

FGT29 Ongoing supply of goods and services for operations – significant

CS770 What level of commitment will be given to local suppliers? When awarding
and tendering for goods?  Will the entire project be price driven or will there
be areas that will require specialist trades companies? Thanks for considering
Cairns.

CS20.1 I hope deals are ready to ensure staff, supplies, etc. are sourced locally -
during construction and on and ongoing basis.
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CRGE15 Concerns about sourcing fish for the visitors. Do not want the increased
demand to drive increased inshore net fishing.

CRGE16 Increased demand for live trout – would like to see a management plan for
seafood and purchase only of MSC certified fish.

FGT28 Materials – how can region deliver?

FGB22 Local level coordination to deliver the project – can we deliver the project to
Tony Fung? How?? What is the strategy to deliver?

UDIA3 Construction industry may have difficulty gearing up in the short term

FGB21 Business community needs to gear up to respond to growth quicker
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6.0 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The consultation process undertaken for the preparation of the EIS engaged broadly

with the general public as well as targeting community representatives and technical

experts through a range of methods. Issues raised throughout the consultation were

recorded in a central Issues Register, through which emerged seven themes:

 Environment;

 Community;

 Economic;

 Infrastructure;

 Project;

 Process; and

 Resources.

These themes have formed the basis of this report. The schedule of comments reported

in section 5.2 above indicates the range issues raised regarding the project. These

issues have been summarised into a schedule of issues, detailing the interested

stakeholder groups and relevant section of the EIS in which these have been addressed.

6.1 Schedule of issues

Table 6.1 below summarises the findings of the consultation report in the Schedule of

issues.

Table 6.1 Schedule of issues

Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Environment - Ecosystem
General and cumulative impacts of construction and operation
on all ecosystem elements – flora, fauna, soil, landscape, water,
air.

Focus Group
Environment
General public
Community Reference
Group

3.3, 3.4,
4.2

Environment - Hazards
Impacts of cyclones on the project, and if damaged, how the
debris will affect surrounding area

General public
Focus Group
Environment
Focus Group
Emergency Services

3.6
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Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Impacts of flooding and storm surge during cyclones and wet
season on the project

General public
Focus Group
Environment
Focus Group
Emergency Services

3.6

Impacts of altering the flood processes on the flooding of
surrounding areas

General public
Community Reference
Group
Focus Group
Emergency Services

3.6

Environment – Water Quality
General impacts of construction and operation on water quality
in nearby streams, extending to the Great Barrier Reef.

Focus Group
Environment
General public
Community Reference
Group

3.4

Impact of pesticides used on golf course on water quality General public
Community Reference
Group

3.6, 4.4

Introduction of weeds into aquatic environment Community Reference
Group

3.6, 4.4

Potential for dredging and associated impacts on water quality General public -
Risk of aquifer contamination Community Reference

Group
3.5

Environment - Soil
Acid sulphate soils management and mitigation Community Reference

Group
2.2.6, 3.4

Release of chemicals/pesticides held in the farm land from 80
years of previous farming

General public 4.4

Environment – Flora and Fauna
Preservation of mangrove habitat General public

Focus Group
Environment
Community Reference
Group

3.3

Birds being attracted to a large water body, interfering with
aircraft in flight path

Community Reference
Group

3.6

Improving/preserving habitat for birds and fish General public
Community Reference
Group

3.3
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Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Crocodile management for public safety General public
Community Reference
Group

4.6

Crocodile habitat preservation General public
Community Reference
Group

3.3, 4.6

Over use of fishing resources General public
Community Reference
Group

-

Environment – People
Education of locals and visitors on environmental issues through
interpretation and ranger programs

General public
Community Reference
Group

4.6

Increase in pollution from increased numbers of people – litter,
fuel, pesticides.

General public 4.5

Community – Housing
Rent increases for local residents due to increased demand General public

Focus Group Business
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Rates increases for land owners General public
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Location of extra housing for increased population General public
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Concern about high volumes of staff accommodation being
provided meaning a preclusion of local community from the
work and working culture of the development.

General public
Focus Group Business

3.7

Community – Services
Impact of increased population and increased visitor numbers
on medical services

General public
Focus Group
Emergency Services

3.7

Impact of increased population on schools General public
Focus Group Business

3.7

Impact of increased population and increased visitor numbers
on policing

General public
Community Reference
Group
Focus Group
Emergency Services

3.7
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Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Community – Noise
Increased air traffic resulting from increased flights, with no
curfew

General public
Community Reference
Group

3.6

Increased ground traffic resulting from increased population
and activity levels

General public
Focus Group Business
Community Reference
Group

4.9

Water park proximity to residential area – noise concerns General public
Community Reference
Group

4.3

Community – Character of the built environment
‘Over development’ in the area, change in low rise style of
development from ‘nothing taller than a Melaleuca’ historical
measure.

General public
Community Reference
Group

3.2

Style of new housing – high density living General public
Community Reference
Group

3.2

Contextual appropriateness of scale and style of project in
existing built environment

General public
Community Reference
Group

3.2

Community – People
Change in size and character of the population General public

Community Reference
Group

3.7

Change away from laid back lifestyle to faster pace for the
community, including traffic issues

General public 3.7

Impacts of gambling on the community General public 3.7
Potential for crime to increase due to increase in population and
gambling in community

General public 3.7

Ensuring engagement with local indigenous people in terms of
employment and engagement

General public
Focus Group Business
Community Reference
Group
Indigenous Group

3.7

Community – Local access
Loss of access to local resources such as beach, parks, creeks,
other public areas.

General public 3.7

Reduction of access to local community due to traffic
congestion

General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

3.7, 4.8
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Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Access of locals to resort facilities – affordability and availability General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

3.7

Provision of transit options for the community and wider
community to access the development

General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

4.8

Economic – Regional economy
Significant contribution of project to the regional economy General public

Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Retention of economic benefits within the region General public 3.7
Use of local products and services General public

Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

3.7

Economic – Jobs
Significant increase in employment opportunities for locals General public

Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Risk for locals if  work is awarded to contractors based outside
the area, fifo/dido workers, 457 visa workers (foreign workers).

General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Economic – Tourism
Improvement of the wider tourism product offering in Cairns General public

Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

3.7

Improved international standing of the Cairns and Great Barrier
Reef product

General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

3.7

Flow-on effects of increased visitor numbers in Cairns –
economic multiplier effect positive for local businesses and
operators

General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

3.7

Possible duplication of attractions, the development ‘milking’
Cairns CBD businesses of human resources, services and custom

General public 3.7



AQUIS RESORT AT THE
GREAT BARRIER REEF
CONSULTATION REPORT

OCTOBER 2013 63 3528/02/R-DM0225

Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Infrastructure – Water supply
Exacerbating an already existing water supply problem in Cairns General public 4.9
Water charges increasing as a result of water supply stress General public 4.9

Infrastructure – Waste disposal
Increased population and large number of visitors producing a
large volume of waste

General public 4.5

Infrastructure – Sewerage
Increased population and large number of visitors producing a
large volume of sewerage and waste water

General public 4.9

Infrastructure – Transport
Impact of development on airport – height and design
influencing flight path

General public 3.6, 3.2,
5.5

Concern that the development is a catalyst for a new runway General public
Community Reference
Group

3.6

Capacity of airport to accommodate increased flows General public
Focus Group Tourism
Community Reference
Group

3.7

Flood proofing of the Yorkeys Knob access road General public
Focus Group Tourism
Focus Group Business
Community Reference
Group

4.8

Provision of adequate roads for access General public
Focus Group Tourism
Focus Group Business
Community Reference
Group

4.8

Provision of cycleways as alternative access General public 4.8
Provision of more effective public transport options General public

Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

4.8

Project – Design
Lack of context of the project – how it fits with the landscape,
community and existing built environment. Less Dubai, more
FNQ.

General public 3.2

Need for tropical design - aesthetics General public 3.2
Need for green building practices, advanced design techniques General public

Community Reference
Group

3.2
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Key issues/concerns
Interested
Stakeholder Groups

EIS
Reference

Scale of development – excessively high and large in scale General public
Community Reference
Group

3.2

Provision of car parking General public
Focus Group Business
Focus Group Tourism

4.8

Interest of community to make use of and contribute to ideas
for sport, recreation and conservation activities

General public 3.7

Project – Process
Need for Proponent to show commitment to community
engagement and ongoing commitment to the area.

General public
Focus Group Business

3.7

Question around modelling assumptions – flooding, economic,
Chinese market behaviour, Reef capacities.

General public
Focus Group Tourism

3.4, 3.6,
3.7

Approval process – Engagement
Need for Proponent and approving agencies to engage in
sufficient level of consultation

General public
Focus Group Business

3.7

Approval process – Government approval process
Need for approving agencies to act in a coordinated manner General public 1.4
Need for a robust process with effective consultation General public

Focus Group Business
1.4, 3.7

Resources
Capability of region to meet the demands of the project as it
progresses

General public
Focus Group Tourism
Focus Group Business

3.7

Development of skills for human resources General public
Focus Group Tourism
Focus Group Business

3.7

Availability of raw and manufactured materials General public
Focus Group Business

3.7

Capacity of the local government to respond to planning issues General public
Focus Group Business

3.2, 3.7
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7.0 RECOMMENDATION

Given the strong community interest in this project across the Cairns Region, it is

recommended that the proponent continue to engage with the community through a

range of initiatives:

 Regular updates on project progress via the registered update list, website, social

media, media and other channels;

 Ongoing engagement with the established Community Reference Group;

 Establishment of a Yorkeys Knob Community Reference Group; and

 Ongoing engagement with the Sector Based Groups.

The Proponent is committed to ongoing public consultation throughout the notification of

the EIS and will continue to engage with the community and stakeholders throughout the

design, construction and operation of the project.
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1.0 OBJECTIVES

The six objectives of the Community and Stakeholder Engagement Program are:

 Inform, consult and involve stakeholders and interested community members

about the project and its likely impacts and benefits;

 Solicit aspirations / concerns / local knowledge, for use as inputs to the Project

and for Project refinement throughout the preparation of the EIS

 Establish two-way communication about the project;

 Minimise the amount of misinformation that may circulate about the project;

 Identify potential impacts and where possible, provide recommendations for

measures to mitigate potential impacts.

 Identify benefits and opportunities that the Project presents to the local and

regional community.

The key strategies to achieve these objectives are:

 Identify those with a stake and interest in the project;

 Make information about the development broadly available and easily accessible;

 Create multiple pathways to access information and to receive views and

feedback;

 Disseminate targeted information to stakeholders;

 Through an iterative process respond to community aspirations and concerns,

either through project design modifications or provision of further information; and

 Ensure information is accurate and consistent (QA process).
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2.0 COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT TEAMS

A comprehensive Community and Stakeholder Engagement plan requires a team

approach in order to achieve the objectives and requirements of the EIS and to ensure

that comments, issues and attitudes to the Project are fully identified. Two teams will

contribute to achieving the objectives of this Project.

2.1 Community Engagement Team
Ben Ready (Crook)  Preparation of Materials and Presentations

Robert Bryett Project Ambassador supervisor and Manager of Community

Information and Feedback to the Proponent

Project Ambassadors Team to staff Project Display at Cairns Central

This team has the role of conducting the broad community information, education and

consultation as inputs into project refinement, the Consultation Report and the Social

Impact Assessment. They will be responsible for preparing the public information and

presentation of material for the EIS on behalf of the client.  This includes deliverables

such as preparation, monitoring and feedback to the proponent regarding media

releases, interview, website, shop front displays, feedback forms and Q&A.

2.1.1 Information on the Project

Key messages for the Project will be developed by the Community Engagement Team

and be part of the Information on the Project and material made available to the public

variety on-line and off-line media. They will cover the economic, environment and social

benefits of the Project during planning, construction and operation.

2.1.2 Tools, Actions and Activities

The Community Engagement Team will be responsible for the preparation of the

following tools and materials for release to the public. A short description of each is

provided to assist understanding the breadth and depth of material to achieve the EIS

and Project objectives.
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Project Website

A project website is to be created that will contain the following:

 Project Description

 Client Company Description

 Concept plans

 Q&A document

 Any newsletters

 Copies of media releases

 Contact details

 Feedback/comment portal

 Subscribe to updates or enewsletters

 Links to other relevant sites or information

A link to the Project Website will be contained on the DSDIP (Coordinator-General’s)

website.

Fact Sheets

As part of the information on the Project, a series of facts sheets will be prepared for use

by the staff in the shop front display. This will assist dissemination to the public that is

consistent and accurate.

Q&A

A Question and Answer page on the website will be prepared based on known

information in the IAS document which can supplemented as the project refinement and

approvals process progress.

Shop Front

A shop-front display and information will be provided in Cairns Central Shopping Centre

during the EIS preparation phase. It will be manned during business hours, by the a

team of staff to assist answer enquiries from the pubic. Feedback forms will be available

at the shop and people will be encouraged to provide feedback to the Project team.



COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT PLAN
AQUIS AT THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

JULY 2013 6 3528/02/ R-DM00217

Samples Q&A may include:

What is the Project?

Who is the developer?

What about the roads and transport?

What about the floodplain?

What about the environment?

What about my local business?

Will it be open to the public?

Who will go there?

How much will the Project cost?

When will it open?

How many stages of construction are proposed?

How many jobs will there be?

Where will that many staff come from?

How will local businesses benefit?

What makes this Project different?

How do I find more information?

Who can I talk to about it?

2.2 Stakeholder Engagement Team
Pat Flanagan Project Director

Flanagan Consulting Group EIS Team Leads – Economic, Environment,

Community and Infrastructure

Cummings Economics

(North Australian Research Group) Social Profile

Converge Indigenous and Cultural Heritage consultation

This team has the role of conducting the targeted stakeholder engagement for the EIS. It

will rely on the provision of information inputs from a number of sources – technical

studies by industry experts, social and economic profiles, research across various

subjects related to the Project and engagement with industry and government experts.
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The stakeholder engagement program will need to run concurrently with the preparation

of the technical studies/reports and the Project design processes. It is recommended

that this engagement continue throughout the public notification of the EIS and onto

construction and operation of the project.

This stakeholder engagement program will focus on procedures, activities and feedback

required for the initial planning and preparation of the EIS; to inform and value add to the

design and refinement of the Project (prior to formal public notification).
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3.0 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION

3.1 Stakeholder Identification

A list of potential Community Stakeholders and Interest Groups has been complied (see

Appendix A). This is not be exhaustive and can be added to during the engagement

program. Some stakeholders will be engaged as part of groups, some as part of the

broader community and public information package.

Government and technical group meetings will also be held to discuss infrastructure

planning and design and state agency interests, particularly in relation to environmental

and infrastructure matters in the first instance.

3.2 Community Reference Group (CRG)

It is proposed that that a Community Reference Group be formed, with its purpose being

to:

 Act as a sounding board for the EIS Team through the identification of community

issues and any concerns. It is not a decision making group;

 Provide an opportunity for community involvement in the Project (early in the

Project);

 Accurately relay information from the group to the community so that the

community is well informed about the Project;

 Value add to the concept and design refinement of the Project throughout the

EIS and approvals process;

 focus on key issues associated with the overall Project, not individual interests.

To ensure a representative cross-section of the community and interests in the Project,

it is proposed to include four (4) representatives from the following:

• Environment

• Economic

• Community
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Role of the CRG is to:

 Confirm the social values of the community in relation to the Project;

 Assist in the identification of potential impact and mitigations measures;

 Assist in the identification of positive opportunities and benefits of the Project;

 Provide the EIS team with the best available local knowledge to value add to the

concept and design of the Project;

 Accurately relay information back to the community;

 To respect others in the group and the role of the EIS team.

Constraints to the CRG:

 They are not to be a decision making body;

 No one person is to a leader or spokesperson for the Group;

 There is a deadline and timeframe for their inputs to this phase of the Project;

 Members may not represent every interest group and body in the Cairns region;

 Differences will exist in the level of expertise and knowledge of members

CRG Members will be expected to:

 Be available to the CRG for the limited timeframe available for this phase of the

Project;

 Attend the workshop and any scheduled meetings of the Group;

 Liaise with local people and relay accurate information to them;

 Provide feedback and information to the EIS team in a reasonable and respectful

manner.

CRG Selection Criteria is to comprise:

 Ability to represent the broad views of the community and the area of interest

they represent

 Ability to actively participate in the CRG, attend the workshop and meetings in

the timeframe notified;

 Ability to provide information to the Group about their area of interest or expertise

 Abiltity to take information back to members of the community

 Ability to work in a cooperative and productive manner with respect for others

views and opinions
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CRG Ground Rules

 All opinions are respected

 Each CRG member has been selected as an individual with particular knowledge

or interest relative to the Project, via invitation, not nomination from an interest

group or body;

 The CRG is not a decision making body, no voting – all views are valid;

 The final decision on the Project will be a made by the government;

 The CRG is not a public forum. There are a number of avenues available for

broader public feedback

 The views of members will be noted; there does not have to be consensus by the

Group for the meeting minutes.

 Meetings are not to be taped, recorded, videoed or otherwise by CRG members.

This group will meet immediately after following the announced of the Project as a

“Coordinated Project” by the Office of the Coordinator General.

A thorough briefing of the CRG is proposed to fully inform CRG members of the existing

environment, economic and social values of the site and the area and how these were

investigated to inform the Concept Plan that was part of the application for Coordinated

Project status to the Coordinator General. This will be a full-day workshop.

Three follow-up meetings are to be planned with the CRG during the preparation of the

EIS. The last of these will be focussed on the refined project, as developed through an

iterative process of modelling, design and redesign.

A Record of Meeting will be kept for each group to record comments and issues raised.

These will be provided to the EIS design and team leaders to assist with inputs and

design refinements.

It is recommended that engagement with the CRG continue once the EIS has been

prepared and submitted.



COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT PLAN
AQUIS AT THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

JULY 2013 11 3528/02/ R-DM00217

3.3 Focus Groups

The following Focus Groups are proposed:

 Business Focus Group

 Tourism Business Focus Group

 Environment Focus Group

 Emergency Services Focus Group

The purpose of the focus groups is to:

 Communicate directly with stakeholders, providing them with accurate Project

information in relation to their area of interest;

 Minimise the amount of misinformation that may circulate about the Project;

 Provide a forum for the EIS Team to listen and obtain feedback from these

stakeholder groups about the Project in a quick and efficient manner;

 Provide an opportunity for special interest groups to raise issues, concerns and

ask questions about the Project in a proactive and respectful manner.

 Establish two-way relationship with stakeholders about the Project

Constraints to the Focus Groups:

 They are not a decision making body;

 No one person is leader or spokesperson for the Group;

 There is a deadline and timeframe for their inputs to this phase of the Project;

 Members may not represent every interest group and body in the Cairns region;

 Differences will exist in the level of expertise and knowledge of members in the

group.

Focus Group Selection Criteria is to comprise:

 Ability to represent the special interest area from the Cairns or regional area;

 Ability to attend the workshop and meetings in the timeframe notified;

 Ability to actively respresent their area of interest or expertise;

 Abiltity to take information back to members of the community;

 Ability to work in a cooperative and productive manner with respect for others

views and opinions.
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Focus Group Ground Rules:

 All opinions are respected;

 Each Focus Group member has been invited as an representative of a particular

area which relates to this Project specifically. If someone is not available, they

may nominate a replacement;

 The Focus Group is not a decision making body, no voting – all views are valid;

 The final decision on the Project will be a made by the government;

 The Focus Groups are not public forums. There are a number of avenues

available for broader public feedback;

 The views of members will be noted; there does not have to be consensus by the

Group for the meeting minutes;

 Meetings are not to be taped, recorded, videoed or otherwise by Focus Group

members.

The following is a list of groups and proposed representatives. Similar to the CRG, it is

recommended that engagement with these groups continue once the EIS has been

prepared and submitted.

Business Focus Group

 Business reps from the CRG

 Cairns Chamber of Commerce

 UDIA – development Industry

 James Cook University

 Local business operator (Yorkeys areas – eg YK Marina)

Tourism Focus Group

 Advance Cairns

 Tourism Tropical North Queensland

 Representative of local tourism operators (Skyrail, golf driving range, go carts,

Half Moon Bay Golf Club),

 Representative of Great Barrier Reef operators

 Representative of Tjapukai tourist park

 Representative of local accommodation providers and resorts
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Environment Focus Group

 Representatives from the CRG

 CAFNEC

 JCU environmental expert(s)

 Local environmental groups or individuals

A series of half day briefings/ workshops (one with each group) will be held. Follow-up

from these will be individual to the needs of the group prior to preparation of the EIS.

Should follow-up with any particular groups or individuals be required, this be done on

an as needed basis. A Record of Meeting will be kept for each group to record

comments and issues raised. These will be provided to the EIS design and team leaders

to assist with inputs and design refinements.

Cultural Heritage and Indigenous Groups

Converge consulting will be commissioned to conduct and prepare a Cultural Heritage

Study for the EIS. Consultation with local indigenous groups and Traditional Owners will

form part of that commission. These meeting will be held as one-on-one meetings. It is

important that this consultation and engagement commence as early as possible in the

EIS preparation. Site inspections may be required, especially close to the creeks and

coastal areas.

Federal Government

The proponent has advised that consultation with the Federal Government department –

SEWPAC will be undertaken later in the EIS approvals process. This will allow the EIS

team to conduct the detailed studies and design refinement process and

comprehensively inform the assessment of the Project against the federal legislation

requirements.

Cairns Regional Council and State Agency Engagement

Briefing and regular consultation with the following local and state agencies is proposed.

These will consist of either data collection, discuss on technical matters arising with the

Project, regulatory compliance with local and state policies and interests or more broadly

in relation to the provision of human programs and services (aka ‘soft infrastructure).



COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT PLAN
AQUIS AT THE GREAT BARRIER REEF

JULY 2013 14 3528/02/ R-DM00217

Agency Department

CRC Cairns Regional Council Water and Waste

Cairns Regional Council Planning and Development

Cairns Regional Council Parks and Leisure

Cairns Regional Council Waste Management

Cairns Regional Council  Infrastructure and Roads

DSDIP Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning
(QLD)

DTMR Department of Transport & Main Roads (QLD)

QHealth Queensland Health

QPS Queensland Police Service

DEHP Department of Environment and Heritage Protection (QLD)

DAFF Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (QLD)

GBRMPA Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (AUS)

DNRM Department of Natural Resources & Mines (QLD)

NPRS&R Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing (QLD)

DHPW Department of Housing and Public Works (QLD)

DCCSDS Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services
(QLD)

DETE Department of Education, Training and Employment (QLD)

DATSIMA Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Multicultural
Affairs (QLD)

DCS Department of Community Safety (QLD)

Telstra

Ergon Electricity

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) will be consulted with as an

significant agency specifically related to this Project.
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4.0 RECORD, MONITOR AND REPORT

Cairns Regional Council and State Agency Engagement

A stakeholder data base, records of meetings and Issues Register will be created to

record and monitor meetings, one-on-one meetings and/or interviews with media,

politicians etc.

The Community Engagement Team will provide the feedback forms and media reports

to the EIS team. The results of both the Community and Stakeholder engagement

programs will be reported as part of the Consultation Report, as required by the Terms

of Reference for the Project.

The Issues Register will:

 be developed and maintained by the EIS Community Lead;

 incorporate issues raised across the program of engagement activities;

 be maintained throughout the EIS engagement program;

 be summarised in the Consultation Report (which is part of the EIS document);

 identify where issues result in modifications to the design, construction and/or

proposed operation of the project.
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5.0 COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM

A timing and implementation program will be prepared once the Project is announced as

a “Coordinated Project” by the Coordinator General. The program will need to allow time

for the following actions of the CoG EIS process:

• Announcement of the Project as a Coordinated Project

• Preparation of the Draft Terms of Reference by the Office of the Coordinator

General

• Public notification of the Draft Terms of Reference by the Office of the Coordinator

General

• Consideration of any submissions received on the Draft Terms of Reference

• Issue of the Final Terms of Reference by the Office of the Coordinator General
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Appendix A:  List of Potential Community Stakeholders and Interest Groups

Yorkeys Knob and

Surrounds

• Yorkeys Knob Resident Association

• Yorkeys Knob Business Association

• Friends of Redden Island (FoRi)

• Machans Beach Community Association

• Stratford & Freshwater Community Association (SaFCa)

• Local Tourist Attraction operators: Yorkeys Knob Marina,

Skyrail, Cairns Kart Hire, Cable Ski Hire, Tjapukai Aboriginal

Cultural Park, Golf Driving Range, Half Moon Bay Golf Club

Cairns and Region • Other Operators: Barron River White water rafting, Bungy

jumping, Kuranda Scenic Railway

• Paradise Palms Golf Club, Cairns Tropical Zoo, Hartleys Croc

Farm, horse riding, a variety of fishing experiences

• Great Barrier Reef operators, Daintree Rainforest and

attractions and activities on The Tablelands

• Tourism Tropical North Queensland

• Advance Cairns

• Cairns Chamber of Commerce

• Cairns Professional Game Fishing Association Inc

• Far North Queensland Tour Operator Association (FNQTOA)

• Tourism Kuranda

• Port Douglas Daintree Tourism Association

• CAFNEC  - Cairns and Far North Environment Centre

Other groups • Yirrganydji Traditional Owners

• Treeforce Association

• Conservation Volunteers Australia

• Recruitment and Employment agencies

Tourism Organisations and

Associations1

• Association of Marine Park Tourism Operators (AMPTO)

• Australian Amusement Leisure and Recreation (AALARA)

• Indigenous Tourism Australia

• Tourism Training Australia

1 Source: http://www.tq.com.au/resource-centre/industry-directory/tourism-industry-contacts/tourism-
industry-contacts.cfm

http://www.tq.com.au/resource-centre/industry-directory/tourism-industry-contacts/tourism-
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multi-faceted and diverse tourism facilities. North Queensland can win the battle for the 

international tourism dollar with an asset like Aquis. 

 

Aquis, on the edge of the Pacific Ocean at the Great Barrier Reef, and located just north 

of Cairns International Airport, will have the scale, diversity and international flavour to 

be without peer in Australia.  

 

Queensland, and in particular North Queensland, has a once-in-a-generation opportunity 

to take advantage of the substantial near term growth expected in outbound Chinese 

tourism and to position North Queensland as a tourism leader within the region. The 

opportunity is not limited to China however, and it is envisaged that Aquis will attract 

significant tourism visitation from all over the world. The key to North Queensland 

securing all the benefits that Aquis offers is to move quickly and with certainty, such that 

Aquis can become this leader in the region, and attract a whole host of new 

opportunities as quickly as possible. 

 
The Resort  

• 3,750 hotel rooms across 9 luxury hotel brands; 
• 1,180 managed apartments; 
• 130 managed villas; 
• an international class casino; 
• one of the world’s largest aquariums; 
• 13,500sqm of high-end retail shopping; 
• a 25,000 seat sports stadium; 
• a 45,000sqm convention and exhibition centre; 
• a 20Ha reef lagoon; 
• 2 x 2,500 seat theatres; 
• a cultural heritage centre; and 
• an 18 hole championship golf course. 

The Benefits  

• Total construction investment $4.2 billion (in current dollar terms); 
• Direct provision for 9300 full time jobs per annum (and indirectly a total of 16,600 per 

annum) during construction; 
• Direct provision for 10,000 full time jobs per annum (and indirectly a total of 26,700 

per annum) once operational; 
• Total cumulative Gross State Product during construction $3.4 billion; 
• Annual Gross State Product $1.15 billion during construction; and 
• Annual Gross State Product $2 billion once operational. 
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Aquis will allow North Queensland to benefit from 
the increasing trend of outbound tourism from 

Asia, particularly China 
 

INCREASE INTERNATIONAL TOURISM TO NORTH QUEENSLAND 

INCREASE DOMESTIC TOURISM TO NORTH QUEENSLAND 

PROVIDE NORTH QUEENSLAND LOCALS WITH A FACILITY THEY ARE PROUD OF 

PROVIDE AN ECONOMIC BOOST TO NORTH QUEENSLAND 

PROVIDE FOR INCREASED EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

NORTH QUEENSLAND 

TO RESTORE NORTH QUEENSLAND TO A PLACE OF INTERNATIONAL AND 

DOMESTIC TOURISM PROMINENCE 

 

1.2 Questions and Answers 

What does the resort 
comprise? 

Does Cairns need another 
casino? 

Who is behind the project? 

Where is the proposed resort 
located? 

Why does Cairns need a 
casino? 

Will you provide training for 
young people? 

What will you do to 
encourage responsible 
gambling? 

When is construction planned 
to start? 

When will the resort open? 

Who will the resort attract? 

How many jobs will the resort create? 

How much will the government 
contribute? 

What is at Yorkey’s Knob now? 

What will you do to ensure the Barrier 
Reef is not impacted by the 
development? 

What are you doing about social 
impacts? 

What are the specific benefits to North 
Queensland? 

What are the benefits for Queensland 
overall? 

How does the Aquis proposal differ 
from the unsuccessful Rainbow 
Harbour canal development previously 
proposed for the same site? 
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1.3 Letter from proponent 
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF CAIRNS AND QUEENSLAND 

 

In September 2012 my company acquired an option on a 750 acre site at Yorkey’s Knob 

north of Cairns to lay the base for the implementation of my vision for a fully integrated 

resort that fundamentally changes the economy of Cairns and Queensland. I have called 

the project Aquis Great Barrier Reef Resort. 

 

For the last nine months my advisory team has been undertaking the necessary work to 

determine the viability of my vision and prepare a proposal for the consideration of the 

Queensland Government. My commitment to Aquis, and belief in the opportunity it 

presents, has been strengthened and fortified as that work has been completed. 

 

Based upon my business exposure to Asian markets via my family’s involvement in the 

Hong Kong/China finance and property markets I have seen and observed, with great 

interest, the rapid and exponential growth of Macau. It cannot be disputed that Macau’s 

growth has been driven by a new breed of substantial integrated resort. The model is 

being rapidly adopted and accepted by Queensland’s tourism competitors in the Asia 

Pacific region. 

 

With over 15 years’ experience investing in North Queensland I have recognised the 

unique suitability of the Cairns region to develop an integrated resort, based upon the 

Macau model, but presented differently via a design and marketing linkage to North 

Queensland and the Great Barrier Reef. Queensland has an opportunity with this 

proposal to join other countries in our region that are developing large-scale integrated 

resorts which drive local tourism, employment and associated economic growth. 

 

The Aquis proposal is unique, in Asian integrated resort terms, by associating its appeal 

to the unique natural environment and region it is located in. Aquis will be, by its very 

design and market position, a high profile project to drive Asian tourism awareness of 

North Queensland and the Great Barrier Reef. 

 

Ten years ago Chinese tourism visitation to Queensland was minimal. I compare that to 

figures released recently where Chinese are now the second most predominant tourism 

nation to Queensland (and rising). Aquis (the man-made wonder) and the Great Barrier 

Reef (your incredibly beautiful wonder of the world) will ensure, in perpetuity, 

Queensland receives more than its fair share of inbound tourism from China. Aquis gives 
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Queensland an opportunity to fend off its southern and regional competitors for the 

increasingly important Chinese tourism market. 

 

While attracting international visitors is an important part of our proposal, Aquis will also 

play an important role for the Queensland economy by: 

• increasing employment opportunities for Queenslanders from as early as next 

year. 

• increasing economic expenditure and investment in Queensland 

• increasing state revenue and improving the state’s finances 

• providing a wonderful facility for locals and domestic tourists 

• driving international and domestic tourism visitation and expenditure for the 

benefit of all small business operators in North Queensland. 

The proposal provides the Queensland Government with the opportunity to further 

demonstrate its commitment to two of Queensland’s economic pillars – tourism and 

construction. 

 

At this stage it is the stated intent (working in partnership with the Queensland 

Government, the local authorities, community and other stakeholders) of the Aquis 

consortia, after an appropriate approval and licensing process, to commence significant 

site works in mid 2014, with project completion slated for 2018. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Tony Fung 

Chairman 

Aquis Great Barrier Reef Resort 

 

  



 
 

8 
 

1.4 Website feedback  
Following is the uncategorized feedback that came through the website. 

Website feedback 
ID  Question/Issue 
W1  Can only be a positive move for Cairns/Qld. Go for it, and do not listen to the vocal minority. We 

need this, and it has our (the silent majority) full support. 
W2  I work for geotechnical engineering and testing company and we would love to be part of this 

project. 
W3  This is fantastic. I hope to be part of the construction and be part of history in the making 

something that will open cairns to the world now and into the future, like Sydney’s darling harbour 
bridge and opera house. I am excited about this. 

W4  I am a resident of Yorkeys Knob and would love to see this project go ahead. It would be a real 
boost for our community; it would inject new life into the area and bring tourists and business 
expansion opportunities. I fully support this project going ahead. 

W5  We look forward to the development and increased economic benefits for the area 

W7  We are in full support of your project well done can’t wait to see the finished resort (as a owner of 
an investment property in Yorkeys Knob). Thank you Mr Fung. 

W8  Great idea like the stadium which will be part of it. Time to start building 

W9  I live in Yorkeys Knob and support the project. I think it will be great for the region and, in fact, the 
entire State. But could you please spell Yorkeys Knob correctly. Get rid of the apostrophe! 

W10  I think the economic benefit to all of QLD this will bring is unmeasurable. Fantastic for small 
business operators all over QLD and the number of jobs being mentioned will give a massive boost 
to one of the best regions of Australia. 

W11  Please include a bicycle pathway from Yorkeys Knob to Cairns City as part of your plan. I support 
your project. 

W12  What a fantastic injection of life! I have owned a property for many years in nearby Trinity Beach 
and welcome this exciting project to the area. 

W13  All in all, I do believe it will be a positive for the region considering Cairns does have the highest 
unemployment rate. The uniqueness of the project I believe will finally begin to turn the focus of 
our State and Federal politicians to better develop infrastructures up North, instead of always 
solely focusing on the South East region. 

W14  I think this is fantastic news for Cairns. New jobs, more infrastructure (which Cairns lacks!) and 
making Cairns a world class destination. All pluses and houses prices in neighbouring areas will go 
up as a result.   Just make sure locals get these jobs, and not contracted out to southerners!! 

W15  25000 SEAT THEATRES????? 

W17  I have lived in and between Cairns and Cooktown for 36 years and currently live on Yorkeys Knob.  I 
was a nursery owner and breeder of orchids and foliage plants for most of those years and have 
knowledge and experience with what exotic plants will grow in the area. 

W18  On behalf of Chris Vandyke Designs and as the commercial project manager here, I would like to 
extend our support to this fantastic development. We are a small personalised Architectural office 
located just around the corner of this proposed development at Smithfield.  As renowned 
specialists in tropical building design in this region we would like to offer our architectural services 
in anyway in cooperation of this venture. Please feel free to review some of our featured work and 
company profile on our website at www.chrisvandyke.com.au or call us on 07 4038 3000 if you 
would like to come into our office to discuss how we might assist your needs into the future. 

W19  I think the project will be the best thing to happen to our region since Christopher Skase developed 
Port Douglas.   I and all our families wish you all the very best in your exiting mega project and 
would wish to be involved in any part of construction, if available to us. 

W20  Ignore all the negative feedback, there were people up in arms about building the skyrail, which I 
often have taken visitors to cairns on because its so good! The cold hard facts are this, The world 
has been in the GFC FOR 6 YEARS.  Someone has picked Cairns to invest 4 Billion dollars.  Be 
thankful for it!  Any investment is good let alone that much money.  You can’t hold back progress, 
and for those that wish they could there is always the bush to go live in. 

W21  You have my and the people of Cairns support. Very excited to see this come to fruition. 
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W22  Great idea just what Cairns needs to stimulate the economy and nice to see your plans include 
giving back to the locals in the way of the football stadium,water park and Aquirium.  Can't wait to 
see the finished product! 

W23  Great Development if it proceeds 

W24  I’d like to offer my assistance in the preparations for your workforce and in consideration of the 
impact that this workforce could have on the labour force in the Cairns region. I am a strategic 
planning consultant, contracted by the Australian Government to identify needs and design 
solutions to workforce challenges in the Cairns area. I work closely with employers, employment 
services providers, local communities and all levels of government to help drive local solutions to 
labour market issues. This involves identifying opportunities, issues and helping to coordinate 
responses from businesses, government and other organisations to put in place strategies to help 
address them.  I am funded to deliver this role as a contracted third party, so can offer objective 
advice and provide valuable links and insights to the local labour force and networks, having 
developed a number of specialist groups around skills and employment planning and 
implementation. 

W25  We are so excited to have the resort come to our area! 

W26  Congratulations Mr Tong Fung and Team! Thank you for loving our special part of the world as 
much as we do. Your investment to our region is so very much appreciated. As a born local I look 
forward to watching your vision grow and can't wait to visit and indulge in your beautiful Aquis 
Resort! Wishing you every success. 

W27  This project provides the Cairns region with a massive tourist draw card but also has something for 
locals. The 25000 seat rectangular stadium and the 2500 seat theater are large items that the local 
council has wanted to build but to this point could not afford. You have my full support in this 
project and I hope all goes well. 

W28  This is inspirational! The economic, social and cultural enrichment this project could bring to the 
Cairns region is vast. Thank you for the faith this shows in this beautiful region, I will be watching 
the progress of this project with keen interest and I wish you the best of luck with this great 
endeavour. 

W29  I honestly believe that this project, or any project of a similar scale is the kick start that the region 
needs. We have a number of key projects that are on hold across North Queensland due largely to 
a lack of confidence from both the banks, local investors and the city as a whole.  With a fully 
costed and privately funded development starting we would see substantial growth across North 
Queensland and the surrounding areas not just in construction but in private enterprise, small 
businesses and also a massive flow on effect from Tourism.  The minority will shout loudly that a 
project like this ruins our beautiful city, whilst they sit back and let work pass them by. But for 
those who have a vision of seeing development work hand in hand with our natural beauty this 
project is exactly what is needed and welcomed to the state and to Cairns.  Congratulations Mr 
Fung.  We are all watching with eager anticipation to see how this development unfolds. And 
hopefully in the not too distant future we can be a part of this as well. 

W30  This looks like such an exciting opportunity for our region.  As life‐long locals, we have travelled to 
and lived in different areas around Australia and the world, but always come home to Far North 
Queensland.  We (my husband & I) often talk about how disappointed we sometimes are in our 
region and the lack of growth or international standard facilities.  We understand that some locals 
are trying to preserve an atmosphere of a small town that they hold dear to their hearts, but we 
are so excited to think that a development like this could see our region move into the future.  In 
terms of local employment opportunities and a boost for the local economy, we hope that this 
development could provide some real positive growth that is sorely needed.  We are 100% 
impressed with the proposal and design (beautiful), and are keen to see how it progresses!  Good 
luck! 

W31  Interested to hear where it is proposed and hear updates 

W32  Wow amazing project, It's about time to build at the known famous place. Yorkeys knob beach is 
known for politicians and Celebrities etc. Bravo more power . 

W33  What a fantastic opportunity for people in this region. This project will keep this area going for the 
next generation and beyond. I am a very keen sports lover and would love to see the 25000 seat 
stadium built and what it will do for sports tourism. I can envisage seeing my favourite footy team 
bring matches to this stadium and watching it fill with locals would be a dream come true!!  The 
whole project will also help keep our children in the North and stop them all heading off down 
south for work. 

W34  I believe this project during the construction phase and the resort would be a fantastic asset to 
Cairns.  FNQ has the largest unemployment rate in Australia and the project would provide much 
needed jobs.  The whole Far North Queensland region needs an economic and moral boost. 
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W35  Wow, what great vision about time some thought to do something big and bold. Projects like this 
can create magical possible for so many people. I would love the chance to work in this location 
once completed. 

W36  As a property owner in Yorkeys Knob, I wholeheartedly welcome this development Mr Fung. The 
resort looks to be truely fantastic.  Assuming care of the surrounding area is given a high priority, I 
can only see positives for the Cairns region.   Get Building! 

W37  I believe this project will be fantastic for the community of Cairns and surrounding areas.  Thank 
you. 

W38  You have my full support! 

W39  I love it!!!  I was so annoyed when Council knocked back the Cairns Entertainment Precinct as I am 
studying event management. This is my future ‐ my career!  Thank you for putting forward such an 
amazing project for our region. 

W40  Can you please advise how you would handle the vast increase in traffic movement. With only one 
road into Yorkeys Knob this is a major concern. 

W41  I would like to express my interest in being a part of your exciting project for the Cairns region. 
Currently I am an Area Manager for Spirit Hotels based in Cairns for the past four years overseeing 
the successful operation of 10 hotels.  I have a beautiful family that are happy to call North 
Queensland home to have the opportunity to offer my skill set and local operational experience in 
support of your exciting venture. 

W42  I think it is about time the Northern Beaches received a project that would give the locals and 
cairns residence something to be proud of. I would love to be involved with this project either on 
the construction side of things as I have 20 Years in the Mining construction industry as Purchasing 
& logistics Manager or the real estate side of property development or Management as I also have 
my Real estate management licence 

W43  This must go ahead for the future of Cairns to be recognised as a global destination! 

W44  this project is what cairns needs i speak to hundreds of people a day and not one of them is against 
this and all are locals 

W45  What a fantastic development and a wonderful opportunity for our Region.  You have my support 
as this will be the best thing that will ever happen to Cairns. 

W46  Hi, Just trying to help you out with a few ideas in relation to winning locals over.  I would make a 
point of mentioning the football stadium and sporting events you may attract + concerts you may 
attract to Cairns with your theaters not to mention the locals specials you will offer at the water 
park, golf course, Aquarium,Hotel etc.  Maybe mention that you will start to built the sports 
stadium and water park as part of the first stage to show your commitment to the cairns 
community.  How about offering major sponsorship to the Cairns Taipan basketball team who play 
in the NBL they are a community based team and our only national team with about 3 to 4000 local 
season ticket holders this would again show your commitment to the local community.  I hope this 
helps you!  Again good luck! 

W47  I believe this to be an outstanding proposal in so many different ways. It is the perfect location for 
capturing the Asia tourist market and will bring extraordinary benefits to the local community. 
Obviously it is stunningly ambitious but I see that as a challenge worth the time and effort. I would 
appreciate if someone could contact me as I have a proposal in a different country that has many of 
the same attributes as Aquis. 

W48  The Aquis Resort is a fantastic project for the Cairns region, I hope it is warmly welcomed by all 
residents. We are long term locals of 21 years and we need this project to "put Cairns on the map". 
I have worked in the Service/Building industry for 35 years and this is the best thing to happen in 
Cairns. Thank you. 

W49  As a local real estate agent in Yorkeys Knob for the past 20 years , I am most interested in this 
development on the original Rainbow Harbour site which was touted for several years. I am in 
support of the development & most interested in the facilities eg golf course , sports & 
entertainment areas that will be available for the local community to use & appreciate. I wish the 
project success. 

W50  I love the concept and hope that the project goes ahead.  It will be great for Cairns and Queensland 
and hopefully people will come to Cairns to enjoy all that this part of the world has to offer while 
staying at a luxury resort with first class facilities.  Thank you Mr Fung 

W51  I think it will be so positive for Cairns.  Can not wait, Good luck. 

W52  A great project, hope to live long enough to see it finished. The planning and presentation is world 
class, the best I have seen. Good luck with the project and I hope that you can start soon.  

W53  Is it possible to get a copy of the KPMG report? 

W54  I am in support of your project here & I hope this Government is smart enough to let you build 
it!!...... 
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W55  This proposal will put Cairns back on its feet ‐ and give everyone confidence and opportunities 
beyond belief.  WELL DONE AQUIS! 

W56  As the owners of a unit at Golden Sands Beach‐front Resort.  We feel it would be of tremendous 
value to all the residents of Yorkeys Knob for this project to go ahead. It would give this area the 
boost it needs. 

W57  A1 we want and need this for cairns world class love it 

W58  This project has our full support... will be great for the future of Cairns, Cairns has gone through a 
real economic hard time. this will secure the future for my kids and grand‐kids. 

W59  born and bred local have travelled much and fully support this project 

W60  cairns so needs this, looks awesome! 

W61  Full support, make this happen. 

W62  It is a resort that does not fit the Cairns region at all. It is ugly and way too big. This is not the GOLD 
COAST! I very much doubt that such a huge resort will have no impact on the great barrier reef or 
the environment. To build it you will be knocking down all of the natural environment a d creating a 
fake lake and surrounds. Cairns doesn't need another casino either. I am sure that tourists that 
come and gamble and not interested in seeking the surrounding region and all of the money made 
will stay in the resort and the pockets of the billionaire. Apart form building it and the revenue the 
government will get this won't benefit Cairns at all.  In fact it will probably damage other businesses 
in town. Shame on putting money and profits before the people of Cairns and this beautful place. 

W63  My husband and I have a earthmoving construction company and look forward to this 
development. We would love to be part of this exciting project and would like information to 
register our company's interest. 

W64  i am all for it .great for cairns and the region. bring it on 

W65  I read that the project requires rigorous environmental and economic impact statement.  Can you 
tell me if the project proposal is bound by law to provide a similar social impact statement? 

W66  Fantastic to see commitment to the growth of FNQ 

W67  A free transport system has been indicated _ surely this will have a negative impact on the taxi 
industry. I would appreciate your response. 

W68  I am a Development/ Construction Management Professional ‐ how do i get contact with the 
management team to discuss any potential positions 

W69  We support the development. You need many positive voices to drown out the detractors. 

W70  I am owner of 2500m2 site in yorkeys, with current d.a. approved for 32 x 2/3 b/room apts, of 
which 8 are penthouses. Site is opposite golf course, looks down the fairway.I am happy to share 
my experiences of having my d.a. approved by council etc, and am happy to help in any way that I 
can so your fantastic development may proceed. 

W71  I thoroughly support your development and I live at Yorkeys Knob.   I would like to know if you 
know of any groups of people already formed to help support your proposal so that I can join any 
or all of supporting groups to ensure that Cairns Council will pass the development. 

W72  The enormity of this project is exciting and long overdue for Cairns.  The magnificent natural 
wonders of this area have a limited appeal to tourists however with the world class resort and 
integrated features being offered by Aquis , Cairns can expect to welcome the lion's share of the 
ever growing Asian tourism market. This can only be seen as a positive in every aspect and 
demands the complete support of all levels of Govt. 

W73  No matter how many billions is spent on this project you will never get rid of the billions apon 
billions of relentless blood sucking sandflies that will feed on your guests. Maybe something to 
think about. 

W74  Love the proposal and think the benefits to the region would be enormous. Good luck with the 
permit applications. 

W75  Interested in this project both personally as a resident who lives in Yorkeys Knob with my wife and 
extended family and professionally for future employment in the local area as I work in overseas on 
a fly in fly out basis 

W76  I think this would be the best development for Cairns and its residents and would provide many 
opportunities to reinvigorate this dying town, I hope you get the approvals you need to go ahead. 

W77  As on of Cairns foremost project sales agents I would love to help you sell the managed units/ villas 
:) 

W78  A great concept & game changer for Cairns, Queensland & Australian tourism.   Green project & 
major employer with massive follow on & multiplier effects for the whole community.   A once in a 
life time opportunity for Cairns & the Cairns community to position itself to showcase the natural 
beauty of the Great Barrier Reef & the world heritage rainforest natural attractions to the world.   
Have you thought about linking the project to Sky Rail so that your guests have  seamless access to 
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Kuranda via the existing infrastructure.   Great project.   Ticks all the boxes. 

W79  This project is something that Cairns has needed for years and it is only happening due to the 
availability of overseas investment.   Thank you Tony for your insight for Cairns, the people will 
thank you for it.   It is now up to the people of Cairns to put their full support behind it. 

W80  Thank you for the opportunity you are bringing to Cairns Northern beaches.  Please support local 
businesses and suppliers where possible. 

W81  If Cairns is ever to grow as a city this is it's opportunity. 

W82  we visit Yorkeys Knob in Cairns regularly as we have family who live there.  We are always looking 
for something new and exciting to do in the area.  This would be amazing!!  Please keep us updated 
on when things are proceeding.   

W83  We ( my husband and I) are owners of a number of properties in Yorkeys Knob and are absolutely 
100% in favour of the Aquis Development.   It will bring the much need boost to the economy and 
put Cairns and Far North Queensland back on the tourist map.   Revitalising and reinvigorating 
badly degradated cane land can only be a great thing.  Yorkeys Knob is a fantastic destination and 
can only be made better with this development and the improvements which will happen as a 
natural progression. 

W84  I run The Green Funeral, and one of our partners id the Cairns Regional Council. We operate land 
rehabilitation projects creating local flora & Fauna Habitat.  We are different in that [1] the process 
is self‐funding, no cost to the land owner, [2] is is such that it generates community support.   I 
would appreciate the opportunity to discuss the application to your project 

W85  We own a small family real estate business and our livelihood depends upon the success of this 
region.   We and all of our clients and landlords are very excited about this development. We will 
support it it any way possible and look forward to seeing this come to life. 

W86  A very rare opputunity for the Far North. Can't wait until it starts. 

W87  When the project was announced there was reference to a study by KPMG. This is now quoted in 
PR releases but is the full study itself available? 

W88  Great initiative!! 

W89  sounds like a very exciting project which will benefit local cairns residents and create employment 
opportunities 

W90  This is just what the north needs. I would move back to Cairns if this went ahead. 

W91  I first heard about the Aquis Project some time ago, possibly a radio interview. As a local media 
person and property investor I immediately took  a strong and ongoing interest, so it would be 
good to keep up with the progress.  And given my background I am wondering how I can  be 
involved in some way with the advancement of the Project. 

W92  I have read with great interest recent articles surrounding your proposed Aquis Resort in Cairns. I 
would like to commend you on a such a bold vision for Queensland.  For too long us Queenslanders 
have had to suffer with poor value for money resort options in the Barrier Reef (and the rest of 
Australia for that matter!).  We are in dire need of a fully integrated resort that makes maximum 
benefit of our beautiful coastline and fantastic weather. 

W93  We are doing a short story on the Cairns casino for Engineers Australia magazine and would like 
some hi‐res pictures.   Please send ASAP if possible. 

W94  I am very interested by the Aquis Great Barrier Reef Resort and I would like to have some more 
detailed information about the project such as the design plans, the location of each development 
(eg: casino, aquarium, etc..). If you could please give me as many documentations about this 
project I would be really happy to study it. I find this development very interesting and I would love 
to get inspiration from this. 

W95  Will there be an opportunity for local engineering consultants to be involved in the front end 
engineering and detailed design phases of the project.  If so, who/where do we register our 
interest. 

W96  This is an exciting development for this part of the world. I have worked in Nth QLD and I have 
worked in Macau and can therefore see that this is an incredible opportunity for the region and I 
look forward to seeing it move ahead and, who knows, maybe work there one day. 

W97  This project is very amazing, and my partner and me decided to move back from Darwin to Cairns 
because we see a huge economical potential in this project. Both are we well educated as plumbing 
manager and  as accountant manager and hope to get opportunities in the Aquis project. 

W98  and I would like to express my interest and support for this project. I have vast experience in the 
entertainment industry not only in Australia but in Asia, USA and Europe.   I would like to arrange a 
meeting to discuss my involvement with this project with regards to the entertainment side of the 
project. 
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W99  Great opportunity for Cairns and the Far North 

W100  Would be keen to work with and support this fantastic project.   Our company, from here in Cairns, 
can offer all embroidered workwear and other requirements, eg Polo Shirts, Caps etc, along with all 
Safety Equipment requirements. Also branded site fencing, and more. 

W101  Massive plans, seems too grandiose for this dreamy, peaceful place as it is now. However, I can see 
the benefits for the region and the people, so if it's done right, I will have a positive attitude and an 
open mind towards it.  Main concerns are environmental considerations, including rubbish and 
water management, social impact, consultation with Indigenous elders, etc.  Big plus are jobs for 
everyone!! And please employ the current locals first...   I'm signing up for updates because I'm 
interested in how the whole project proceeds and I'd like to feel part of it from the very beginning. 

W102  I think this is an amazing project for the Cairns region and is a  boast to my spirits as a business 
owner.  It is good to see people showing faith in a region that I live and believe in.   I have 
experience working in some of Australia's best restaurants.  I believe I could be an asset in helping 
you with your food and beverage operations.  From branding and concept to sourcing local 
produce, marketing and menus.  I have a well known brand in Cairns and the region which could be 
of use to your operation. 

W103  Great news for the region. I like the scale of this project. Hopefully there won't be too many 
bureaucratic hurdles to jump over. Looking forward to following its progress. 

W104  Sorry I don't want this scale of development in the town here. It is wrong on so many levels, it 
would take me many pages to say. Most of all it will have impact on the reef. It is totally ludicrous 
to suggest it will not. You lose points straight away for claiming it will not. I grew up at Yorkeys I 
know this area well. Fortunately no longer live there. I ran wild in this exact area as a child.  I have 
seen the proposed area under 6 feet of water several times. Your Mickey Mouse consultants are 
nothing but yes man stooges. I note mention no names on your site. No respectable hydrologist 
would consider it. You have major hydrological issues.  And i suppose you are going to provide 
carbon offsets for the emmisions created in the construction, travel too and fro and usage of the 
resort. Haven't you heard about global warming? Places like this promulgate it and act as though it 
does not exist.  You should be ashamed of yourself.  Socially we don't want sleazy money 
laundering criminals, prostitution,degradation gambling addiction   created by gambling facilities 
and associated sleaze.  We already have more than enough in this town Thank You !!   Please go 
home and fuck up your own back yard. 

W105  Can only be a positive move for Cairns/Qld. Go for it, and do not listen to the vocal minority. We 
need this, and it has our (the silent majority) full support. 

W106  We own a small family real estate business and our livelihood depends upon the success of this 
region.  We and all of our clients and landlords are very excited about this development. We will 
support it it any way possible and look forward to seeing this come to life. 

W107  Excellent, very much hope this project goes ahead. 

W108  As a local of 33 years i have seen so many job loses here. I hope when construction starts that it will 
be local trades an construction workers that will be employed. All our family are in that field an get 
annoyed when it is given to people outside Cairns. Cairns will be supportive of this project if in time 
that it is announced that jobs will be local in building this project. 

W109  I work for geotechnical engineering and testing company and we would love to be part of this 
project. 

W110  BRING IT ON IT CAN ONLY BE GREAT FOR THE REGION AND STATE IT IS THE PROJECT THIS PLACE 
HAS NEEDED FOR AS LONG AS I CAN THINK. I WISH IT WAS BREAKING GROUND TOMORROW AND 
MAYBE WE CAN ALL GET BACK TO MAKING A FAIR LIVING. 

W111  I come up here on holidays all the time and if this is built up here we will never be back.   

W112  I thought your consultants were supposed answer questions and alleviate any fears residents have.  
I LIVE AT YORKEYS KNOB and your ignorant 'consultant' said " Cairns is F(*&ed without this, it will 
be the next Gold Coast". My comment was if I wanted to live at Gold Coast I would. Your 
'consultant' also said "I've got a job for the next 10 years with this guy" Well good for you mate!  I 
asked about rates ignorant man says: "I live at Edmonton and my rates are 1200/half for 1.6acres". 
Me "Well I live at YORKEYS and my rates are 1200/879m", Him: "oh but your property will be 100k 
more in value" REALLY? Who would want to live here then ‐ no‐one.  Suggest your  screen/test your 
employees for tact and diplomacy before letting them loose on the public.  HE had the cheek to say 
'come back tomorrow...." are you F*&^en kidding?? after being bombasted by some red neck, all 
your consultant has done is make me HATE your project even more and I will do everything to have 
it rejected. thank your consultant at the new office at Yorkeys Knob.  



 
 

14 
 

W113  I object to the height of the proposed development. I am worried about traffic congestion (which, 
during peak hours, for a small city, is bad enough already). I am worried about the impact it will 
have on existing businesses, who are already under financial pressure. I am extremely worried that 
the employment opportunities generated by such a project will not be available to the local 
population. It would be devastating to see this employing people from other areas, especially other 
countries... and lastly, I hope that there will be some sort of cultural awareness center in the 
project that encourages people to be culturally aware when traveling in another country ‐ in this 
case, Australia (spitting socially disrespectful in public, littering a massive no‐no, no pushing in line 
at checkouts, etc ‐ sorry i'm over‐generalising and being stereotypical, but these things have an 
effect on our way of life in Cairns) 

W114  I think the project is possibly a bit too big and ambitious..... perhaps scale it down a third?  Cairns 
needs more family entertainment.  There are only so many times you can take a reef tour and visit 
Port Douglas before kids get bored.  We have no swimming/surf beaches.  We need a water park 
like the Gold Coast has.  We need places where families can eat reasonably priced meals and the 
kids have something to do. 

W115  where can I see real plans and details? 

W117  Will the project be using local suppliers during construction? 

W118  I would like to know if any new water catchment will be included in the plan, as Lake Morris is 
barely adequate for Cairns' needs at the moment. 

W119  I would like to apply for a foreman role in the clearing and construction of this amazing project. 

W120  Very excited about this proposed project. Great for Cairns and the locals that live in it. 

W121  I would like to pledge my support for the resort to go ahead. Thankyou for this opportunity to voice 
my opinion. 

W122  Would you be interested to sponsor our Cairns Mens shed and local Scouts with our community 
projects as a demonstration of your community support please?  I believe that helping the local 
older people of Cairns could be a valuable partnership in this community.  Instead of talking about 
money and visitors, you could talk about community development and support for old people in 
this town which would not frighten some of so much, OK  My phone number is 0427187396 Robin 
Heath  I look forward to hearing from you soon thanks Robin 

W123  I think this is just what Cairns needs. 

W124  Am sure Cairns will benefit if your resort is built & I believe the resort will become a major draw 
card! 

W125  I am wholeheartedly in favour of this project. Please don't hesitate to ask for help.   

W126  Visited the display in Cairns Central where the staff were extremely helpful and answered all my 
questions.  As a resident of Yorkeys Knob I fully support this development and believe it will be a 
fantastic asset for both Yorkeys Knob and the whole of Cairns.  A very impressive concept unique to 
the area if not to the country. 

W127  I think it is fantastic. Hope all approvals are granted and the project goes ahead. Great for Cairns ‐ 
employment and flow on effect is just what Cairns needs. Finally someone wants to develop a 
project in Cairns that will benefit not only themselves but the whole of Cairns and Qld. 

W128  Having read the Draft TOR I'm looking forward to reading the final EIS when it eventuates down the 
track.  I must say, from my readings thus far and reviewing your website I am in 100% support for 
this project to be given to go ahead! As a Cairns local we need this in your tourism arsenal.  I only 
hope the local community will have to opportunity to utilise, to some degree, the sports stadium, 
golf course and other facilities without necessarily being a guest.  Thumbs up from me. 

W129  Excellent project just what Cairns, Yorkey Knob needs 

W130  Myself and my family support this project please go ahead, so cairns can survive?  

W131  Sounds like a fantastic venture, if it can get off the ground. I am looking forward in seeing this 
happen for the region. I grew in Yorkeys Knob and would love to see the area grow. 

W132  Congratulations Mr. Fung, your proposal is just what Cairns needs to help boost tourism and our 
economy.  I am behind you 100% and wish you every success. 

W133  Fantastic Proposal. Just do it! 

W134  Hope this goes ahead. Just what Cairns needs. 

W135  Very excited about this proposed project. Great for Cairns and the locals that live in it. 

W136  Will be a great addition so long as environmental concerns are addressed 
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W137  Finally, this is exactly what Cairns needs. As a homeowner and investor in Cairns, I am excited about 
the potential rise in house values as a result of this project. As a mother of 2 young children I am 
really happy to see that we will finally have a waterpark on our side of town. The project will be 
fantastic in terms of providing employment opportunities. A winner on many levels. Just hope it 
goes ahead and doesn't end up like so many other proposed projects in Cairns (on the scrapheap!) 
The sooner the building starts the better! 

W138  I have been a resident of Yorkeys Knob for 16 years,and Cairns for 34 years  I think this what Cairns 
and the northern beaches need , it will bring alot of jobs for this community . And also a lot of 
enjoyment for everyone once it has been completed. 

W139  Fantastic, I'm so glad that someone wants to come to Cairns and give it some future. I support this 
project 100%. I have only two things that I really hope come out of this project. (1) Local trades and 
suppliers get a chance. (2) A road somehow could be connected from Holloways Beach to Yorkies 
Knob road. A road helping to divert some of the traffic off the HiWay, and also having another road 
for Aquis customers to have an alternate route to the airport should there be some clousure to the 
road eg. accident. 

W140  This will be the greatest development ever in Far North Qld and will be a hugh benifit to Cairns 

W141  Please go ahead with the project . It would be great for Cairns in many ways. 

W142  Just wanted to let you know that I fully support this development and believe it would be a great 
boon for Australia. 

W143  Very exciting, just what the region needs and I look forward to holidaying at Aquis myself in years 
to come and to holiday with my southern family and friends at the resort.  The design looks 
wonderful and suits the area.  I just hope that all local contractors are given work and not just 
southern companies.  I'd like to see it mandatory that local businesses be contracted in the 
construction phase. 

W144  : As a third generation Cairnsite I welcome this proposal as it will give my city the stability it needs. 
Please do not give up. The true locals will support you. 

W145  BRING IT ON!!!!!  Thank you Tony Fung a man with vision for Cairns future.  Cairns is a beautiful 
place and the design would complement the landscape and surroundings.  Forward thinkers  is 
what Cairns needs to make it grow & prosper. 

W146  Hi with all the traffic problems the project will create how about considering push bike bridges 
from Machans to Holloways and then Holloways to Yorkeys, 

W147  This looks fantastic and is exactly what will put Cairns back on the map. 

W148  An exciting development for the wonderful Cairns region. Could not be happier to see a proposal 
looking to re‐establish the area as one of the world's premier tourism destinations. I look forward 
to keeping abreast of developments and am very keen to resettle in the area and be part of this 
exciting venture. 

W149  My company Preston Rowe Paterson are 100% behind the project. 

W150  Having been born and bread and lived in Cairns all of my life and having seen the building industry 
in a minimalistic state as per the timber, fishing, sugar, steel and tourism.   From what we have 
seen so for thank you for breathing fresh air into our community, and I look forward to working 
with your project. 

W151  I believe this project is both vital for the region and for the tourism industry in general to this end I 
give this project my full support and wish it success. 

W152  Cairns needs this as the existing casino is too small. With Cairns having the international airport and 
the reef so near it is the perfect place. Bring it on and let me know how I register to work on the 
construction of the project. 

W153  Thank you Tony for your forsight into the future of Cairns and its regions. My family and for 
generations will benifit from your investment into our region. 

W154  I am a self employed scientist (botanist/entomologist) working in North Queensland and have a 
small business called Scientific Advisory Services (20 years trading). I believe that blood sucking 
insects pose a significant challenge in this area and having worked as a medical entomologist in 
Cairns and other tropical areas (both at a State and Local Government level), consider that I have 
services/skills that I could offer the resort development in this regard. Midges and mosquitoes will 
pose significant challenges to AQUIS and I consider the resort infrastructure in particular the 
manner that waterways are designed will play an important role in minimising any negative 
impacts. Resort plantings should also be designed and planted to minimise the negative impacts of 
these pests while encouraging useful and iconic species such as Ulysses and Cairns Birdwing 
butterflies, as well as other native wildlife.  I am also skilled in environmental science and have 
been engaged as the environmental officer supporting ISO14001 accredited Environmental 
Management Systems for a number of farming clients. So I believe that I have a broad suite of skills 
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that your developers might find beneficial.  Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss any 
of these matters further with me. I can send a resume if you wish with more details of my 
experience and services.  Good luck with the exciting project! 

W155  Hello Mr Fung, My name is xxxx and together with my partner and 2 children 5yrs & 15yrs live at 
Yorkeys Knob. I moved here in 1978 with my parents who also still live here and I have over 10 
other family members who live here too. I have been fortunate enough to buy my own house here 
and my children are now attending the same schools I did whilst growing up. I am writing to you on 
behalf of Yorkeys Knob State School Parents and Citizens Association who are excited but at the 
same time concerned about your Aquis development proposal. Our concern is that there are 
currently 220 children enrolled at our school which we expect to increase dramatically during and 
after the construction of Aquis. At present we are seeking funds to construct safer drop‐off points 
and parking on the school grounds, purchasing class resources as well as many other projects to 
improve the education and increase safety and awareness for our children. The local council and 
government have not committed any funding to these projects and our fundraising activities, like 
bookfairs and "sausage sizzles" only make a few hundred dollars each event. We truely believe that 
a donation on your behalf to our organisation/school will show the community that you are 
committed to the future of the people of Yorkeys Knob. Please Mr Fung if you could find it in the 
goodness of your heart to help us prepare our school now for the exciting future ahead, the 
parents and children of Yorkeys Knob State School will be forever grateful. I look forward to hearing 
from you. With warmest regards, Carly 

W156  My name is xxxxx, I have been working as an underwater photographer on the Cairns tourist boats 
for the last four years. The news of your project especially concerning the aquarium interest me 
and would like to find out more about it. I believe my experience may complement your guest 
memories of there stay and trip to the aquarium.  I look forward to the development of this 
amazing project. 

W157  Stop destroying our beautiful world heritage great barrier reef you scumbags 

W158  I would just like to make you aware I am a Yorkeys Knob resident and I am against the proposed 
development. There has been a lot of propaganda and positive publicity surrounding this 
development in the papers and the news recently. Many prominent Cairns identities are saying 
they haven't heard anyone register their opinion against the development. I am against anything 
that effects the local community whether that be due to flood waters, increased traffic, road 
closures whilst under construction etc. At this stage I do not support your development as it will 
effect me directly during construction and in the future. 

W159  What about more aircraft noise affecting the northern beaches??? 

W160  Firstly, I wish to commend the investors for the faith and confidence that they have in this part of 
the world. The sum to be invested is considerable.  However, whilst the integrated project plan is 
well thought off, the main concern is the casino and its accompanying social negative effects.  With 
this in mind, I believe that the "jewel" is actually the casino operations. Remove that and the faith 
and confidence will be removed too.  Many casino operators are vying for new outlets as evidenced 
by the aggressive biddings (Singapore and elsewhere). They are also prepared to invest huge sums 
to sugar coat this money printing licence, with fancy resort operations (aka integrated resort).  Mr. 
Fung, if you really have faith and confidence in this part of the world and want to see it really 
prosperous, please do it without the casino. 

W161  Unfortunately as much support as you are getting, I am against this project.  Cairns is simply not 
ready. On any given day the average occupancy of hotels and resorts is roughly 60% this will detract 
from businesses.  Everyone is excited about all of the work this will bring short term for building yet 
this is not sustainable long term work for all of the many thousands of people that will be building 
this project.   Is Cairns really ready for the clientele this resort will bring? No, Cairns is meant to be 
an eco tourism place that promotes environmentally sustainable practices to protect the reef and 
environment. This project deeply saddens me that this money is not being used to do more for the 
environment instead of profiting everybody short term and the investors long term. I have grown 
up on Yorkeys Knob and go to the beach every day with my dogs. The reason why that beach is 
perfect is because it is a local hot spot not a tourism destination. 

W162  With the project including a 45,000m2 convention and exhibition centre what will become of the 
existing Cairns Convention Centre? 
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W163  I approach this with a different background than most, having (in a previous life) led an 
Environmental Effects Statement for a major mining project in Victoria, and having previously been 
Asset Management Coordinator at Cairns Regional Council (with a detailed knowledge of local 
infrastructure). I am a resident of Yorkeys Knob.  I am in support of the development, although the 
architecture might not be to my taste.  However, I notice that Dunn Rd is to be diverted through 
the entertainment area of the resort. This will cause difficulties for the residents travelling to 
Smithfield, travelling North, or taking their rubbish to the Smithfield Transfer Station, including the 
weekly garbage trucks from Yorkeys Knob, who will be forced to travel through the entertainment 
area. This can easily be addressed by continuing with the current alignment of Dunn Rd and 
providing access to the entertainment precinct from Dunn Rd. With around 4,000 vehicles per day 
(my educated guestimate) using Dunn Rd, diverting through the entertainment precinct would be a 
nightmare.  I also notice that the new alignment of Yorkeys Knob Rd passes through the Petrol 
Station, but the new location for the Petrol Station is not shown on the development plans. How 
will this be addressed? Where will the Petrol Station be relocated to?  A long‐term vision for 
Council is to have a cycle/walking path connecting all of the beaches between Palm Cove and 
Machans Beach. This was shown in the Cairns Cycling and Walking Strategy with a connection to 
Holloways Beach via Morabito Rd. However, this is now where the proposed resort will be located. 
How will the resort development allow for this future connection? 

W164  I am currently studying a bachelor of sustainability at James Cook University. I have a few 
suggestions I would like to offer towards your proposed development.   ‐Solar Panels incorporated 
into the design of the large glass buildings.   ‐A model permaculture garden as part of your 
landscaping, where tourists can go to see organic food growth in action.   ‐Waste management 
system that incorporates an effective recycling regime, food waste can be used to create compost 
for permaculture production.   ‐Plastic bag free retailing.   ‐Water filtration system that negates the 
need for plastic bottles, where reusable stainless steel bottles can be purchased and refilled at 
designated bubblers.  I understand that perhaps some of them may not be congruent towards the 
typical image of a luxury resort, but it would be great to see a development putting its foot forward 
in sustainable innovation. I also think it would give your resort a point of difference, and help it 
really absorb and reflect the environmental ethos of the Cairns region, which is pushing itself as a 
leader in sustainability. 

W165  To the person who has paid money for the advertisement ‐ just letting you know that you have the 
word spelt Aurthorisation incorrectly spelt, when it should be spelt AUTHORISATION or 
AUTHORIZATION 

W166  Hello, I would like to hear more about the environmental and ergonomic considerations taking 
place within this prospective development.  What research has been done to account for the 
impact this will have on the Cairns infrastructure and the Great Barrier Reef.  It is my understanding 
that the reef is currently facing considerable threat from tourism, agriculture and overfishing. Is 
there an initiative in place to counter these threats?  I can understand the positive implications that 
this will have for the Cairns economy however, without the wonders that permit them this project 
would be meaningless. 

W167  This is an exciting project for Cairns especially if the community shares in the prosperity. There is 
currently high unemployment in Cairns, especially for youth and Indigenous Australians. Well 
designed and resourced pre‐employment programs that sufficiently train, support and mentor 
participants into employment are needed in the Cairns region. Hopefully the Aquis project will 
partner with organisations, such as Break Thru People Solutions, a local not‐for‐profit employment 
and training service, so that pre‐employment programs are linked with employment opportunities 
in the Great Barrier Reef resort. This can be a win‐win for the resort to satisfy workforce needs and 
raise the living standards and skills of job seekers who gain meaningful & sustainable employment. 

W168  This is an extremely significant proposal that will have many serious social, economic and 
environmental implications (both positive and negative).  As such it demands comprehensive 
environmental and social impact assessments and as part of these one would expect many 
opportunities for the public and all stakeholders to have input on these and have a say about what 
transpires.  I would like to know what stakeholder engagements will take place, when, and how I 
may become involved? 

W169  This is catalytic infrastructure of a scale unrivalled in the history of the greater Cairns region. While 
the economic impacts could be immediately appreciated, my concerns are sustainability issues 
pertaining to potential impacts to the coastal / riverine ecosystems of the area (e.g. from acid 
sulphate soils).  In addition, I wondered if the "artist's sketch" of the AQUIS project development 
published widely in media could be re‐stylised to better integrate the proposed development with 
the natural surrounding? For example, the "artificial blue" of the resort water, whilst appealing 
from a marketing sense, is disharmonious with adjacent water courses / riverine ecosystems. 
Addressing something as simple as this could greatly help to promote the theme of "working with 
nature" and improve the overall "look and feel" of AQUIS from the onset... 
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W170  Please ensure that there will be light rail public transport to the airport and city from the resort.  
Also the Cairns Western Arterial and / or the Captain Cook Highway need to be upgraded.  The 
CWAR is mostly a single lane road which becomes congested during peak hour.  The Captain Cook 
Highway floods during heavy rain and is cut off. Transport is a serious issue and needs to be looked 
at possibly by a consulting and engineering firm with more expertise than is available locally. 

W171  Public consultation on the draft terms of reference is open until the 9th of September. Will there be 
further public consultation though out the project? In particular when the full environmental 
impact assessment is released? 

W172  Own  2 investment property in Yorkeys Knob. Would totally support this significant project in the 
area. 

W173  I am very much in support of this proposal. Very exciting indeed. Thank you for considering Cairns. 

W174  What a wonderful opportunity for Cairns! 100% for it. 

W175  great job , keep it going 

W176  I live in Yorkies and fully support this project, Cairns needs this. 

W177  An incredible vision. The employment that this will bring to the Far north Queensland and Cairns 
will be a huge asset.  I am wanting to up skill on my job training this has given me amazing 
inspiration. To be a part of this vision would be an awesome experience. 

W178  This is what Cairns needs and deserves...About Time!!! 

W179  Cairns and the Far North will benefit from this development particularly if Cairns locals are 
contracted in its design and construction.  Beacon Consulting are a highly experienced multi 
disciplinary building and construction consultants (with its head office in Cairns), specialising in 
quantity surveying, cost management, building certification (approvals) and fire safety. 

W180  I BELIEVE THIS PROJECT WILL BENEFIT ALL IN FAR NORTH QLD.  FINGERS CROSSED THAT THIS 
PROJECT IS GIVEN THE GREEN LIGHT TO PROCEED. 

W181  I am the owner of three investment properties in Cairns.  I fully support this proposal and wish you 
every success. 

W182  I wish the development team all the very best with this project.  This development is a huge breath 
of fresh air for Cairns and FNQ.  I sincerely hope that the Federal and State Governments offer all 
the planning assistance you require.  I have travelled the world and been to Macau, Hong Kong, 
Singapore etc many times. Our climate and proximity to the Barrier Reef, not to forget the Daintree 
rain forest , will add value to an overseas visitor spending their holiday dollars at Aquis and Cairns. 

W183  I am 100% in agreement  for this project to go ahead as soon as possible,all the best with the 
approvals.  

W184  Bring it on I say....great fro TNQ...we all need it and it will bring thousands to our area! You have my 
vote! Cheers. 

W185  This is a great opportunity for Cairns future growth, tourism and economy.  This is the fix our local 
economy has needed to move forward in a world that is changing.  What used to support the Cairns 
local economy obviously doesn't work anymore, Cairns needs to keep up with the times and this 
Aquis project is what needs to be integrated into Cairns to help us grow and make this place one of 
the number once iconic holiday destinations in the world. 

W186  This is a positive step forward for Cairns. 

W187  Excellent project.  This will definitely bring the boost Cairns economy desperately needs. 

W188  Cairns is growing and this is the growth support Cairns needs to support the economy, create jobs 
and exposure as one of the number 1 holiday destinations in the world.  If Aquis goes ahead it will 
be a very exciting step forward Cairns.  This project is an opportunity Cairns cannot afford to miss. 

W189  I'm a Cairns raised now Hong Kong resident. Spectacular plan you've come up with here, I hope you 
can find a way to make something happen. Great to see Hong Kongers getting involved in a still 
relatively unknown yet beautiful part of the world down there. Let me know next time you're in HK, 
i'd be happy to by you a beer. 

W190  Fantastic Project!! I would love to see this built at Yorkeys Knob. I have 2 holiday apartments in 
Palm Cove and I do not feel threatend at all by your project. This will be great for tourism in FNQ 
and very good for the economy. There are not enough facilities catering to the top end/luxury 
holiday makers in Cairns. Your development will create jobs and that will be fantastic. I also think 
that you are very much onto a brilliant idea and this will attract many tourists to your resort/casino. 
The existing Casino is very, very dated! Good luck and I would love to see your project proceed 

W191  Mr Fung I wish you luck and all the success to your wonderful vision for your Aquis project and the  
Cairns district. 

W192  Fantastic ‐ Best ever project to come to Cairns. Set up our economy for generations. 



 
 

19 
 

W193  As a father of two young children and having lived here for more than 25 years and have seen so 
many wasted opportunities leave our region and I have seen so many great people give their heart 
and soul to make this region even better, if this goes ahead, you will provide my children a future 
that we have been hoping for.Thank you, good luck, you have my support and that of my family 
too. 

W194  As a resident of Palm Cove, I would like to applaud your vision for the future of Tourism, Cairns. 
Some Cairns residents can be slow to accept change, I am quite sure that any negative reactions 
will dissipate once your development if completed as residents accept the change and embrace the 
new Icon as part of the region. Have you considered a direct light rail service to and from the Aquis 
‐ Airport ‐ Cairns. Perhaps it is worth actively engaging the government for this in the future.  I look 
forward to seeing this progress, All the best. 

W195  Absolute support for an outstanding opportunity to reinvigorate Cairns ‐ lets get this to happen!!!! 

W196  What a great idea cairns needs this project to go ahead its a great place to live we need this resort.  

W197  Go for it ,everybody in cairns will benefit through increased job opportunities and increased air 
traffic to cairns..The best proposal I have seen in over 30 years of living in cairns. 

W198  I am in great support of the project. I feel it will be a great asset to the area, providing employment 
and business to the local community 

W199  I think this is a wonderful initiative and will be great for Cairns, Queensland and Australia.How 
could creating so many employment opportunites and increasing the number of tourists visiting 
our great city not be widely appreciated.It is a great development proposal! 

W200  I was born in Cairns, my family left because the economy was faultering. My brother and I, along 
with most other school kids, left because at the time there was no University in Cairns. Most of the 
time these kids/students never return creating a brain drain. Infrastructure like this needs to be 
approved and supported to keep the Cairns and North Queensland community and economy 
strong. Strong economies create strong communities, higher employment less crime more taxes! 

W201  Great Idea 

W202  I think the Aquis project is awsome.I am definatly 100% behind your project. 

W203  this will be the best thing to happen in the far north for thirty years. bring it on!! thanks tony :‐) 

W204  What's a exciting project. 100% fully support, this will create more jobs and opportunities to cairns 
economy. Make Cairns become more popular in the world. Will attract more people living in Cairns 
and do investments, expanding the city.I can't wait to see this project finish. 

W205  My family and I, as well as all out friends around Cairns fully support AQUIS  wonderful 
development. Very excited. 

W206  I was also wondering as my wife and I and the two kids would like to move up there and was 
wondering who and how could I be apart of the construction of this awesome project. if you could 
pass me the details I would love to forward my resume on thanks for your time and I hope to here 
from you soon. 

W207  As a local business owner and resident of the area, you have my total support on this project. 
Cairns has needed a visionary to drag it out of its doldrums and Mr Fung is the visionary and his 
team the people to make it happen. Thank you for giving life back to Cairns and especially Yorkeys 
Knob. We can't wait to visit your resort. 

W208  my husband and I own an apartment in yorkeys actually half moon bay resort. we are extremely 
excited that this wonderful resort project will be coming to yorkeys.  lets just hope the local 
residents do not get in the way as they did with the sea temple which unfortunately failed, much to 
our disappointment.  we as owners in yorkeys are totally behind this huge adventure, sounds 
wonderful.  thank you. 

W209  Please upload an artist's impression of what the resort will look like from ground level. i.e. from the 
highway, from the access road and from the ocean. I am interested to see how the shapes of the 
buildings will look from our usual ground aspect rather than from a plane. 

W210  Am keen to see this project proceed. My wife and I would like to know about employment 
opportunities for an experienced crew of two Technical Procedures and Work Safety Writers, 
Trainers and training resource developers, and Emergency Services Coordinators, Project Managers 
and document designers, developers and document controllers. We also design site Safety and 
Coordinator resources. We live in Yorkeys Knob and would like to know more about how to meet 
with the facility project coordinators. 

W211  I believe that this project has enormous potential to attract International students seeking 
experience in the tourism/hospitality and business sectors whilst studying in Cairns. 

W212  So far everything I have heard makes me think the project has alot of positive aspects for not only 
the local area, but due to the scale the state as well. Any major concerns raised so far seemed to 
have been pre‐empted by the developers already which I think indicates that the developers have 
put alot of thought into the project and how it relates to the particular site. The developer of the 
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project indicated that the project will not proceed without local support so I would like to state that 
I for one am in favour of it. 

W213  That what Cairns needs to come out of recession, Investment/construction/population growth 
which means Jobs/wealth. 

W214  Fantastic, well thought out project.  Let's get started! 

W215  Have been asked to join the business register but cannot find the link on your website? 

W216  Brilliant. 

W217  Can you show clearly where the creeks will flow?I am strongly supportive of this development. 

W218  In full support of the development 

W219  I hope this amazing project gets the go‐ahead. The benefits for our region, economically, 
infrastructure wise, and tourism wise will be beyond belief. Our record high unemployment and 
lagging tourism industry would both receive massive boosts. Some of the tradesmen that have left 
because of lack of work would return. The flow on effects into all other areas of the local economy, 
from take away food stores to banking and construction would be massive. 

W220  We have owned a small business in this area for 8 years. It has been a task in itself...The effects of 
the GFC have been duly noted through the course of Cairns' history and our business has no doubt 
struggled, but also stood the test of time...through perseverance and because we love what we do. 
We come from a gaming, hospitality and special events background (Brisbane Treasury Casino) and 
pray that you continue to go forward with this project and at this wonderful pace...Being part of 
the pre‐opening team of Treasury we are aware of the dedication required and the overall, long 
term positive impact on the community.  Thanks for coming indeed!! 

W221  To whom it may concern, I have heard about this much anticipated project. Firstly, I would like to 
say that this is exactly what Cairns needs. My concerns for the project is that it will not pass the 
local council and environmental approval. What are your plans, or thoughts about this? I have had 
many people talk to me about this  and because I am sincerely passionate about this project I have 
been advocating it to many people. I want to also know how I can further my support for this 
project? Is there a petition or a signature of support I can provide? Again I am very passionate 
about this project, and would love to be involved in any way or form. 

W222  this is the best thing to happen to Cairns in a long time.  apart from the much needed jobs locally, it 
will introduce China to our reef,rainforest and Australia . A resort of this magnitude would in fact 
attract visitors world wide . I wholeheartedly endorse this resort. our economy desperately needs 
this resort to restore confidence to this magnificent part of Australia . 

W223  Not only does Cairns require such an integrated resort, but Yorkeys Knob will benefit from this 
development. Things have been quiet in YK for the 13 years I have been living here and I look 
forward to growth and tourists here in addition to the employment of locals.Well done and I 
support any advancement for Yorkeys Knob ,Cairns and Far North Queensland 
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APPENDIX 2.2 FACE TO FACE ENGAGEMENT (PUBLIC) 
 

1.1 Shopfronts 
 

Shop Fronts – 13 ambassadors across two shopfronts 

 

1.2 Cairns Central Shopping Centre  
 

Opening date 12th August - October 31, 2013 

Monday 9am to 5:30pm 

Tuesday 9am to 5:30pm 

Wednesday 9am to 5:30pm 

Thursday 9am to 9pm 

Friday 9am to 5:30pm 

Saturday 9am to 5:30pm 

Sunday 10:30am to 4pm 

 

1.3 Yorkeys Knob Shopping Centre 
 

Opening date 2nd September - November 20, 2013 

Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm 

 

 

  



 
 

 

2.0 SHOPFRONT COMMUNITY FEEDBACK FORMS 
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1.0 MEDIA REPORTS 
 

1.1 Media Report Summary 
Date 
 

Source Title 

18.07.2013  Cairns Post – page 9  Casino’s bid must wait for Brisbane 
1.08.2013  Engineers Australia Magazine 

(National) – pages 21 & 24 
$4.2 billion casino resort proposed 
Aquis Great Barrier Reef Resort by the 
numbers 

2.08.2013  Cairns Post – front page  $4.2B jackpot 
Cairns Post – page 4  Game on at Yorkeys 
Cairns Regional Council – media 
release 

Council’s role in Aquis Resort proposal 

3.08.2013  The Cairns Weekend Post – front 
page 

Casino mega‐resort: For local 
homeowners it is a ………WINNING HAND 

6.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 4  Elder warns of impact of Casino, resort 
plan 

Travel Memo (New Zealand) – page 
3 

Aquis Resort Plan for Yorkeys Knob 

WIN Local News (Cairns) ‐ 6.39pm  The announcement of a mega resort and 
casino is still sinking in at Yorkeys Knob 

7.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 3  A super boost for property market tip 
Cairns Post – page 19  TXT Post – on Yorkeys Knob Plan 
Cairns Sun – page 3  Beachside resort gets green light 
Urban Developer Magazine 
(Australia – National) 

Queensland government fast tracks 
Chinese billionaire’s $4.2b Aquis resort 

8.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 11  Businesses stay positive 
Cairns Post – page 18  Today’s web poll – Do you think a resort 

and casino at Yorkeys Knob would be 
good for the region? 

9.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 23  TXT Post – On Yorkeys Knob Casino Plan 
10.08.2013  The Cairns Weekend Post – page 22  Issues – You’re the Voice 

The Cairns Weekend Post – page 22  Your Letters: 
Residents deserve to have answers 
Fight just beginning to save city’s soul 
Oddly different views on developments 

12.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 7  Resort terms go on show to public 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 7.30am  The Qld government has released the 

draft Terms of Reference for an 
environmental impact assessment. 

ABC Radio (Far North)  – 9.09am  Interview with Warren Entsch LNP 
member for Leichhardt Re: Aquis 

13.08.2013  WIN Local News (Cairns) – 6.34pm  Tony Fung billionaire business man has 
made his first trip to Cairns central to 
inspect…… 

14.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 28  Great things are coming 
Cairns Post – page 37  Fung’s vision for Cairns 
Gold Coast Sun – page 20  Projected benefit for state tourism 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 6.33am  The company proposing to build a $4.2b 



 
 

 

Date 
 

Source Title 

resort in FNQ has held its first meeting… 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 8.33am  Aquis Great Barrier Reef Resort have 

ramped up their campaign to secure 
community……… 

ABC Radio (Far North) – 9.35am  Staley plays an interview with Bruce 
Gibson, Palmer Australian Party candidate 
for …………………… 

15.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 3  Too much for Council 
Cairns Post – page 22  Our say – Yuan spend increasing 
Cairns Post – page 23  TXT Post – Can you tell me? Height of 

Yorkeys Knob 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 6.31am  The Cairns Regional Council will hire 

independent consultants to help assess 
the Aquis……. 

16.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 7  Chinese billionaire calls for support 
Australian Financial Review – page 3  Casino hopeful looks for mate 
Australian Financial Review – page 
37 

Casino pile on the money 

The Australian – page 2  Billionaire takes a punt on Asian gamblers 
7 Local News (Cairns)  Tony Fung – Aquis Developer 
WIN Local News (Cairns)  Chinese Entrepreneur 
4CA Radio (Cairns)  John McKenzie interview with Tony and 

Justin Fung 
17.08.2013  The Cairns Weekend Post – page 7  Mega plan will have benefit for everyone 

Townsville Bulletin – page 40  NIMBYs need to wake up to opportunity 
19.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 13  Your Say – Aquis Resort to bring benefits 

to region 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 7.11am  Interview with Trish Cowin, Treasurer of 

Yorkeys Knob Business Association Re: 
Aquis 

WIN Local News (Cairns) – 6.35pm  Yorkeys Knob business leaders are 
meeting with the developers of the 
proposed multi…………… 

20.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 6  Aquis out to ease public’s concerns 
Cairns Post – page 11  TXT post Re: Aquis Development 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 7.11am  Interview with Trish Cowin, Treasurer 

Yorkeys Knob Business Association post 
meeting with Mr Tony Fung 

ABC Radio (Far North)  – 8.31am  The developers behind a proposed $4.2b 
mega resort….. 

21.08.2013  Cairns Post – Front page  Overpass four lane road proposed for 
Yorkeys HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

Cairns Post – page 4  China strategy pays dividends for Reef 
23.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 4  Fishing for input on mega‐resort impact 
24.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 16  Ideas to make this great city better 
27.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 7  Council’s demands of Aquis Resort 

balloon.  Local boy Karl calls for deal on 
council rates. 

Cairns Post – page 10  Our Say – Aquis needs to aim high 
28.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 20  Blimps and other lofty suggestions 



 
 

 

Date 
 

Source Title 

Cairns Post – page 20  Today’s web poll – Will blimps indicating 
the height of the Aquis development help 
your perspective? 

Cairns Post – page 24  Aquis resort will be game changer 
29.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 23   Your Say – Casino will chip away at our 

quality of life 
The Australian (Australia) – page 22  Newman attacks Echo’s casino spin 
ABC Radio (Far North) – 7.11am  Interview with Jessie Richardson Cairns 

Regional Council Re: Aquis Resort 
4CA Radio (Cairns) – 11.30am  Interview with Terry James Deputy Mayor 

Cairns Regional Council Re: Aquis balloon 
30.08.2013  Cairns Post – page 14  Blimps to size up towers 

Courier Mail (Brisbane) – page 4   Offshore buyers focusing on coast 
Courier Mail (Brisbane) – page 6  Cash splash floats paradise 

31.08.2013  The Cairns Weekend Post – page 18  You’re the Voice – Lisa is a fabulous 
festival 

The Cairns Weekend Post – page 52  Hot Topic Online – Your thoughts on the 
planned Aquis development 

The Cairns Weekend Post – page 53  Your letters – Aquis must include deep 
water access 

1.09.2013  Progressive Building (New Zealand) – 
page 16 

Mega‐resort 

2.09.2013  Cairns Post – page 5  Drive to involve locals in Aquis 
Cairns Post – page 13  Your Say – Resort right idea in the wrong 

place 
3.09.2013  ABC Radio (Far North) – 7.33am  Interview with Justin Fung 
5.09.2013  Cairns Post – page 22  Tourism in ideal spot 
6.09.2013  Cairns Post – page 12  Too early to assess flood risk for casino 

4CA Radio (Cairns) – 10.51am  John McKenzie interview with Peter 
Collyns, Queensland Manager Qantas 
about Cairns Amateurs and Aquis 
development. 

7.09.2013  The Cairns Weekend Post – page 32  Our Say – All power to Talaroo revival 
The Cairns Weekend Post – page 33  Your Letters – Aquis warrants new airport 

or runway 
9.09.2013  ABC Radio (Far North) – 7.15am  Kier Shorey interview with Warren 

Entsch, federal member for Leichhardt 
10.09.2013  Cairns Post – page 18  Your Views – Year 11 students from 

Trinity Bay State High School were asked 
the question: Do you think the Aquis 
Great Barrier Reef Resort will help Cairns’ 
economy? 

11.09.2013  Cairns Post – Front page  Mega‐Resort boss wants businesses to 
share in spoils 

Cairns Post – page 1  Resort offers firms a fair go 
Cairns Sun – page 3  Entsch eyes ministry 

 

  



 
 

 

1.2 Examples of media reports



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

2.0 FEEDBACK THROUGH THE MEDIA 
 

2.1 Zinc FM Feedback Page Questions 

• What process is the Project going through – local or state? 

• How will the public know that the process is robust and the community will be 

considered in the process? 

• Are the plans in the paper for real? 

• How many stages of construction will there be? 

• All the money will go overseas, what’s in it for the locals? 

• Where will the construction workforce live? 

• Who will work there – overseas workers on 457 visas or locals? 

• What sort of jobs will there be for locals? 

• Is there a ‘local buy’ principle for local companies? 

• How will it affect my rent? How will I pay the rent if they go up because of this 

project? 

• Where will the operational staff live? 

• Are the villas permanent residential? 

• Is it open to the public or only to overseas visitors? 

• What is the overall height of the buildings? 

• Will the water really be blue? 

• It looks like Dubai. What is the design philosophy behind the images? 

• Medical services in Cairns are already stretched. More people will make it worse. 

What’s proposed to address this? 

• How will indigenous people benefit from the development? 

• How many jobs will there be in the resort, the golf course, the water park? 

• More people means more schools, community facilities, public transport and 

services will be needed. What’s being done about them? 

• How do I have my say about the project? 

• This isn’t Dubai. How does this fit with the tropical north? 
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DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS   PROJECT MANAGERS   ENGINEERS   PLANNERS

Community Reference Group
Aquis at the Great Barrier Reef

Record of meeting 13th August 2013

Held at Flanagan Offices 1st Floor 138-142 Spence St, Cairns

Present at meeting
(for some or all of the day)
Steve Bailey Barron River Catchment Coordinating Committee
Ian Northcott Birds Australia (BirdLife Northern Queensland)
Anna McGuire Cairns and Far North Environment Centre (CAFNEC)
Paul Aubin Care Fish
Paul Lamont Cairns Airport
Ron Bannah Master Builders
Wendy Dowsett Yorkeys Knob Residents Association
Jessie Richardson Cairns Regional Council
Rard Changizi Harcourts Real Estate
Niki Johnston Holloways Market
Deb McKenzie Flanagan Consulting Group
David Rivett Flanagan Consulting Group
Pat Flanagan Flanagan Consulting Group
Allison Anderson Flanagan Consulting Group

Record of meeting
9am Meeting commenced

Introduction to the day
Project briefings:

Project and process
Environment
Social
Economic
Infrastructure

11am Morning tea & ongoing Q&A
1.30pm Lunch
1.30pm Breakout sessions

Environment
Business
Community

2pm Afternoon tea
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2.10pm Feedback & discussion from breakout groups

AM, IN, Identified issues - Environment:
PA, SB

Water quality issues
 How will water quality be maintained in the lake?

o Like to be kept informed on how this will be done
 Who will monitor water quality? How?

o Will work best if water exchange between lake & creek is high.
Best if tidal, minimise pumping & mechanised aeration

o Pipe should be wider, provide fish passage
o Don’t want fish die off or weeds

 GBRMPA Needs to be involved
 Saltwater intrusion into freshwater aquifer - concerns
 Impacts on GBR

o Runoff from golf course – fungicides & herbicides used in golf
course can result in damage to the Reef.

o Acid Sulfate Soils – potential to damage Reef
o Damage to GBR through decreased water quality
o Changes to water flow in the natural creek outflow & potential for

contamination.
 Safeguarding & engineering around fuel storage for diesel generators.

Habitat
 Potential for the lake to be good habitat if done well
 Concerned about infesationof marine weeds. How will this be managed?
 Will mangroves be left/planted on the edges of the lake? It will only be

good habitat if edges are vegetated, also provide a good buffer.
 Yorkeys Creek – what will the buffers be?
 Where will they do offsets? How?

Coastal processes
 Barron River mouth is dynamic and could shift in a major flood event

Education
 Provide opportunities for visitors to learn about local environmental guided

tours.

Energy use
 Buildings should be green star rated and aim to drive innovation in energy

efficient design. Good opportunity to improve tropical sustainable design.

Fish
 Concerns about sourcing fish for the visitors. Do not want the increased

demand to drive increased inshore net fishing.
 Increased demand for live trout – would like to see a management plan for

seafood and purchase only of MSC certified fish.
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NJ, RC, Identified issues – Social & Community:
WD

Rates
Concerns about impacts of increased costs of living on disadvantaged, esp.
elderly.
How bad will it be, when it’s done?

Changes to the population
Waterfront will change, eg. What was going to be a ‘six pack development’ will
now be a ‘twelve pack development’.
The population will change in quantity and character.

Policing
Need more police

Engagement of Yorkeys Community
Empty shops in Yorkeys – one could be a shopfront for the community
Would like a meeting for locals in the local community centre
Locals should be brought in now, rather than leave it till later.

DM Will get back with answers on this at the next meeting.

Traffic disruption
How bad will it be?
Road building

Signage at the entrance
Needs to be good looking, not too gaudy

Future of Yorkeys Knob community
What happens after?
Long term view – boom/bust, when all the people who are building it leave, how
will the community be then?

PL, RB Identified issues – Business:

Aircraft noise/impacts
Government has to ensure that the airport is not impacted
Must ameliorate noise impacts through construction techniques
Also need to safeguard against curfew changes
Approach paths need to be designed around – height limits
Bird attraction – 13km buffer around airport for the attraction of birds. A major
increase in water body will also increase bird attraction. Mitigation measures are
required.
Flying Fox colony at Yorkeys – near existing golf course. A disturbance in this
may result in issues for the airport.
Sources of light – shining into pilot’s eyes, or arrayed to look like a runway.
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Interference with navigational aids – there is a marker in Yorkeys Knob, and other
key equipment in Holloways and Machans – be aware of reflection of waves.
Construction
Availability of construction materials not seen as an issue
Availability of construction workforce not seen as an issue

Strategic planning
Airport capacity not seen as an issue
Potential land shortage on south side of city – north will be fully used up. Where to
put people? Bring forward horizon planning.
Ground transport requirements will be critical
Consider cycleways as part of road upgrade
Skills training requirements: Building & Construction Industry Training Fund
receives a levy on projects over $80k. This could be used for construction
upskilling.

3.30pm Summary & organising next meetings:
Thursday 22nd August 1-3pm at Flanagan Offices
Thursday 29th August 9-11am at Flanagan Offices

3.40pm Close
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Community Reference Group
Aquis at the Great Barrier Reef

Record of meeting No. 2 - 22nd August 2013, 1-3pm

Held at Flanagan Offices 1st Floor 138-142 Spence St, Cairns

Present at meeting

Steve Bailey Barron River Catchment Coordinating Committee
Ian Northcott Birds Australia (BirdLife Northern Queensland)
Anna McGuire Cairns and Far North Environment Centre (CAFNEC)
Paul Aubin Care Fish
Paul Lamont Cairns Airport
Ron Bannah Master Builders
Wendy Dowsett Yorkeys Knob Residents Association
Jessie Richardson Cairns Regional Council
Rard Changizi Harcourts Real Estate
Niki Johnston Holloways Market
Pam Bieglow Yorkeys Knob Residents Association
Deb McKenzie Flanagan Consulting Group

Record of meeting

1. Update/feedback from each CRG member

2. Environment presentation – update of veg maps

3. Update from CRG facilitator – Deb McKenzie

4. Discussion of community feedback

5. Identification of ongoing matters of interest
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Feedback, comments and issues  - CRG Members

 CAFNEC currently reviewing and providing comment on Draft Terms of Reference (by Sept 9)

 Website does not contain sufficient detail on project for purpose – request copy of CRG

presentation

 Bird Life – Project is not detailed enough at present to respond fully. Not convinced that

remanent vegetation will not be lost

 Pressure on local housing

 Water supply – not yet convinced that regional water supply is sufficient to cope with additional

load from this development and not compromise the rest of Cairns

 Received questions from residents about costs of insurance for residential properties due to

increase risk of flooding – in the 4878 postcode

 Increased cost of living – rate rises likely to force people out of their homes

 Water management – how will this operate and is it sustainable?

 Second runway – is this the catalyst for the second runway – which is opposed

 Business Association meeting during the week – 100% support for Project

 Shop display and manned at YK – within 2 weeks

 Yorkeys will changes due to progress

 Construction – coordination of large workforce, materials and supplies. Is this realistic?

 Request for more environmental information – water quality, depth and function of lake, loss of

agricultural land (is this a precedence), why have an aquarium, who will do the monitoring?

 Infrastructure – long term plans and local jobs

 Yorkeys Knob – out of scale, height – higher than Yorkeys Knob and it shouldn’t be.

 Cairns Central shop:

 staff cant answers questions well enough
 giving out false information and its misleading
 its all positive. No balance.
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 TCI in IAS identified negative impacts, these are being swept aside

 rate of change is too quick
 impact on old people
 parking – not enough and none shown and nobody can explain
 water park – too close to residences

 Water use – health of waterways from discharge and sewage treatment?

 Is soil proposed to be taken off-site – staff at the shop says it is – where? Potential for ASS

and environment damage. Should be part of application if that’s the case.

Next meeting:

Thursday: 29th August, 9 – 11am, Flanagan Consulting Group
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Community Reference Group
Aquis at the Great Barrier Reef

Record of meeting No. 3 – 29th August 2013, 9 – 11am

Held at Flanagan Offices 1st Floor 138-142 Spence St, Cairns

Present at meeting

Steve Bailey Barron River Catchment Coordinating Committee
Ian Northcott Birds Australia (BirdLife Northern Queensland)
Paul Aubin Care Fish
Paul Lamont Cairns Airport
Wendy Dowsett Yorkeys Knob Residents Association
Jessie Richardson Cairns Regional Council
Rard Changizi Harcourts Real Estate
Niki Johnston Holloways Market
Pam
Mark

Bieglow
Matthews

Yorkeys Knob Residents Association
Advance Cairns

Record of meeting

MEMBER ISSUE

PL CAPL’s Airport Environment Consultative Committee met yesterday. Aquis mentioned a lot
but focus of Committee is to advise on aviation issues. General community issues need
another forum. PL noted that one member complained that there was not enough CRG
feedback.

Airport constraints to Aquis spelt out in CairnsPlan and prescribed by state legislation.
These should be considered mandatory (provision for construction transgression of
airspace may be able to be negotiated).

Aquis will not trigger need for parallel runway. Estimated annual aircraft movements
attributable to Aquis are 3000, current movements are 100,000, capacity of runway is
190,000 (40% regular flights 60%, general aviation, military, helicopters etc.). If there is a
capacity shortfall it is in land-based operations (e.g. terminal, baggage handling).

Congestion at peak times (e.g. 5 – 7 am) is not an issue as CAPL allocates “slots” and
planes must comply. Any demand will be spread out due to this aspect of CAPL’s
management. There are actually three peaks (early morning, noon, early evening). In
short, there is plenty of capacity and this is not an issue for Aquis. As for the Japanese
peak, industry is able to adapt to peaks and changing conditions.
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MEMBER ISSUE

There is no plan to shift the flight path to accommodate Aquis.

PA Explained that Cairns Post article was not an interview (based on newsletter that was
widely circulated).

Updated group on general level of support (“mood” is 70- 80% in favour). DR noted that
EIS team is not seeking community support – it has a technical job to do). Note that
CAREFISH is not member-based.

Noted that there will be congestion at Aquis check-in due to rush or early arrivals. PL
noted that arrivals could be from many destinations on many times zones – not an issue.

RC Was not able to attend residents’ meeting last week. Biggest issue raised in general
conversations is “I don’t like change” (especially from older residents).

A few golfers expressed concern but most said “just another course to play at” DM noted
that she will be meeting with the YK golf club manager to discuss Aquis.

Six developers have asked him “Where do I build workers’ accommodation?”. Discussion
took place on shortage of zoned land for medium density.

SB Not a lot of feedback. A fellow Terrain planner was working on the Mount Peter MPA and
was looking at consequential impact of residential development (could be an Aquis
issue?). DR advised that Environment North had done a strategic assessment of this under
the EPBC Act (for DSDIP – not proceeded with when CRC took over planning).

NJ Holloways Beach residents are nervous about height of building and effect on planes. PL
reiterated that Airport rules are fixed.

Excitement about golf course (most golfers like to play at various courses, local club
atmosphere important). Asked “is golf course to be a membership course or just pay to
play?”

IN No contact since last meeting and nothing from Birdlife NQ so far.

People don’t comprehend size. DM noted that maybe a blimp is appropriate after EIS, not
now as things are in flux. PL noted that the ToR consultation is not the end – people
apparently confused about process.

General discussion on blimp. It may be impractical as people would have no frame of
reference, also, it would blow about in the wind.

There are misconceptions about what infrastructure Aquis is to pay for. DR noted that it
will pay headworks for water, sewerage etc. (approximately $60 m or 15 times current
CRC headworks revenue) and would upgrade Yorkeys Knob Road.
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MEMBER ISSUE

MM Queried where water would come from. MM explained that CRC has had a plan for
Nullinga Dam for the last 30 years. DR advised that long term water plans include Barron
River and Mulgrave River aquifer. Up to CRC and Queensland Government to provide
infrastructure (with contributions from headworks charges).

Steps have been taken for workforce planning (collaborate federal, state, and local).

Study Cairns (Homestay Provider for students) – fear that workforce demand for home-
stay type accommodation will compete with current student program.

Need for Aquis to link in with current local energy initiatives.

Convention Centre. Details provided about nature of forward bookings. Presumably the
Queensland Government as owner of the current Centre would be aware of commercial
competition issues?

Stadium. Does it need to be on the Aquis site? Maybe relocate to the CBD “where it
belongs”. DR suggested that MM suggest this to Aquis.DM described many actions of the
transport study and how the stadium traffic was being addressed.

WD Stadium. Noted that centre of population is south of CBD – so maybe it would be better to
locate the Stadium more centrally?

Height of buildings. Concern that 4 storey rules has applied for a long time – would Aquis
set a precedent? Discussion on shading by large buildings at the Gold Coast. Agreed that
setting height limitations was a CRC responsibility and that to could react to the Aquis
development as it wishes.

Community very split. Those against Aquis are depressed, anxious, haven’t got a voice,
powerless. Those  for (business community) are too strong. DM reiterated that there is
further opportunity for community feedback and input once the EIS is placed on public
notification. The 9 September deadline is for comment on Draft ToR only. DM explained
what the ToR is and how it relates to the preparation of the EIS.

PL Draft ANEF guidelines should be referred to in airport issues study.

WD How will EIS be available? Will there be hard copies at libraries etc.?DM outlined CoG
guideline available and DR suggested that WD ask CoG as part of ToR feedback.

Will “architecturals” be part of EIS? DM advised that no, that level of detail – internal
layouts, elevations and site by site detail is required with a DA. EIS is about land use
approval and will include “blob plan” (plan of development) and Code.

Next meeting:

Thursday: 12th September 2013, 1.30pm – 4pm, Flanagan Consulting Group
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Tourism Focus Group
Aquis at the Great Barrier Reef

Record of meeting 23th August 2013

Held at Flanagan Offices 1st Floor 138-142 Spence St, Cairns

Present at meeting

Todd Parker, Paker Travel Collection
Paul Fagg, DSDIP (Manager Investment)
Max Shepherd, Skyrail/Alliance for Sustainable Tourism
Sharyn Brydon, TTNQ
Rosie Douglas, TTNQ
Mike Colleton, Ports North (Commercial)
Robin Giason, TTNQ

Record of meeting

Introduction to the day

Project briefing:  Deb McKenzie (Aquis EIS Community Lead):

Project and process

Environment

Social

Economic

Infrastructure

Morning tea

Q&A
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Comments and Issues

Transport

 Tourists – drop-off ad pick up at operators around Cairns, not just airport to resort – morning

and afternoon simultaneously

 Airport – capacity to process/check-in large numbers (business/tourism/sports arrivals

simultaneously)

 Transit system of transport should be considered

 What are the options of sporting transport when facility is out of town – 25,000 seats, only

two roads out.

 Cruise liner traffic – set down and pick at terminal

 How tourist/local traffic get around – high proportion of self-drive – car parking on site

 Numbers in one vehicle (current) –v- shuttle buses

 YK marina – white  boats/super boats – what is the intended capacity

 Ongoing connection to the city – how will this be assured?

 Alternatives to cars need to be reliable and rapid. Current car use extremely high

 Aquis is a “Cluster development itself” – needs different transport solution to just cars and

roads

Regional Impacts of development

 Port Douglas regional impacts – what is the ‘suck’ out of PD due to this development (KPMG

report?)

 Change of profile is positive and negative for this region – GBR, but what about Cairns?

 What are the choke points in capacity for this region on a tourist basis? Eg how many visitors

can one operator take before its at capacity and looses its appeal all together.

 Airport agreements with services providers – hard to compete eg rentals

 Opportunity to grow new enterprise

 License/permit capacities of the reef
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KPMG Report

 KPMG methodology behind the numbers? What are the assumptions?

 Mono – number of nights (currently 2), seasonal family numbers, diversity of market

 Range of gearing up across community

 Move stadium to town – it’s a local focus

 650 tour options/day – current

 YK – not open late – move to 24hrs/day

 Careful how to market across ‘race’/markets outside of Cairns

 Image of Cairns outside

 Need to understand Gross Regional Product

Supply side economics

 Staffing – ‘suck’ out of existing facilities eg hotels, construction, tourism operators

 Materials – how can region deliver?

 Ongoing supply of goods and services for operations – significant

Marketing/Branding

 Encourage engagement between Tourist Industry and proponent on marketing/branding

 Keep the linkage between Cairns and GBR

Futher…..

 Seasonal living eg moving snowbirds – is this a trend in China – semi-permanent residential

in villas

 Heliports - flightpath

 Engagement/planning with operators prior to opening – to respond to peak times of opening

and visitations for various tours and types of attractions
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Business Focus Group
Aquis at the Great Barrier Reef

Record of meeting 22nd August 2013

Held at Flanagan Offices 1st Floor 138-142 Spence St, Cairns

Present at meeting

Sandy Whyte, Q.I.T.E
Stuart Vella, Yorkeys Knob Boat Club
Jess Rea, Cairns Chamber of Commerce
Berni Burgstaller, Cairns Airport
Paul Lamont, Cairns Airport
Adam Gowlett, UDIA Cairns

Record of meeting

Introduction to the day

Project briefing:  Deb McKenzie (Aquis EIS Community Lead):

Project and process

Environment

Social

Economic

Infrastructure

Morning tea

Q&A
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Comments and Issues

Airport

 Airport capacity – underutilised currently

 Confirmed that this development is not a catalyst for a new runway

 What are cumulative impacts on airport? – increase population overall, not just Chinese

market, conventions, sporting events, domestic market.

 What about GA – will it be required to move and when – impacts on Mareeba and others?

Yorkeys Knob Marina

 YK marina: 197 berths, 30–35m vessels currently. Scope for expansion in medium-long term.

 Discussions about how to accommodate Aquis visitors when only 5mins from resort

Transport

 Transport – high volumes in a short period of time

 There will be major peaks in traffic for construction/operational staff

 Travel by car is Cairns preferred mode and pattern – significant car parking needed

Construction/workers

 Prior to construction: - hiring of construction teams – large and small scale tenders + lower

tier contracts for local contractors - capacity skills of locals to respond to contracts (local

construction site hasn’t been experienced  in Cairns and local not geared to respond –

mostly small operators or sole proprietors

Housing

 Lifestyle change for whole family – not just single men’s quarters during construction –

influences housing and accommodation needs in the short term – not just units, dongas etc.

 Housing and accommodation – innovation = building reuse eg warehouse converted

temporarily to accommodation then revert back to warehouse upon operation.
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Economy

 Risk – what if it doesn’t go ahead? Business expectation already

 How can we develop resilience in the local economy?

 How can we make it a win/win for local economy?

Training

 Training and assistance with contracts with construction companies

 Training – continues on-site for length of apprenticeship

 Connection to job seeker market needed

 Indigenous jobs and training – opportunities within large development at various skills and

interest levels

 Social enterprise opportunities

Business Community

 Business community needs to gear up to respond to growth quicker

 Local level coordination to deliver the project – can we deliver the project to Tony Fung?

How?? What is the strategy to deliver?

 Business Leaders of Cairns Business community need to develop a framework/ pathway to

coordinate response to growth in the shorter term

Council

 CRC – capacity to assess development approvals – number of and ability of staff

 CRC – innovation in planning to allow temporary uses and plan ahead

Further….

 Stadium, theatres and waterparks are positives for the area – not often raised.

 Ongoing updating encouraged

 Request that the proponent continue engagement with business and industry so that leaders

can respond to the Project’s needs. They need to be informed in order to get organised and

know what the construction and operational approach is going to be.
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Emergency Services Focus Group
Aquis at the Great Barrier Reef

Record of meeting 2 September 2013

Held at Flanagan Offices 1st Floor 138-142 Spence St, Cairns

Present at meeting

Organisation Attendees

Cairns Regional Council Ian Fell

Qld Fire and Rescue Service Stephen Tognolini

Neil Fanning

Qld Police Service Owen Kennedy

Paul Taylor

Rhys Newton

SES and EMQ Cheryl-Lee Fitzgerald

Cairns and Hinterland Local Ambulance Service Network Rod Sheather

Environment North David Rivett (EIS Environment Team Leader)

Alison Burgoyne (Environment North Consultant)

Flanagan Consulting Group: Deb McKenzie (EIS Community  Team Leader)

Record of meeting
Agenda item Key points Action

1. Introduction  Background to project, size and
general design provided.

 General overview of the hazards
considered provided including
design features and mitigation
strategies.

 Nature of approvals being sought
(i.e. land use, with conditions to
stated by agencies).

2. Interaction with
existing
emergency
management

 Ian Fell advises that Council is in
the process of installing real time
monitoring of Thomatis Ck and it
may be possible for Aquis to reach
a licence agreement to access the
data for disaster management.

 Environment North to ask council
for information on location and
uses for monitoring stations on
Thomatis Ck and elsewhere.

 Environment North to contact
Owen Kennedy to obtain a copy of
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Agenda item Key points Action

 Ian also suggested that Aquis
doesn’t go it alone regarding
disaster management and may
benefit from having a seat on the
Local Disaster Management
Group operated by Council.

 General consensus is that it is
preferable for Aquis to take care of
its own visitors as it will be better
equipped to handle different
cultural backgrounds.

 The function of the resort in
relation to the rest of the
community would have to be
decided in consultation with the
Local Disaster Management
Group coordinated by Council.

 The Risk-GIS is used to determine
which roads and major buildings
flood first so that evacuations can
be timed and coordinated. Bill
O’Connor from BOM has had
major involvement in the
development of it.

 There is a Queensland Disaster
Management Arrangements that
documents evacuation
strategies/procedures, resupply
etc.

the RISK-GIS and the Qld disaster
management arrangements.

 Aquis to ask Council for a chair on
the Local Disaster Management
Group (post-approval).

 Bill O’Connor from BOM should be
consulted on any technical issue
as he has a wealth of local
knowledge.

3. Emergency
management at
the resort

 The response triggers for the
escalation of emergencies need to
be defined in a management plan.

 The function of the resort as a
general refuge for Yorkeys Knob
residents as well as resort visitors
should be carefully considered
and may require substantially
more planning and particularly
security may be an issue.

 If a “shelter in place” approach is
adopted then the structures must
be able to withstand the
emergency and supplies are
maintained so the resort can

 Ensure the EIS documents the
level of hazard the structures will
be built to withstand.

 The design must incorporate
emergency management
principles (safety in design).

 Environment North to check
Keelty Review (due 1 October).
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Agenda item Key points Action
operate self-sufficiently for 3 days.
Vertical evacuation is a suitable
response providing the structure
can withstand the forces of the
event.

 Storm surge is considered to be
the most severe “plannable”
hazard – whether or not “shelter in
place” for storm surge is
acceptable is yet to be
determined.

 Flooding and wind likely to be of
less concern. Dam-burst of little
consequence so close to the
ocean.

 Consideration should be given to
the management of an incident
(e.g. bomb threat) at a large scale
event (conference, concert, etc.).

 It is expected that the resort will
have its own emergency
management plan that will
address: practising responses,
notification/comms style and
management within the resort and
outside the resort, triggers for
action, management of staff
(acknowledging they will want to
attend their own premises).

 DES can assist with training and
exercising.

4. Design related
issues

 Communications are the key issue
regarding emergency
management. The design of a
large building can actually inhibit
radio communication. It is
preferable that antennae are
included in the design rather than
retrofitted later.

 Ensure internal roads and
walkways are at least the same
height as the access road into the
resort (so that visitors can muster
to the designated location).

 Environment North to
communicate issues to design
team.



DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS   PROJECT MANAGERS   ENGINEERS   PLANNERS

Agenda item Key points Action

5. Issues to be
covered by EIS

 The EIS should address disease
outbreak as a disaster and how
that will be managed.

 It was noted that the construction
period in particular poses the most
threat during a disaster (can be
difficult to locate and evacuate
people).

 Include disease outbreak in
hazard management working
paper.

6. Post meeting
comments

Emergency management plan
needs to acknowledge that:

 it is DES policy that when winds
exceed 100 km/hr emergency
personnel cannot respond to calls
for help, and

 Fire trucks cannot ford water more
than 30 cm deep.

 Environment North to
communicate issues to design
team.
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AQUIS GREAT BARRIER REEF RESORT

SOCIAL IMPACT ISSUES

YORKEY’S KNOB

BACKGROUND
Yorkey’s Knob is in the heartland of Yirrganydji Country and is part of the ancestral lands of the
Yirrganydji People. Our ancestral lands extend from Cairns, Trinity Inlet through to, and including
Port Douglas. We inhabited the coastal strip along the beaches, shallows and reef, estuaries and
mangroves traversing the coast by canoe. We are not a sub-group of Djabugay even though the
Yirrganydji language has been described as a dialect of Djabugay. We are a tribe within our own right
and we are the Aboriginal tribe of the Lower Barron River.

Yorkey’s Knob is in the pathway of the Rainbow Serpent. The Yirrganydji believe the sacred Rainbow
Serpent created the landscape and sea during the Dreamtime. First, it carved the mountains and
formed its creeks and lagoons, then the curvature of Trinity Bay and finally Double Island and its
reefs. After the work was done the Rainbow Serpent was exhausted and rested on Double Island
where descendants of the Yirrganydji believe it still sleeps today. As a sacred site, Double Island was,
and is a place of great significance. The Rainbow Serpent’s tail rises up in the shape of Double Island
and it is from this mythological creature all the birds and animals, and the fish in the sea got their
colours.

For the Yirrganydji People, Yorkey’s Knob is a place of special significance also because it is a place of
residence and a meeting and gathering place for families. We teach our children how to hunt and
gather  from  an  early  age  and  we  use  the  sea  and  landscape  to  educate  our  children  on
environmental and marine life and sustainability. We believe that beach sand is used to strengthen
young developing bones and that saltwater can cure many types of skin and medical conditions.

ENVIRONMENTAL
Land based diet originated from flora and fauna that grew on the beaches and slopes of the coastal
ranges. Bush foods used included:
Consumables

Chookulberry – a small beaded fruit that grows between the rocks
Puyinara – beach fruit
Wild apricot
Beach almond (nut tree)
Burdekin plums
Wild ginger – the fruit is edible and the leaf is used to wrap fish before cooking
Dugal dugal tree – its leaf is used also for cooking fish
Cluster fig – grows on the trunk of the tree
Sandpaper fig – the fruit is edible and the leaf is used for sharpening spears
Yam
Inner-bark – the yellow flower is edible and the bark made into string
Saltwater – drink when you’re sea-sick



2

Compiled by Michelle Singleton Yirrganydji Gurabana Aboriginal Corporation 23/10/2013

Fresh water  was drawn from shallow wells  in  the sand’s  ridges  and red cedar  was used to
make our impressive outrigger canoes.

MEDICINE
Humbugging tree – the parrots and cassowaries eat the flower
Oak tree – the bark is boiled and used for medicine
Beach lettuce – warmed up it is used to cover cuts and abrasions
Native wild hibiscus – the bark was used to make firesticks, spears straight and tie sticks
together
Soapy-soapy leaf taken from the sandpaper fig. The bark and leaf is boiled together, you
soak in it and then allow it dry normally on the skin. This was used to treat sores, abrasions,
sunspots and anywhere the skin has been cracked and broken. The bark was also placed in a
dillybag which would be dropped into a fish pond. The poison that seeps from the bag puts a
film on top of the water that cuts off the oxygen to the water. This forces the fish to surface
to breathe and thus easier to catch.
Purple leaf vine – it is warmed up and applied directly to cure skin spots
Green ants served a few different purposes:
The Mila (ants with the small heads) were used to preserve fish before cooking. We would
also put them in the bathwater because when they bite you, their sting injects menthol that
numbs pain, and they can also be smashed up and used as a chest rub or drink.
The Mira (ants with the big bums) the bum part can be eaten when sick with the flu.
Parrot fruit tree – another food source for birdlife
Alexander palm – used for making dillybags
Pukal (pandanus tree) – used for building gunyahs, making baskets and dillybags. The root
was used for dye.
Mangroves were used as a burial ground. The mangrove was also used for wrapping and
mummifying bodies for burial.

Yorkey’s Knob is also home to an abundance of wildlife. It is home for the eagle, the sea-eagle and
osprey, kingfisher and rainbow lorikeet. Animals and birds used for food sources included flying-fox
used to treat asthma, bandicoots, scrub hens, snakes, and pigeon to name but a few. When we lived
at Yorkey’s Knob many, many years ago, my father George Singleton would set bandicoot traps and
my mother Olive Singleton would bake big bandicoot dinners for the family.

MARINE
Sea foods are also an important component in our diet. Dad would also go into the mangroves and
get long-tails, mud mussels and saltwater mussels, crabs, long-mouyous and the big mangrove
worms. On the beach, he and the boys would drag for prawns, while Mum and the girls would
gather kuchim oysters, periwinkles otherwise known as mangrove snail, sea urchins and chulki from
the beach. And when Mum would fish for salmon, she used to sing out to the sea ‘Come on Sammy,
come bite  my line’  and we’d fish  Thomatis  Creek from the banks,  the bridge or  by  boat.   Fork-tail
catfish, barramundi are plentiful and the black bream and red bream spawn during the wet season
when the creeks get flushed out, right up to the Cattana Wetlands.
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My father also sometimes collected the carey shells – which are very similar to the trochus shells. He
would leave them to soak in freshwater for some time, and then clean them out (of the tiny snails),
polish them up and then sell them to the tourists. What little extra money it brought in helped
immensely.

DEMOGRAPHICS
When colonisation occurred, our fishing, hunting and food gathering areas were significantly
reduced or destroyed and our trade and migration routes were disturbed therefore a few of us
harboured fears and concerns that this development may further disadvantage us. However after
inspecting the site of the actual location of the proposed development, we envisage access to, the
environmental impact and disruption to our food and medicinal sources would be minimal.

The suburb is now residence to many families from diverse backgrounds. The popular beach is used
for family entertaining and community recreational activities. The main businesses are food outlets
and restaurants, fishing and charter boats, and cane farms and horse paddocks line the entrance
into the suburb. There is also a supermarket and post office and locals often fish Thomatis Creek
from accessible areas near the banks or by boat.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Our local knowledge, understandings and perspectives will contribute vital information to the
project. We envisage this process to become a two-way learning for both of us as we engage further
to discuss ideas and share experiences and understandings of what is occurring and learn from the
knowledge and experiences of each other. These discussions will help develop strategies to address
problems as they arise.

CONCLUSION
In summary the Yirrganydji People have exchanged dialogue amongst us regarding the AQUIS project
and we believe and recognise this to be a once-in-a-lifetime community development opportunity
that will  foster a sense of self-determination and empower us to become agents of change for our
community thereby positioning the local wider community for positive change.

It will also benefit the Yirrganydji People by promoting respect for our ancient culture through
recognition and protection of cultural identity, thereby fostering and encouraging active
participation and all made possible by creating opportunities through enterprise development and
employment, education and training through a shared vision.

Thank you for providing this opportunity to engage and please find attached our business proposal
for a marine and small motors training college that we would like to establish in collaboration.

Regards

Michelle Singleton
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CS691 Strongly object to a monstrosity as such destroying the natural
environment. Social destruction and despair already kills so many
people in this region.

1 1

CS693 Over the previous 50 years the Gold coast has been destroyed by
developers.  The latest example is Keith William's Cardwell disaster.
This is another case of a developer selling off our environment for
quick dollars, the resulting clean-up will be at taxpayers expense as
always.

1 1

CS695 I think this is detrimental to the ecology of the area & surrounding
beaches.  A disaster.

1 1

CS708 Why does money, money, money dominate a beautiful area.  So many
more people, resources needed, waste/sewerage, busy
roads/highway will ruin the area and environment.  Generating more
money does not improve an area.

1 1

CS900 Source of drinking water sufficient or?  Sewerage disposeal - ok, but
in west seaon or flooding?  Useof dredging spoil say instead of
sumping offshore like spoil from Trinity Inlet.  Could development
utilise this spoil?  Creek outlets to small to service cleansing onto Reef
or out to sea.  Water quality /acid sulphate soil.  Mangroves?  Option
exists to plant more.  Early fish and crab life utilise these - may be
doing this - hold off Greenies.  Waterway - will it be used for what use
besides fighting fires.  Is Resort under or close to flight path - that
exists at present / future.  Access to Kennedy Highwat for increase
traffic will new access roads be necessary?  Where to and from?
Nationality of Employees and employers - all Chinese?  Good luck with
it

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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CS761 I am worried about the size of the project, the impact on the
environment and flood levels, the necessity for regular dredgin of
Richters Creek and the impact on Thomatis Creek and the surrounding
existing beaches. 27 storeys is far beyond anything allowed in the
area to date and is not desirable or necessary.  Yorkeys Knob is not a
suitable place for a Singapore/Dubai style resort.

1 1 1

CS681 Concern about flooding - situated on flood plain and impact on future
flooding concern about size of development and impact on
environment and aesthetic of area (multi level buildings not in
keeping with surrounds).  Concern about impact on infrastructure -
roading, access delays with main road to Cairns and airport.

1 1

CS850 am concerned and paying attention to care for the natural
environment in particular impact on mangrove wetland and water
quality impacting on GB Reef - concerned could in future become a
marina. Look after nature for us. Web page:
www.mangroveprotect.com.au

1 1 1 1

CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?
How will the matural environment be protected during the
construction phase of development - water run off, pollution etc?
What percentage of staff are expected to live onsite?  And how many
locals are expected to be employed?

1 1 1

CS795 I think its great in terms of the economy / jobs boost but feel hesitant
about the effects it could have spoiling everything Cairns stands for -
the peace, tranquility, nature, reef and rainforest. We moved here to
get away from big city bustle and hope that it won't impact oo much

1 1 1

CS813 Wonderful development for Cairns provided the development is
ecologically and environmentaly sensitive and does not compromise
the Reef and Rainforest.

1 1 1

CS784 Ensure reef / wildlife protection. 1 1 1

http://www.mangroveprotect.com.au/
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CS684 Deeply concerned about long term impacts - environmental, social in
particular.  The state development & public works act has nowhere
near enough concern for environmental management.  The Great
Barrier Reef remains FNQ's greatest asset lets not trash it!

1 1

CS30 With the planning to ensure no disturbance to the GBR: How will that
be ensured during construction stages?

1 1

CS914 Concerned about the environmental impacts on mangroves and
wetlands.  Design is ugly.  Encourages gambling and anti-social
behavious.

1 1 1

CS777 As long as development of the riverways is not changed. Employment
of locals should be a priority. Leave the community of Yorkeys alone.

1 1

CS7 Great opportunity. Only concern is the effect on the river system -
that is the change to water quality and the ecosystem. If no runoff
and reduction in pollution - that would be great.

1 1

CS925 Good for Cairns economy, if the resident come to town and do the
"tourist circuit".  Hopefully a lot of local people will be employed
during construction and afterwards (not all imported from the south
east and other states).  A bit concerned about he crocodiles and the
ecology.  Have been several times at Sun City (South Africa) and if it
works in the desert, it can work at Yorkeys Knob.

1 1

CS824 As long as the environment is improved. Can put up with disruptions
during construction. Would be concerned re casino and its impact on
locals. It is a project that Cairns region badly needs providing that it
does not strain local infrastructure, eg. will rtepayers have to foot the
beill for sewerage and water treatment? Cairns is a tourist town and
needs development such as this to augment reef and rainforest. How
many mangroves will be removed?

1 1
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CS682 Concern about environmental impact.  Design looks like Dubai.
Chinese development for chinese tourists?  Distraction from natural
beauty of area.  Too high for area - proximity to airport and overall
building height restriction.  Increased traffic for quiet residential
areas.  Don't need another casino.  Impact on established hotels and
businesses.  Does not meet building design guidelines for Cairns.

1

CS711 This is only the 1st stage.  Go to Hong Kong and see what is to come
next.  People didn't have jobs once.  This land had never been built on
and once this is done it will never nt be built on again.  Do we want
development in every area of the world where it is possible to put it.
Tony Fung would say 'yes'.  Be careful what you wish for you might
get it.

1

CS733 Concerned about environmental impact. 1

CS762 This is a totally inappropriate development for this area and indeed
entire Cairns - on environmental and social grounds. I trust it will go
to both strict State and Federal Environmental assessment, and not
be subject to anything underhand or corrupt. We also should not be
'selling' out our land to O/S investors for their benefit only to
detriment of local residents.

1

CS901 Initial impression dominates this area too much - does little to create
balance environmentally with the landscape.  Oppose 27 storey
buildings, keep within ? Height I suggest.

1

CS904 I am opposed to the development.  Environmental impact is a major
concern, increased traffic and visual impact are a concern.

1

CS907 We need more access roads now so it will be very hard to get into the
city with more traffic.  We don't want to see the area destroyed with
over development.

1
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CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as
to long-term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with land.  Access in and
out, pollution, damage to exisitng hotel and accommodation.
Increase in air traffic, noise & polluting fuels etc.

1

CS289 Excellent provided environment problems are addressed. 1
CS626 Assuming that the project is sensitive to the area both visually and

infrastructure wise this can only be good for Cairns as a whole
1

CS765 Excellent for Cairns provided environmental impact study is prepared,
I give full support

1

CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns
people are 50% of the employees. All construction to be done by
Australian Builders.  That rates are beachfront as the council can
afford keeping the beachfront in Environmental Excellant condition.
That the Aquis have it's own sewage

1

CS799 Have reservations about the size of the project. Realise I don't know
about the higher market, but know people are fickle and can switch
their focus to another destination. Woul like to think local people will
be employed or else the benefit to the local community will be
lessened. It will put pressure on the roads and airport. Environment is
of concern. Hope the 'mission statement' is followed avidly.
Otherwise good luck.

1

CS825 I see this as a 'positive' step in the right direction. Yorkeys residents
need to be able to get in and out of their suburb without too many
hassles during the construction stage. The aquarium is a great idea
given the Great Barrier Reef area we live in. We need something
differet to bring people to Cairns that will build memories of a happy
holiday here. A waterpark out this way is a plus. Generally the village
shops should stand to benefit. I believe Yorkeys Knob is overdue for
an upgrade - Palm Cove for example is popular with tourists.  The
natural environment would need to be taken into consideration so as
not to destroy what isn't necessary.

1
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CS921 Very future - looks pretty cool.  Hopefully satisfies all environmental
issues that might arise.  Also, hopeful tourism will sustain the pul
northward from Cairns city.  Look forward to seeing it in action.

1

CS12.1 As long as it has no negative impact on the environment, go for it! 1
CS23.2 as long as it is in line with environmental guidelines it would be a

great asset to the area
1

CS80 Looks well thought out.  Environmental impact looks minimal. 1

CS91 To be a member of community I just want say nothing against
environment and I know it will grow business for Cairns and
Community.  Thanks for doing business in Cairns.

1

CS94 Spectacular, I think it is amazing.  Environmentally sound.  Caters for
everyone not just gamblers.  It will be beautiful.  Hope work starts
sooner rather than later.

1

CS147 A great opportunity to create jobs in the area.  Looks like an exciting
development considering all the environmental & social impacts.

1

CS204 The projects concepts seem extremely well planned and although the
footprint is large, seems not a lot of environmental impact.  We
welcome the economic opportunity the project will bring to Cairns.

1

CS220 If no harm done to the environment and a plan to increase flights and
Tourism to the area, I think it will be good for Cairns.

1

CS471 Fantastic idea - care to be taken for environment 1

CS15.1 Look after environment 1
CS820 Worried about height of towers, casino. Autonomy of environmental

body, good edea considering quality of cane fields, employment
impact - positive. Open mind

1
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CS714 My primary concerns are: Height of towers.  27 storeys is over twice
the height of any other building in Cairns.  Density & sheer volume of
the project.  Why build such an urban structure in such a flat areas
(flood plain) of outstanding beauty?  Why not design something for
the same function yet with more emmenity to the region (e.g.
tropical, lower key).

1 1

CS740 Think this is too ambitious.  Can't understand how Cairns is going to
sustain this in short and long term - economically & environmentally.
Who is going to build this, Chinese workers or local workers?  What
happens in a cyclone?  Has impact on environment & ecosystem been
considered?  Its not going to be pretty & blue watered, its going to be
muddy.  Does the end justify the means?  Would appreciate more
information.

1 1 1

CS696 I am concerned about the impact this huge development will have on
my local community and the reef.  I enjoy the laid back lifestyle and
fear I will be priced out.  FNQ is unique and we should promote our
reef and rainforest not become like the rest of the world.  Where will
the construction workers be housed?  and the full-time workers?
Where will their kids go to school?  What is the impact on the reef?
How will the massive wastes be dealt with?  Do we have the
infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.  Will all the
water attract waterbirds?  Birds and planes are not a good mix.  I fear
for my lifestyle.

1 1 1 1

CS697 "The Barrier Reef" - the real thing is what put us on the world stage,
"heritage" that is.  This is another scarring of our beautiful landscape
"natural" of course.  You can not compete.  This will not enhance our
shoreline but detract from it.

1 1
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CS846 Would like email response to the following queries - Concerned about
more flights as Holloways Beach is in the flight path. Concerned about
excess traffic on Captain Cook Highway. Concerned about height of
buildings as a blight on the landscape. Concerned about biodiversity
on Richters Creek, as sea eagles, crocs, fish, bird habitat. Concerned
about pesticides used on golf course - runoff into waterways.
Concerned about view from the spit at the end of Holloways Beach.

1 1 1 1 1 1

CS741 I would like more information on traffic management issues,
protection of natural vegetation in the area, how the operation will
support local jobs once running (the staff quarters implies a fly-in, fly-
out type operation).

1 1

CS31.1 Will you consider supporting protection of surrounding environment,
and how? (eg. Rangers)

1 1

CS698 Business and making money is not everything.  This project does not
fit in our rural area.  It does absolutely not fir in the nature of the
tropics.

1

CS16.1 Hopefully help the locals with jobs and most importantly that it does
not interfere with the ecosystem - we are fortunate to have the
rainforest and the reef, we must preserve, respect & enjoy this
beautiful part of the world.

1

CS787 Very supportive. Will be keen to see outcomes of environment
assessment

1

CS802 For me, I see the biggest 'selling' aspect to the people of Cairns would
be showing 'how' the resort is adding value to the 'green and
environmental' image Cairns and NQ has. If this resort could be a
showcase for modern minimal environmental impact 'green'
sustainability it would be an attraction in and of iteself. A beacon for
green energy and sustainability. Use of solar, wind, recycling, etc. I
think this is an excellent project with enormous potential to stand
out.

1
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CS731 Very brave project.  Will the construction be developed by overseas
or local construction?  What is planned for excavatio0n?  What is
planned for sale of residences?  What is planned for decoration of
units & hotel rooms?  What is planned for employment, training of
staff and where will they be sourced from?  Who will your key form of
revenuce hotels, casino or resale of residential units.  Are you
committed to community & environment?

1

CS796 Massive, have some doubts about the size, cyclone / flood area 1 1

CS720 "exciting', my concern is - we have water restrictions all year.  Where
is the extra water that will be needed for such a large project and so
many people come from?  Yorkeys Knob floods easily.  In a cyclone
how will you evacuate so many people/

1 1

CS924 Very large! Stadium feels a bit extreme.  Questions about the flooding
of the golf course.  All seems exciting.

1 1

CS721 I am concerned about: Flooding of Yorkeys Knob township due to
interference of water flow into & out of creeks.  Are you going to be
foing any dredging?  If so, are you going to dump this mud into
reef/ocean/nearby beaches or is it going to be used for construction?

1 1

CRGE3 Barron River mouth is dynamic and could shift in a major flood event 1
CS727 Development far too big for current tourist numbers.  Does the

development cause problems for the airport in regards to noise
abatement procedures and approach splays infringement.  How will it
be protected from flood or tidal surge.  Is the aim to force the reef
casino to close, as Brisbane, sYdney and Melbourne have only 1 each
and their population runs in the millions.

1

CS730 How did you plan to build 27 storeys with the planes landing over this
site.  What about the noise from waterpark affecting the nearby
residents?  What about the floods during the wet season.

1

CS849 Processing the floodwater flow during major flood events would seem
to be a challege in terms of 'no worsening' for existing properties.

1
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CS909 Main concern is flooding?  Water diverted to where? 1
CS916 I think the Developer must be mad to contemplate a development on

the scale set ot in the official documents and to build it on a
floodplain.  It is significant that where I live in Yorkeys no insurance
company will insure the property since they became aware of the
radical change in the worlds climate and its impact on Yorkeys.

1

CS272.1 As long as you sort out the flooding and how it affects the residents. 1

CS736 My family have lived in Yorkeys for 39 years.  I am not fully opposed
to the Aquis Resort, however, I am very concerned about higher land
rate rises as we already have higher land rates in this area compared
to other cities.  Also the amount of airplanes.  The 4.10 to 5.20am
flights from Perth & Japan wake me as the noise is very loud.  So
imagine the constant noise from planes to bring in Chinese tourists to
fill the resort.  There would have to be so many planes.  Also flooding.
I remember the day when boats had to bring my father home from
work as the road was flooded.  Yorkeys Knob is a beautiful place to
live.  I am sure you are aware of this beautie.  It is untouched.
Yorkeys mined the developments 30 years ago at Palm Cove - Trinity
Beach.  So now it is Yorkeys turn for organisations to consider this
area for world wide development.  I must admit that your plans look
really beautiful and its probably what Cairns needs for the future.  If
you have taken care of flooding in your resort area, is that going to
have a reprocussion of flooding Yorkeys Knob area at the knob?

1

CS746 We think the project would be the best thing for Cairns's economy
and jobs.  One worry we have is this project is going to be raised so
high.  When flooding occurs the extra water will go around the
buildings, so will this impact the Thomatis Creek to flood more?
Besides this we think it is great.

1
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CS782 If done well it will be excellent. A bit concerned about flooding in
Yorkeys due to the new areas that will have to be built up higher.
Hpefully it will encourage the Council to build a good toilet block at
the beach and hopefully it will encourage the Sun Bus Service to
actually provide a good service to Yorkeys.

1

CS828 We think the wholoe concept will be fantastic. Looking forward to all
the positives.  Only concern is flood control for your development

1

CS457 I would love to see the project go ahead, it will be good for Cairns and
flood mitigation

1

CRGE2 Like to be kept informed on how water quality will be maintained 1
CS724 Can you please show me the computer simulation of the sea level @ 6

metres above king tide as it relates to your development and
surroundings.

1

CS747 Will the development alter where the floodwaters currently go and
have a greater impact on the township of Yorkeys Knob?

1

CS80.1 Although a really wet season or cyclone could prove problematic. 1
CS845 Building heights too high - pollution into creek / ocean - chemical and

plastic  - chemical run off from golf course, gardens, etc. - control of
mosquito and sandfly - drift of fogging - changes to hydrological flows
of creek, affects to surrounding areas in major flood event. Views
from Holloways Beach residences and beach front towards ranges
blocked by buildings. Requires reply to the above questions by email.

1 1 1 1

CRGE8 Damage to GBR through decreased water quality 1 1

CS744 Would be a potential boost to local econmies but major concerns are
environmental impact (50 years of polution from chemicals used on
canefields weeping out onto the GBR which is already endangered).
How good is guarantees of completion?  What is the risk of the
developer walking away from an unfinished project?  Many questions
to be answered.

1 1
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CRGE7 Acid Sulfate Soils – potential to damage Reef 1 1
CS742 What about being in ther flight path, sandflies, landscaping with

trees/schrubs not palms and becoming a crocodile habitat?  Is there
anything for tourists to actually do besides seeding degraded GB
Reef?

1 1 1

CS276 Concerns about reef. 1

CS915 I am totally opposed to this project.  It will destroy our community
bringing thousands of people to an areas that is overflowing with
traffic resulting in pollution, accidents and a deteriation of the of the
quality of life for residents.  The Barrier Reef will be affected - which is
more important to Cairns economy thant the profit & greed of a
Chinese business man and his cohorts.

1

CS76 Think it will be fantastic for Cairns and will certainly put us on the
map.  Will be great for tourism and give options other than reef.  Will
probably help reef , less wanting to go out.

1

FGT17 License/permit capacities of the reef 1

CRGE19 Pipe between lake & creek should be wider, provide fish passage 1 1 1
CRGE18 Who will monitor water quality? How? 1 1 1

CS700 Where proposed waterpark is a fish and frog habitat and natural
waterflow in wet season.

1 1

CRGE9 Safeguarding & engineering around fuel storage for diesel generators. 1
CRGE22 Changes to water flow in the natural creek outflow & potential for

contamination.
1

CS911 The height is concerning.  How much will it impact on the
community?  There are also concerns on how it will impact upon the
Cattana Wetlands and the Half Moon Bay Creek?  Also, why are there
staff quarters?

1

CS8.1 Only concern is runoff in the river system but if this is sorted out then
this will be fantastic and reinvigorate our international status.

1
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CS7.2 Only concern is runoff in the river system but if this is sorted out then
this will be fantastic and reinvigorate our international status.

1

CS749 How will the avondale water (from the farms) be affected by this
development?  Where is the proposed highway from the Yorkeys
Knob roundabout to MacGregor Road going to be built?

1

CRGE13 Yorkeys Creek – what will the buffers be? 1
CRGE6 Runoff from golf course – fungicides & herbicides used in golf course

can result in damage to the Reef.
1

CRGE21 Saltwater intrusion into freshwater aquifer - concerns 1

CRGE20 Don’t want fish die off or weeds 1 1

CRGE11 Concerned about infesationof marine weeds. How will this be
managed?

1

CS399.1 All the birds and butterflys will benefit from you landscaped gardens.
Goodbye swamp, sandflies, cane and pesticides.

1 1

CS734 Looks great!  A great boost for Cairns.  Just wondering hoe the
crocodiles will be kept out of the man made lake?

1 1

CS713 Comments have been made that these will be minimal environmental
damage resulting from this development.  However there are several
man-made lakes/ponds on the proposed site that are breeding &
feeding grounds for may birds, i.e. jabiru, pelicans and many species
of ducks.  There have been no mention of these fresh water bird
reservoirs in any reports.  Will they be affected?

1 1

CRGE12 Will mangroves be left/planted on the edges of the lake? It will only
be good habitat if edges are vegetated, also provide a good buffer.

1 1
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CS844 Concept I believe too large for the area.  Taking into consideration the
tropical environment, more tropical taste in resort would meld. I think
the proposal as it is (buildings) is hideous and not visually attractive.
Water will be brown and unnecessary as a feature. Potable water
from our existing dam, ie Copperlode regularly falls below
appropriate levels - extra wate for drinking, etc?????

1

CRGE10 Potential for the lake to be good habitat if done well 1
CRGE17 How will water quality be maintained in the lake? 1

CRGE15 Concerns about sourcing fish for the visitors. Do not want the
increased demand to drive increased inshore net fishing.

1

CRGE16 Increased demand for live trout – would like to see a management
plan for seafood and purchase only of MSC certified fish.

1

CRGE14 Where will they do offsets? How? 1

CS224.1 My only concern is the effect on the wildlife in this particular area,
otherwise excited.

1

CS778 Wildlife in Blazing Saddles lagoon to be left alone. Thank you 1
CS791 Would be appreciated if you included environmental impact and

viability info in your community information, for example, impact on
wildlife.

1

CS750 Discuss turtle rehab.  Would like to use lagoon as part of turtle rehab. 1
CS270 It looks spectacular - brilliant.  I really hope it comes to fruinon, I

wonder about the crocodiles………
1

CS322.1 Crocodiles??? 1

CS794 Does it 'fit' the community style? Who will come? Will there be
crocodile management plan?

1

CS728 Waterpark too high for the nearby residnt birdlife.  You could lower it
down or swap with the golf park.

1
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CS755 I wholeheartedly appreciate the opportunity that is being presented
to the Cairns region, this development will secure the economic
viability of FNQ to a great extent.  However, I do have some concerns
about the impact of the development on the following areas:
Economic benefit - what is the guarantee that the payroll for allowing
this development will benefit the local economy, apart from just jobs
- will Aquis provide funding to enrich, beautify and improve the
quality of life for people in the region?  Social Impact - how will the
negative impacts of gambling (organised crime, prostitution be
managed?).  Visual Impact & light pollution - I enjoy living in an
environment where the view is uninterrupted.  I can see the stars at
night.  The light pollution in a concern.  Local Business - can this
development guarantee it will not adversely impact the operators in
the CBD?  What are the projected impacts on my quality of life?
Again, this development is impressive, the consultation process is to
be commended while the positive benefits are blindingly obvious.  I
would be happy to give this project my full support knowing my
concerns have been addressed and lie with best practice and the
potential negatives have management or preventative plans in place.

CS757 Pleased about the low impact on the environment and Thomatis
Creek. Good to know the developer won't go ahead without the
community approval. Hopefully Cairns locals will be first choice for
employment and training

CS704 I don’t like it at all.  It is too big and too tall.  Is there going to be an
Aquarium showcasing out martime ocean life?  The buildings are not
tropical looking enough.  This is not Dubai.  And it should be more
australian designed architecture, such as open verandahs.  What
about promoting our maritime animals - crocodile, bird, marsupials
such as the koala, echidna and otters.  It's ugly.

1

CRGE4
Provide opportunities for visitors to learn about local environmental
guided tours.

1
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CS696 I am concerned about the impact this huge development will have
on my local community and the reef.  I enjoy the laid back lifestyle
and fear I will be priced out.  FNQ is unique and we should promote
our reef and rainforest not become like the rest of the world.
Where will the construction workers be housed?  and the full-time
workers?  Where will their kids go to school?  What is the impact on
the reef?  How will the massive wastes be dealt with?  Do we have
the infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.  Will all
the water attract waterbirds?  Birds and planes are not a good mix.
I fear for my lifestyle.

1 1 1 1 1

CS918 There is a great number of residents on pensions i& in public
housing that will be priced out of Yorkey's.  Land value - up, rates -
up.  We will no longer be able to fford to live there.

1 1

CRGC9 Concerns about impacts of increased costs of living on
disadvantaged, esp. elderly. How bad will it be, when it’s done?

1 1

CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns
people are 50% of the employees. All construction to be done by
Australian Builders.  That rates are beachfront as the council can
afford keeping the beachfront in Environmental Excellant condition.
That the Aquis have it's own sewage

1



Housing Services Noise BE People Local access

ID Question/Issue

Ra
te

s/
Re

nt

W
or

kf
or

ce

De
ns

ity

Pl
an

ni
ng

Po
lic

e

Sc
ho

ol
s

M
ed

ic
al

Ai
rc

ra
ft

W
at

er
pa

rk

Ch
ar

ac
te

r

In
di

ge
no

us

Li
fe

st
yl

e

Po
pu

la
tio

n

Lo
ng

 te
rm

Ga
m

bl
in

g/
ca

sin
o

Cr
im

e

Af
fo

rd
ab

ili
ty

Ge
ne

ra
l a

cc
es

s

Be
ac

h

Tr
af

fic

Pu
bl

ic
 T

ra
ns

po
rt

CS736 My family have lived in Yorkeys for 39 years.  I am not fully opposed
to the Aquis Resort, however, I am very concerned about higher
land rate rises as we already have higher land rates in this area
compared to other cities.  Also the amount of airplanes.  The 4.10 to
5.20am flights from Perth & Japan wake me as the noise is very
loud.  So imagine the constant noise from planes to bring in Chinese
tourists to fill the resort.  There would have to be so many planes.
Also flooding.  I remember the day when boats had to bring my
father home from work as the road was flooded.  Yorkeys Knob is a
beautiful place to live.  I am sure you are aware of this beautie.  It is
untouched.  Yorkeys mined the developments 30 years ago at Palm
Cove - Trinity Beach.  So now it is Yorkeys turn for organisations to
consider this area for world wide development.  I must admit that
your plans look really beautiful and its probably what Cairns needs
for the future.  If you have taken care of flooding in your resort
area, is that going to have a reprocussion of flooding Yorkeys Knob
area at the knob?

1

CS920 Concerned about local cost of rent. 1
CS815 Love this concept. Do long listen to old, dated, local idealists who

belong in the 50's or renters. Listen to land owners. We owners
want this for the region, the area, the future - bring it on quickly, we
love it.

1

ZFM20 How will it affect my rent? How will I pay the rent if they go up
because of this project?

1

FGB11 Lifestyle change for whole family – not just single men’s quarters
during construction – influences housing and accommodation needs
in the short term – not just units, dongas etc.

1 1 1 1

FGB12 Housing and accommodation – innovation = building reuse eg
warehouse converted temporarily to accommodation then revert
back to warehouse upon operation.

1 1
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CS911 The height is concerning.  How much will it impact on the
community?  There are also concerns on how it will impact upon
the Cattana Wetlands and the Half Moon Bay Creek?  Also, why are
there staff quarters?

1

CS883 I have viewed the concept and am duly impressed..eat your heart
out Dubai.  I do have concerns.  Considering over 5,000 people are
to be accommodated there will be a need for 500??1,000?? Staff.
Where will all these cars park?  The access road to Yorkey's will
need to be 4 lane dual carriage.  We must always bow to the car
god.  Cairns is built on tidal swamp, with rains come flooded roads
and all grinds to a halt.  The roads from the Airport to Smithfield are
under water..what do we do?  I have been touting for some yeats
(every time another pointless multimillion project surfaces), that we
build an arched monorail urban transit system.  Cost.. the cares are
suspended..since Cairns is swamp this system is more stable, it can
straddle streets, cross farms, crops can be grown below, climb
mountains, requires minimal land reclamation and is cheaper than
highways.  Construction caises relatively minimal inconvenience to
traffic or farm.  This concept is only limited by the breadth of minds.
A high level train trip city to Port Douglas.  What great relaxing
views for visitors and locals alike.  Thru the mountains to Mareeba,
Atherton or south to Babinda.  We are led to believe we must redice
our carbon footprint.  Less polluting cars on roads, less road
maintenance.  We are told that Cairns future and economy is
tourism.

1 1

CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?
How will the matural environment be protected during the
construction phase of development - water run off, pollution etc?
What percentage of staff are expected to live onsite?  And how
many locals are expected to be employed?

1
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CS715 Its ugly.  Why do you have staff accommodation onsite instead of
using existing housing in Cairns?  Please explain the 9,000 to 10,000
job figures?  What concessions will they be wanting from Qld
Government or CRC i.e. visas etc?

1

CS717 Why does this need 1800 staff accommodation if you are planning
on employing locals.  I think this is too big for that area.

1

CS722 Fantastic, best thing to happen since Christopher Skage.  Though
needs to be given to the quantity of staff accommodation that is
built.  Limiting this will stimulate the external housing/building
sector - a win win for Cairns.

1

UDIA4 May need temporary housing for workers near site 1
ZFM18 Where will the construction workforce live? 1
ZFM19 Where will the operational staff live? 1
CS714 My primary concerns are: Height of towers.  27 storeys is over twice

the height of any other building in Cairns.  Density & sheer volume
of the project.  Why build such an urban structure in such a flat
areas (flood plain) of outstanding beauty?  Why not design
something for the same function yet with more emmenity to the
region (e.g. tropical, lower key).

1 1

CS11 Already enough high density dwellings in and around Cairns without
adding more in the region.

1

CS712 Putting such a large development at yorkeys Knob is absolutely
ridiculous.  Yorkeys is a beautiful small community and a large
resort to an area like this takes away from the small town feel of the
Northern Beaches area.

1 1 1

CS711 This is only the 1st stage.  Go to Hong Kong and see what is to come
next.  People didn't have jobs once.  This land had never been built
on and once this is done it will never nt be built on again.  Do we
want development in every area of the world where it is possible to
put it.  Tony Fung would say 'yes'.  Be careful what you wish for you
might get it.

1 1
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CRGB10 Potential land shortage on south side of city – north will be fully
used up. Where to put people? Bring forward horizon planning.

1

FGB23 Business Leaders of Cairns Business community need to develop a
framework/ pathway to coordinate response to growth in the
shorter term

1

FGB24 CRC – capacity to assess development approvals – number of and
ability of staff

1

FGB25 CRC – innovation in planning to allow temporary uses and plan
ahead

1

CS798 Magnificent project for Cairns but serious upgrade of Cook Highway
and Yorkeys Knob access road needed, plus added policing of
amenities.

1

CRGC7 Need more police 1
ZFM22 More people means more schools, community facilities, public

transport and services will be needed. What’s being done about
them?

1 1

CS492 I am very excited with the project. Cairns needs a project to inject
the progress for FNQ. I feel we will all benefit with the progression.
We would need to update all services, roads, hospital, water,
airport - yes, yes, go ahead

1

ZFM21 Medical services in Cairns are already stretched. More people will
make it worse. What’s proposed to address this?

1

CS801 Noise factor - 10,000 people working and visiting the complex must
produce a lot of noise. How will the impinge on the township.

1 1 1

CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as
to long-term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with land.  Access in and
out, pollution, damage to exisitng hotel and accommodation.
Increase in air traffic, noise & polluting fuels etc.

1 1 1 1
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CS846 Would like email response to the following queries - Concerned
about more flights as Holloways Beach is in the flight path.
Concerned about excess traffic on Captain Cook Highway.
Concerned about height of buildings as a blight on the landscape.
Concerned about biodiversity on Richters Creek, as sea eagles,
crocs, fish, bird habitat. Concerned about pesticides used on golf
course - runoff into waterways. Concerned about view from the spit
at the end of Holloways Beach.

1 1

CS1 Noise from aircraft 1
CS10 Excess noise from aircraft 1
CS723 Air traffic noise - will the buildings cater for the noise factor from

aircraft activities?
1

CS730 How did you plan to build 27 storeys with the planes landing over
this site.  What about the noise from waterpark affecting the nearby
residents?  What about the floods during the wet season.

1

CS841 My two townhouses back onto the cane fields where you are
putting the water park.  I am concerned about the noise of the
waterpark. Could I suggest you put the golf course at the back of
the house rather than the water park.  Otherwise I think the project
is great.

1

CS915 I am totally opposed to this project.  It will destroy our community
bringing thousands of people to an areas that is overflowing with
traffic resulting in pollution, accidents and a deteriation of the of
the quality of life for residents.  The Barrier Reef will be affected -
which is more important to Cairns economy thant the profit &
greed of a Chinese business man and his cohorts.

1 1 1

CS910 Perhaps it is time to head for the bush.  Cairns is slowly loosing its
charm.

1 1

CS917 Very worried about such tall buildings and visual impact.  It will
change Cairns and especially Yorkey's Knob too much.

1 1
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CS811 Think the area needs a development to bging jobs and money. Just
hope it doesn't spoil Yorkeys and put local businesses out of
business

1 1

CS705 It looks disgusting.  Not tropical at all.  Should be built in Dubai or an
overbuilt area like China.  Looks like a big ice-cream cone with bits
of metal sticking out.  No character.  I walk my dogs every day on
the beach thgere and this resort will be built there - all will change.
I just have 2 girls from Macau (students) in my house and they were
telling me what a disaster this is.  Didn't like it at all.

1 1 1

CS680 I disagree with the height of the services apartments at 27 stories.
An eyesore form the highway & sea.  I also disagree with having
another casino.  This will kill the CBD and add another nail in the
coffin.  Lets hope the Cairns Chamber of Commerce and Advance
Cairns will consider these issues as well.  I would also hope that the
proponents have talks with groups who deal with gambling issues in
FNQ.  They need to be consulted is this proposal goes ahead.

1 1

CS701 I have been a homeowner/resident in Yorkeys Knob for 13 years.  I
am greatly concerned about the impact of huge increase in road
traffic, both on the access road to Yorkeys Knob as well as Cook
Highway.  The Cook Highway (north and southbound) from Yorkeys
Knob roundabout / Smithfield etc. cant handle peak traffic now
without large delays.  I forsee it being a long painfull drive to
Yorkeys Knob now.  Most of us live/own here because of the quiet
community atmosphere and the country road / lack of traffic lights,
roundabouts etc.  If this project goes ahead a lot more work on road
infrastructure, including locals access must be addressed.

1 1 1

CS907 We need more access roads now so it will be very hard to get into
the city with more traffic.  We don't want to see the area destroyed
with over development.

1 1
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CS901 Initial impression dominates this area too much - does little to
create balance environmentally with the landscape.  Oppose 27
storey buildings, keep within ? Height I suggest.

1

CS94 Spectacular, I think it is amazing.  Environmentally sound.  Caters for
everyone not just gamblers.  It will be beautiful.  Hope work starts
sooner rather than later.

1

CS698 Business and making money is not everything.  This project does not
fit in our rural area.  It does absolutely not fir in the nature of the
tropics.

1

CS845 Building heights too high - pollution into creek / ocean - chemical
and plastic  - chemical run off from golf course, gardens, etc. -
control of mosquito and sandfly - drift of fogging - changes to
hydrological flows of creek, affects to surrounding areas in major
flood event. Views from Holloways Beach residences and beach
front towards ranges blocked by buildings. Requires reply to the
above questions by email.

1

CS794 Does it 'fit' the community style? Who will come? Will there be
crocodile management plan?

1

CRGC5 Waterfront will change, eg. What was going to be a ‘six pack
development’ will now be a ‘twelve pack development’.

1

CS694 I am absolutely so shocked to see this monstrous resort/casino for
Cairns.  Please, please NO.  Build this in Hong Kong not Cairns.  We
don't have enough water to drink.  It is hard enough for growing
population, especially in summer anyway.  We don’t need this.
Leave sleepy Yorkeys Knob to be quiet and sleepy.

1

CS699 Height of these buildings concerns me greatly - will be visible from
many areas.  Scale the project - too large.

1

FGB19 Indigenous jobs and training – opportunities within large
development at various skills and interest levels

1

ZFM4 How will indigenous people benefit from the development? 1
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CS825 I see this as a 'positive' step in the right direction. Yorkeys residents
need to be able to get in and out of their suburb without too many
hassles during the construction stage. The aquarium is a great idea
given the Great Barrier Reef area we live in. We need something
differet to bring people to Cairns that will build memories of a
happy holiday here. A waterpark out this way is a plus. Generally
the village shops should stand to benefit. I believe Yorkeys Knob is
overdue for an upgrade - Palm Cove for example is popular with
tourists.  The natural environment would need to be taken into
consideration so as not to destroy what isn't necessary.

1 1

CS795 I think its great in terms of the economy / jobs boost but feel
hesitant about the effects it could have spoiling everything Cairns
stands for - the peace, tranquility, nature, reef and rainforest. We
moved here to get away from big city bustle and hope that it won't
impact oo much

1

CS912 Not happy at all.  We are living in Cairns because we don’t like large
quantities of people.

1

CS684 Deeply concerned about long term impacts - environmental, social
in particular.  The state development & public works act has
nowhere near enough concern for environmental management.
The Great Barrier Reef remains FNQ's greatest asset lets not trash
it!

1 1
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CS755 I wholeheartedly appreciate the opportunity that is being presented
to the Cairns region, this development will secure the economic
viability of FNQ to a great extent.  However, I do have some
concerns about the impact of the development on the following
areas:  Economic benefit - what is the guarantee that the payroll for
allowing this development will benefit the local economy, apart
from just jobs - will Aquis provide funding to enrich, beautify and
improve the quality of life for people in the region?  Social Impact -
how will the negative impacts of gambling (organised crime,
prostitution be managed?).  Visual Impact & light pollution - I enjoy
living in an environment where the view is uninterrupted.  I can see
the stars at night.  The light pollution in a concern.  Local Business -
can this development guarantee it will not adversely impact the
operators in the CBD?  What are the projected impacts on my
quality of life?  Again, this development is impressive, the
consultation process is to be commended while the positive
benefits are blindingly obvious.  I would be happy to give this
project my full support knowing my concerns have been addressed
and lie with best practice and the potential negatives have
management or preventative plans in place.

1 1 1 1

CS914 Encourages gambling and anti-social behavious. 1
CS690 Very ugly - couldn't you make it pretty?  It will bring crime, ref raf to

Cairns - drugs, prostitutes, bad, bad, bad.
1

CS777 As long as development of the riverways is not changed.
Employment of locals should be a priority. Leave the community of
Yorkeys alone.

1 1

CS797 Ambitious - perhaps too big - maybe scaled back a bit. Great for
Cairns. Stadium and water park are fantastic idea. How will this
affect the rest of Cairns?

1

CRGC8 The population will change in quantity and character. 1 1
CS710 May bring in too many people. 1
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CRGC6 Future of Yorkeys Knob community - what happens after the
construction crews leave?

1

CS691 No more casinos!!  Social destruction and despair already kills so
many people in this region.

1 1

CS824 As long as the environment is improved. Can put up with
disruptions during construction. Would be concerned re casino and
its impact on locals.

1

CS820 Worried about height of towers, casino. Autonomy of
environmental body, good edea considering quality of cane fields,
employment impact - positive. Open mind

1

CS692 Against having another casino and would like it scaled down. 1
CS902 This is a wicked waste of money when there are starving and

homeless people in the world.  Another casino is something we
definitely do not need.  I would question the ethical standards not
only of someone who would build this as well as anyone who would
stay/live there.  You would do better to make it a home for
refugees.

1

CS756 Great project for Cairnsif goes ahead. Not too keen on casinos but
are part of our society.

1

CS758 Very good. Create a lot of jobs (the negative side is the Casino -
promoting gambling amongst the local residents)

1

CS905 Will the water be open for personal non-motor water sports?  Any
benefits for locals?  It is all upper class.  How about looking after the
locals and offering dicsounts?  Etc…..

1 1

CS14 Family friendly attractions most important for local community
support. Sporting/aquarium/swimming & water park excellent, as
long as affordable to access.

1

CS832 Will there be an entrance fee for locals to spend the day there? 1
CS766 Ensure full wheelchair access please 1
ZFM17 Is it open to the public or only to overseas visitors? 1
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CS848 We do hope that they offer locals discount price all year round. Is it
good for kids as well?

1

CS782 If done well it will be excellent.  Hopefully it will encourage the
Council to build a good toilet block at the beach and hopefully it will
encourage the Sun Bus Service to actually provide a good service to
Yorkeys.

1 1

CS761 I am worried about the size of the project, the impact on the
environment and flood levels, the necessity for regular dredging of
Richters Creek and the impact on Thomatis Creek and the
surrounding existing beaches. 27 storeys is far beyond anything
allowed in the area to date and is not desirable or necessary.
Yorkeys Knob is not a suitable place for a Singapore/Dubai style
resort.  The ability to bring in the number of people to fill this will
require the infrastructure to carry the clientele.

1

CS1.1 Excess people on beach 1
CS707 Worried about our beach. 1
CS764 I would like to see pedestrian access from the beach via boardwalks

like Palm Cove. Good luck with the project
1

CS812 Please do it - poor design - please have beach contact 1
CS900 Access to Kennedy Highwat for increase traffic will new access

roads be necessary?  Where to and from? Nationality of Employees
and employers - all Chinese?  Good luck with it

1

CS681 Concern about flooding - situated on flood plain and impact on
future flooding concern about size of development and impact on
environment and aesthetic of area (multi level buildings not in
keeping with surrounds).  Concern about impact on infrastructure -
roading, access delays with main road to Cairns and airport.

1 1

CS682 Don't need another casino.  Impact on established hotels and
businesses.  Does not meet building design guidelines for Cairns.

1 1 1
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CS904 I am opposed to the development.  Environmental impact is a major
concern, increased traffic and visual impact are a concern.

1

CS741 I would like more information on traffic management issues,
protection of natural vegetation in the area, how the operation will
support local jobs once running (the staff quarters implies a fly-in,
fly-out type operation).

1

CS29 Concerns about traffic, 1
CS10.1 Roads, traffic congestion 1
FGB8 There will be major peaks in traffic for construction/operational

staff
1

CS790 Think the whole thing is fantastic. Can't wait for it to start and be
finished. Great for Cairns and the population of the far north. One
concern would be traffic congestion at Yorkeys Knob roundabout.

1

CS803 Traffic issues are my concern. Golf course if very interesting 1
CRGC10 Traffic disruption - how bad will it be? 1
CS706 Existing road access - how will they handle extra traffic during

construction phase?  James Cook highway - only two lanes.
1

CS745 Visual 10 points.  Engineering huge.  We should be building an
mono rail from the city

1

CS24 Good development as long as there is access for local people and
that there is a shuttle bus service for people to visit the complex.

1

CS35 Provision of services such as transport (small buses, etc.) 1
FGT3 Transit system of transport should be considered 1
FGT7 Numbers in one vehicle (current) –v- shuttle buses 1
FGT10 Alternatives to cars need to be reliable and rapid. Current car use

extremely high
1

FGT11 Aquis is a “Cluster development itself” – needs different transport
solution to just cars and roads

1
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CS751 Suggest light rail/tram or cane train concept to connect to CBD with
resort and the wharf.  Something imaganitave and touristy.

1
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Count 2 4 20 335 2 5 16 146 5 12 17 67 27
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CS754 What profit from casino and hotel operations will be retained in Australia / Cairns.  Will there be an ongoing
commitment to improve local opportunity?

1 1

CS6 Great idea as long as government use revenue raised from gambling to go back into community 1
CS731 Very brave project.  Will the construction be developed by overseas or local construction? What is planned for sale of

residences?  What is planned for decoration of units & hotel rooms?  What is planned for employment, training of staff
and where will they be sourced from?  Who will your key form of revenuce hotels, casino or resale of residential units.
Are you committed to community & environment?

1 1 1 1 1

CS674 Good for employment for our younger generation now and in the future provided Australians get employed. Good for
Cairns and shot in the arm. Great.

1 1 1

CS746 We think the project would be the best thing for Cairns's economy and jobs. 1 1
CS755 I wholeheartedly appreciate the opportunity that is being presented to the Cairns region, this development will secure

the economic viability of FNQ to a great extent.  However, I do have some concerns about the impact of the
development on the following areas:  Economic benefit - what is the guarantee that the payroll for allowing this
development will benefit the local economy, apart from just jobs - will Aquis provide funding to enrich, beautify and
improve the quality of life for people in the region?  Local Business - can this development guarantee it will not
adversely impact the operators in the CBD?  What are the projected impacts on my quality of life?  Again, this
development is impressive, the consultation process is to be commended while the positive benefits are blindingly
obvious.  I would be happy to give this project my full support knowing my concerns have been addressed and lie with
best practice and the potential negatives have management or preventative plans in place.

1 1 1 1 1

FGB20 Social enterprise opportunities 1 1 1
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CS251 Good idea! Give job to the people especially Cairns and interstate people.  Very unique design as to hotels that you can
see in any place in the world.  I think this project will work and give Cairns the #1 destination for tourists all over the
world.  Good luck!

1 1 1 1

CS252 I think this project will help the local employment market a lot.  Far North Queensland has suffered so long for high
unemployment rate in region.  This project will bring more opportunities for local workers I think.  Moreover, more
asian tourists will be attracted to come when this project is completed.  Sooner or later tourism cam bring more
foreigner investments in region as well.  I totally welcome this project set up in Cairns.

1 1 1 1

CS58 I think this is a wonderful opportunity for Cairns economically and will ensure job security and tourism for the future.
Fantastic.

1 1 1

CS224 I hope it will boost Cairns economy, provide jobs and tourism will increase. 1 1 1
CS238 Think it is a great concept to bring tourists, job & opportunities to region. 1 1 1
CS239 Glad to see people trying to invest in a bigger and better Cairns.  I think will improve tourism and open up more job

opportunities for locals.  Thumbs up!
1 1 1

CS339 Good for rotten economy in Cairns at present.  Jobs, tourists, money - all good. 1 1 1
CS351 Very good for the area for many reason - employment, holiday 1 1 1
CS397 It seems to be a very ambitious and modern project for the region. I believe its important to the regions development as

it will create jobs and will attract even more tourists.
1 1 1

CS398 According to my opinion it’s a great idea. It will bring employment opportunities to locals, promotes tourism for
international and domestic visitors, offering more activites for local and tourists to do and see

1 1 1

CS399 A wonderful project. Jobs for the grandchildren, somewhere 'fun' to go. Just what we need.  Good Luck. 1 1 1
CS531 Very positive for the region, terrific to bring jobs, tourism, can't wait to play golf on another great course locally. Yes go

ahead
1 1 1

CS661 Can't wait. Just what Cairns needs, to bring in more tourists and create more jobs. 1 1 1
CS881 I reckon this project is good for Cairns, more tourists and more opportunities for work. 1 1 1
CS104 We need a development of this calibre, increases employment, bring big spenders into the area and expands

international travel through Cairns etc.
1 1 1

CS388 Fantastic create employment, local and international tourism.  A great step forward. 1 1 1
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CS460 This project is fantastic and must go ahead. The first international project that provides staff accommodation and
entertainment facility for locals. Your plan for a football stadium and water park will definitely win the people over but
most of all it's the emplyment opportunity that's the winner. Good luck for the future.

1 1 1

CS757 Good to know the developer won't go ahead without the community approval. Hopefully Cairns locals will be first
choice for employment and training

1 1 1

CS193 Interesting development - should be great for attracting people to our area, leading to increased employment prospects. 1 1

CS824 Can put up with disruptions during construction. Would be concerned re casino and its impact on locals. It is a project
that Cairns region badly needs. Cairns is a tourist town and needs development such as this to augment reef and
rainforest. How many mangroves will be removed?

1 1 1

CS776 It would be good to attract more tourism to the area, however it will need to benefit the local Queenslanders too. It
would be a sacriledge to just cater for the Asian market. It has to employ Australians living in Australia

1 1 1

CS827 Looks great - we need a change here in Cairns. The very pick me up we need economically. Concerned locals will be
employed both in the building / construction and then in employment.

1 1

CS84 Great job opportunity for a region hit by high unemployment.  Will benefit the region for years to come. 1 1
CS101 Great for area and will improve Cairns, great jobs. 1 1
CS103 Fantastic - plenty jobs, plenty money for economy 1 1
CS146 It will be a great asset for Cairns and will bring a lot of work and money to the town. 1 1
CS149 Absolutely fantastic for Cairns.  Jobs for our kids, money for Cairns, CBD business increase - all positives. 1 1
CS186 It will be a great asset for Cairns and bring a lot of work and money to the town. 1 1
CS208 Fantastic for job creation, employment and increased tourism. 1 1
CS209 It will be a big bonus for Far North Queensland.  It's an exciting concept and should create lots of job opportunities. 1 1

CS226 I think this project will be good for the economy, providing much needs jobs for locals. 1 1
CS248 Will benefit Cairns in many ways, economically as well as how cool would it be to work in such an awesome place. 1 1

CS277 All for it, bring it on soon Cairns desparately needs jobs and money. 1 1
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CS331 Great development for Cairns to help boost economy and job rates. 1 1
CS342 Sounds like a fantastic project for Cairns.  Awesome for employment. 1 1
CS426 Best thing to happen in Cairns. Will boost economy and job opportunities 1 1
CS429 It great idea, very good North Qld, Promote work for locals. 1 1
CS435 Think it will be a great thing for the locals, local labour to be used - fantastic. 1 1
CS448 I am here on holidays and I think it would be wonderful for the workers and people in general. It will really put Cairns on

the map even more. I love this beautiful state.
1 1

CS487 An amazing initiative which would bring huge economic benefits to not only the Cairns region, but also Qld and Aust.
This project would offer a huge boost to all employment services. Ireally hope it goes ahead. Good luck.

1 1

CS495 Should go ahead. Benefit from the area, create employment 1 1
CS504 Good advertising, good for Cairns, good for the unemployed 1 1
CS525 Great idea, Cairns economy needs something like this. Would be great if the locals got the work - building it and also

working in it once completed. We need this.
1 1

CS550 It will be wonderful development for Cairns.  Brining more jobs, entertainment, opportunities for FNQ 1 1
CS622 This development will be great for Cairns, especially if the construction and staffing is with locals and local businesses,

good luck
1 1

CS632 This complex would be a huge boost for FNQ. Apart from creating employment in construction stage, it is also long term
for future generations of cane

1 1

CS645 Very good news for the area after 5 or 6 years of no investment. A great idea for employment in the area. Also great
news for the Cairns economy

1 1

CS854 Will be positive for Cairns and great for employment. 1 1
CS770 What level of commitment will be given to local suppliers? When awarding and tendering for goods?  Will the entire

project be price driven or will there be areas that will require specialist trades companies? Thanks for considering Cairns.
1 1

CS735 I am buiding a waterpark 1 klm from theis proposal.  Hence great for us and more so Cairns city.  This is the level of
investment needed in our city.

1 1

FGT23 YK – not open late – move to 24hrs/day 1 1
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CS76 Think it will be fantastic for Cairns and will certainly put us on the map.  Will be great for tourism and give options other
than reef.  Will probably help reef , less wanting to go out.

1 1

CS113 Just what Cairns needs.  We require 6 star to attract more highend international visitors.  Asset to Cairns. 1 1 1
CS227 Great opportunity for Cairns, needs a high end market close to town and plenty of chances for growth will make Cairns

once of the top destinations.
1 1 1

CS377 I think this would be great for developing tourism, therefore improving our local economy and giving Cairns an identity
overseas.  Would be great to see it go ahead.

1 1 1

CS658 The project looks incredibly promising and paves the way for community development on a massive scale. A must have
for any tourism hot spot.

1 1

CS220 If no harm done to the environment and a plan to increase flights and Tourism to the area, I think it will be good for
Cairns.

1 1

CS114 Seems like a good way to re-boost tourism in Queensland, post recent natural disasters. 1 1
CS138 Great for Cairns economy and adds to the amount of things to do for travellers.  Good luck 1 1
CS206 Looking forward to it.  Cairns needs a project of this magnitude.  Very helpful staff. 1 1
CS246 This is something Cairns needs to bring more visitors into Cairns also for residences - something to do or to get away

from City.
1 1

CS279 Fully support the project for benefit of FNQ area.  Cairns in particular.  Welcome further tourism into the region and
growth of chinese tourism.

1 1

CS282 I love the idea and think it will save Cairns from a downsite in the tourism industry.  Cairns will grow bigger and better
with this.

1 1

CS357 Great boosr to local area and economy.  Nice to see something being built to cater for people wanting something else
other than the Reef and Rainforest.  Great design.

1 1

CS393 This would be an amazing development for the region and would promote both tourism and industry. Big tick 1 1
CS469 I think it’s a fantastic idea and wish that it will go ahead. Something like this will be great for the area and as a tourist I

would be a contributor
1 1

CS483 Good for Cairns economy and good for tourism - good for locals to have and to enjoy 1 1
CS558 It'll be good for the area and economy - more people and tourists 1 1
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CS580 Great for Cairns economy and tourism - hope it goes ahead 1 1
CS648 Let's go - what are we waiting for. Cairns is in decline, people are moving out because we have less tourist coming to

Cairns. Aquis will stimulate confidence in Cairns and encourage further development
1 1

CS877 Great opportunity for region for employment and tourism. 1 1
CS880 It is very good for local people and tourists. 1 1
CS887 This is a great project for the NQ area and Cairns city.  I provide my full support for the project to go ahead and become

the major tourist attraction we need to complement what we already have.  Fantastic opportunity for our region.
1 1

CS891 Can't wait.  Definitely what Cairns needs.  Cairns people in general are all about tourism and this will definitely drive and
boost tourism and economy for Cairns.  Let's make it happen.

1 1

FGT16 Opportunity to grow new enterprise 1 1
CS41 Have read the complete project overview and support the development 100%.  This will be one of the greatest

developments Cairns has seen and would certainly improve the economy and really put the region on the showcase to
the rest of the world.  I have already encouraged a number of people who are skeptical to visit the website to get a
better understanding on what is involved.  Lets make it happen.

1 1

CS65 This is at last a world class resort with imaginative architectural design needed for a well overdue injection for a fabulous
destination.

1 1

CS197 Excellent for Cairns. Needed for our growth.  Finally we have the opportunity to stand apart from the country. 1 1
CS262 It's a beneficial project and it will help to improve the tourism sector in Cairns.  This will appeal Cairns on the world map

as the 8th wonder of the world.
1 1

CS264 Can't wait for this to happen.  Great chance to put Cairns on the international stage.  About time progress happened at
Yorkeys Knob - nothing has happened there for years.  So exciting.

1 1

CS349 Very excitied will put Cairns on the map. 1 1
CS505 It should be a real shot in the arm for Cairns economy and p ut Cairns further on the world map for tourism 1 1
CS629 I am excited to be living in Cairns now. This is such a wonderful, progressive development. Congratulations for having

the vision and fortitude to bring this to our country
1 1
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CS736 My family have lived in Yorkeys for 39 years.  I am not fully opposed to the Aquis Resort, however, I am very concerned
about higher land rate rises as we already have higher land rates in this area compared to other cities.  Also the amount
of airplanes.  The 4.10 to 5.20am flights from Perth & Japan wake me as the noise is very loud.  So imagine the constant
noise from planes to bring in Chinese tourists to fill the resort.  There would have to be so many planes.  Also flooding.  I
remember the day when boats had to bring my father home from work as the road was flooded.  Yorkeys Knob is a
beautiful place to live.  I am sure you are aware of this beautie.  It is untouched.  Yorkeys mined the developments 30
years ago at Palm Cove - Trinity Beach.  So now it is Yorkeys turn for organisations to consider this area for world wide
development.  I must admit that your plans look really beautiful and its probably what Cairns needs for the future.  If
you have taken care of flooding in your resort area, is that going to have a reprocussion of flooding Yorkeys Knob area at
the knob?

1

CS722 Fantastic, best thing to happen since Christopher Skage.  Though needs to be given to the quantity of staff
accommodation that is built.  Limiting this will stimulate the external housing/building sector - a win win for Cairns.

1

CS492 I am very excited with the project. Cairns needs a project to inject the progress for FNQ. I feel we will all benefit with the
progression. We would need to update all services, roads, hospital, water, airport - yes, yes, go ahead

1

CS797 Ambitious - perhaps too big - maybe scaled back a bit. Great for Cairns. Stadium and water park are fantastic idea. How
will this affect the rest of Cairns?

1

CS237 Very needed development - this will have an immense effect on the area comercially & socially. 1
CS790 Think the whole thing is fantastic. Can't wait for it to start and be finished. Great for Cairns and the population of the far

north. One concern would be traffic congestion at Yorkeys Knob roundabout.
1

CS91 To be a member of community I just want say nothing against environment and I know it will grow business for Cairns
and Community.  Thanks for doing business in Cairns.

1

CS204 The projects concepts seem extremely well planned and although the footprint is large, seems not a lot of
environmental impact.  We welcome the economic opportunity the project will bring to Cairns.

1

CS457 I would love to see the project go ahead, it will be good for Cairns and flood mitigation 1
CS734 Looks great!  A great boost for Cairns.  Just wondering hoe the crocodiles will be kept out of the man made lake? 1

CS11.1 Not economically or socially positive for the Cairns Region, only economically positive for a few corporate kingpins. 1
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CS2.2 Holidayers stay at resort and not visit other facilities or shops 1
ZFM12 All the money will go overseas, what’s in it for the locals? 1
CS808 Wold bring prosperity to the area but would be concerned with visual impact. 1
CS273.1 As long as it helps the locals as well. 1
CS763 Cairns needs a big project to kick start the economy. It looks very big though. Is it too big for Cairns? 1
CS789 Sounds like a good proposal and will help stimulate the economy of Cairns. I support the project as long as Cairns is not

forgotten
1

CS830 As property owners in Yorkeys Knob we are excited about the positive effect this development will have on property
value. Aesthetically the resort buildings are a bit over bearing, but the lake, stadium, cultural precinct and water park
are fantastic additions. The Golf course should not compete withHalf Moon Bay - perhaps this can be modified to
complement this existing facility. Bring it on

1

CS54 Very happy as a long term resident that finally sone great development is going ahead in the area.  As it is such a high
potentail region that has in the past always been left behind.  Can't wait.

1

CS56 This project would boost local economy. 1
CS60 Cairns needs Resort for economic reasons. 1
CS62 Positive and hope it has a beneficial effect - enhance economy. 1
CS68 It will be very good for Cairns. 1
CS71 Should be good for Cairns. 1
CS74 Great for FNQ 1
CS75 So happy to see a complex as this for Cairns. 1
CS77 The shot in the arm that Cairns needs today and in the future. 1
CS92 Should be good for the area. 1
CS95 Should be great for Cairns 1
CS99 We think that it will be a great asset for Cairns 1
CS120 Cairns needs this development.  The sooner the better. 1
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CS121 This is a brilliant idea, Cairns needs this development.  It couldn't come at a better time.  Many thanks and good luck. 1

CS123 Hopefully this is approved.  Cairns needs it. 1
CS124 Please make sure you can bring this to Yorkeys Knob.  Just what Cairns needs. 1
CS132 Fantastic - economic 1
CS133 Hope it goes ahead, good for Cairns 1
CS136 Great for the entire NQ area, will have a huge positive impact. 1
CS139 Looks fantastic.  Great for Cairns. 1
CS140 I think it would be the greatest thing to happen to Cairns & Australia in general.  A win, win proposition in my eyes. 1

CS152 This is what Cairns needs, bring it on. 1
CS156 A shot in the arm for Cairns - well done. 1
CS157 Cairns needs this. 1
CS158 Great for the local area. 1
CS159 Good for Cairns economy 1
CS160 No concerns.  Wonderful for the community, traffic and roads. 1
CS162 Seems really cool.  Amazing idea, I believe it will bring good economy to our struggling community. 1
CS171 Will be good for Cairns 1
CS172 It will be good for Cairns growth and economy 1
CS173 Fantastic! Really support this going ahead.  Exactly what this region needs. 1
CS175 Fully in favour of project and can see many economic benefits for the region. 1
CS176 Wonderful for the region.  Cairns needs this project to go ahead. 1
CS179 A great project for the Cairns regional area.  Best wishes and we hope all the approvals to go happen quickly. 1
CS180 Very impressice, should be good for Cairns 1
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CS181 Is something that will make Cairns move forward. 1
CS184 Great for Cairns future. 1
CS187 Would be good for the economy 1
CS188 Very exciting: one of many developments in the Cairns region - hopefully. 1
CS189 It is a good project for Cairns.  This will bring more opportunities for the north of Queensland. 1
CS195 Very exciting development for Cairns.  Looking forward to seeing the finished product in 2018. 1
CS196 Cairns needs this! 1
CS203 Brilliant for Cairns, bring it on quickly. 1
CS212 Looks great, has a lot of potential of sports and recreation.  Just what we need in Cairns. 1
CS221 Fantastic for Cairns, hope it starts construction soon. 1
CS222 Excellent for Cairns. 1
CS225 Will be great for Cairns economy and all industries 1
CS228 Think it is good for Cairns and the area. 1
CS233 Hurry, we need this. 1
CS235 This would be great for Cairns, it is just what we need. 1
CS236 Very good for local area. 1
CS240 I think it is a great prohject.  Should be very beneficial to the area. 1
CS241 What a great idea.  Such a benefit for our area. 1
CS245 Great to see confidence in FNQ 1
CS250 Looks great and will be good for area. 1
CS256 Good plan.  Cairns city needs to improve its product and attitude to meet future challenges.  Move on Cairns. 1
CS258 Great design.  Just what Cairns needs.  Good luck Tony, behind you all the way. 1
CS261 Please go ahead, very good for Cairns. 1



Regional  economy Jobs Tourism

ID Question/Issue

Ga
m

bl
in

g 
re

ve
nu

e

Re
gi

on
al

 S
up

pl
y

ca
pa

ci
ty

Im
pa

ct
 o

n 
lo

ca
l

bu
sin

es
se

s

Lo
ca

l b
en

ef
its

Ca
ne

la
nd

 lo
ss

Re
te

nt
io

n 
of

 p
ro

fit
lo

ca
lly

Lo
ca

l v
 F

or
ei

gn
 la

bo
ur

Lo
ca

l j
ob

s

Tr
ai

ni
ng

Du
pl

ica
tio

n

In
te

gr
at

io
n

im
pr

ov
e 

no
s &

 p
ro

du
ct

Im
pr

ov
e 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l

CS267 Good start for a new era in Cairns as time moves on. 1
CS268 Excellent growth opportunity for the Cairns region.  Excited to see it go forward. 1
CS271 If the people of Cairns don't accept this development Cairns will never progress.  Wonderful plan.  This land is not

prestine, has been farm for 80 years ago.
1

CS274 Looking forward ot the project beginning.  This will be the best single project Cairns has ever seen.  The benefits for the
region will be huge.

1

CS278 I think it would boost Cairns economy greatly, look forward ot the progress. 1
CS290 Excellent proposal for the betterment of the Cairns region. 1
CS292 Absolutely fantastic positive venture for Cairns. 1
CS296 Just what our region needs! 1
CS297 Go for it, it is something the Cairns area needs greatly. 1
CS304 I vist Cairns 8 times per year and I think this would be great for the area, yes, yes, yes. 1
CS306 I hopt it all goes ahead.  Cairns needs something new.  Good Luck. 1
CS309 Excellent development.  Would be so good for Cairns.  Very impressed by the way the community has been informed

with the office in Cairns Central.  The development looks impressive.  I really hope the development is fully approved
asap.

1

CS311 Fantastic - brilliant, is what Cairns needs. 1
CS312 I think it will be great for Cairns. 1
CS314 I think it is a great idea.  Will be so good for Cairns 1
CS319 Just what we need.  Location will enhance the area. 1
CS320 It would be great to have something like this.  They better not try and stop this. 1
CS332 Great idea for North Queensland 1
CS333 Would be positive for Cairns 1
CS336 Very nice project, definitely just what FNQ needs.  Good luck 1
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CS338 Excellent news for the region if and when it gets the green light. 1
CS346 This will be a boom for Cairns' economy and hope it benefits Cairns locals. 1
CS352 Very impressive, most needed to ensure the future of Cairns.  It's time to let go of the past and embrace the future.

100% support.
1

CS353 I hope it goes ahead.  It will be great for the Cairns Region. 1
CS355 A great move forward for Cairns and FNQ 1
CS360 Looking forward to seeing the project started.  A great boost to Cairns. 1
CS367 Amazing concept.  Just what Cairns needs.  110% for it. 1
CS374 All for the project looks great.  Cairns needs it. 1
CS375 Cairns needs this!  Great all round. Hope it goes ahead. 1
CS376 Very good plan, should get the go ahead.  This would boost the local economy 1
CS378 Just what Cairns needs. 1
CS379 Fantastic Cairns needs this development 1
CS382 I really hope this can happen soon - best thing for Cairns 1
CS384 Great prospect for local economy.  Hope it gets the go ahead. 1
CS387 Hope it becomes approved. Great for Cairns 1
CS390 Great news for Cairns 1
CS394 Great idea! Will do the region a world of good. 1
CS395 Good investment for Cairns 1
CS396 I think its great project for Cairns 1
CS401 Dream result for Cairns 1
CS404 Good for local economy and surrounding regions 1
CS406 Excellent idea, well thought out, what Cairns needs. 1
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CS410 Good project. It will certainly help Cairns economy a lot. 1
CS413 It's good for people living in Cairns 1
CS414 It will be a good thing for Yorkeys Knob 1
CS419 Something like this would be wonderful for Cairns and district. Hopefully it will get the nod. 1
CS420 It think it is a great development as it will increase the value of Cairns, also the road to Yorkeys finally will not flood

anymore
1

CS421 My wife and I wish the project will go ahead. It will be good for Cairns. It will improve the economy of the area. 1
CS424 I believe this project will have huge impact on Cairns future. I hope there will not be any objections against this

development.
1

CS428 Fantastic for Cairns 1
CS437 Great development for our area 1
CS443 Sounds great, Cairns needs this 1
CS444 We hope this project goes ahead. It will be very good for Cairns 1
CS447 A fantastic idea, just what Cairns needs, well done 1
CS451 Grand plan. Would be great for Cairns. Good Luck 1
CS463 A great injection into our economy 1
CS464 Cairns needs this NOW 1
CS465 Excellent concept & project, as a resident and owner at Yorkeys Knob I wholeheartedly support this project. It will be

good for Cairns and Yorkeys Knob.
1

CS466 Great idea, a great improvement that Cairns needs 1
CS467 Let it happen, I think it would be great for Cairns 1
CS468 Absolutely fabulous for Cairns, we need this 1
CS475 Awesome development - great for the northern beaches 1
CS477 Great for Cairns 1
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CS478 We own a unit at Yorkeys Knob and am in great favour of this going ahead - even if it needs to be scaled back, great for
Cairns and whole area

1

CS479 Hope it does go ahead, Will be great for Cairns region 1
CS480 Good luck, Cairns needs this, the whole town hopes it goes ahead 1
CS486 Inspirational - great for North Queensland 1
CS490 Fantastic idea - love your project - so good for Cairns - thank you Mr Fung 1
CS500 Hope it gets up and running, would love a significant and positive effect on the region 1
CS503 It would be great for Cairns area 1
CS509 Hoping the community have the foresight to realize this project is a major advantage to the future of this area. It is

almost a necessity
1

CS510 I think it will be good for Cairns and the residents of Yorkeys Knob. All the people at our community centre are in favour
of this development

1

CS513 Hope it goes ahead - will be great for Cairns 1
CS514 Great for Cairns, we need this 1
CS515 A great project for Cairns 1
CS518 Fantastic opportunity for Cairns and for the confidence of Cairns 1
CS521 All positive, will be a positive for Cairns and FNQ 1
CS530 Excellent presentation - make sure it proceeds, it will enhance Cairns. Congratulations to owners - great vision. Reminds

me of Daikyo as I was the General Manager of Daikyo Real Estate
1

CS534 Great for the region 1
CS535 I feel it is a brilliant idea. It is wonderful that such a man would consider this for Cairns. It can't happen soon enough.

Great for Cairns.
1

CS536 Excellent idea. Cairns desparately needs this 1
CS539 Best thing for Cairns - 100% 1
CS540 Looing forward to seeing more about it. Cairns needs this. Very nice people working this 1
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CS541 Excellent development. Great for our region 1
CS543 Great idea, we need something positive to happen to Cairns and this will be it. 1
CS544 Best thing for Cairns ever - go Tony 1
CS559 Fantastic project, books wonderful, now lets go Ella Bay. FNQ needs more developments like this 1
CS560 Good - we need it 1
CS561 Great concept. Will be wonderful for Cairns and whole of FNQ - good luck 1
CS562 It's good to see this sort of development for the Cairns area 1
CS565 Fantastic Project. Badly needed up here 1
CS567 Terrific and badly needed. Thank you 1
CS568 Good luck - great project for Cairns . We look forward to it starting 1
CS569 Great initiative for Cairns 1
CS570 We fully support the project - what is needed for growth in Cairns 1
CS67.2 Enhance existing business and new business. 1
CS518.1 A future finally for our town, our kids, and for business.  Well done Tony Fung 1
CS572 Great for Cairns.  Please do it. 1
CS573 Good project to be implemented - future growth for Cairns area.  Exciting concept 1
CS575 Very good for Cairns and area 1
CS576 Fantastic project for a beautiful part of Australia. I really hope this project happens as it will be very great for Cairns. 1

CS577 Great development good for the area 1
CS578 I think it is a great idea and great for Yorkeys Knob and the whole Cairns area. We haven't had this kind of development

for a long time.
1

CS579 Great development for the area.  Hope that the project proceeds 1
CS583 Fantastic, it is something we need. 1
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CS585 Amazing, will be a great asset to the region 1
CS586 Great for the area, can't happen soon enough 1
CS588 Excellent opportunity for Cairns 1
CS590 It will be a great project for the Cairns area - total support 1
CS593 It would be great for Cairns if it proceeds. 1
CS595 I strongly support this project. It lookds brilliant and can't wait to see this coming through. This would boost the

economy of Cairns dramatically.
1

CS598 Just what Cairns needs 1
CS600 Could be good for local economy 1
CS601 Will be great for Cairns and residents 1
CS603 Fantastic & wat is sorely needed for Cairns. Great vision and a beautiful part of Cairns for an innovative project. Please

Build
1

CS608 Think it's fantastic for Cairns, Please go ahead - looks incredible 1
CS611 Great for Cairns 1
CS624 I think this is very good for Cairns 1
CS628 Amazing. Needs to go up as soon as possible. Just what the region needs 1
CS631 Great - Cairns really needs this 1
CS635 We need this kind of thing in Cairns. We love to see this in Cairns. I fully agree with this plan. Thanks for chasing Cairns

for your plan. Thank you
1

CS638 Wow - bring it on - the concept touches on all the things we badly need in Cairns 1
CS639 Very interested in this project. Good for the township 1
CS643 Will be great for Cairns, Interested in apartment 1
CS644 I think the development is terrific and will be fabulous thing for Cairns and QLD 1
CS649 Looks like an awesome development that will benefit North Qld 1
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CS651 Go ahead as fast as you can do it. Good for entire NQ. Will start multiplier effect through many industry sectors. 1
CS656 Loods superb - great for Cairns 1
CS657 Sounds like the best thing to happen to Cairns ever 1
CS659 Thoughtfully designed - welcome in Cairns region 1
CS660 Think Cairns would benefit overal from this project 1
CS662 Very good plan to boost Cairns tourism and economy. We will look forward to year 2018 for its completion 1
CS665 Best thing for Cairns in years 1
CS668 An excellent project - it will be such a great benefit to Cairns community and QLD 1
CS670 Great for Cairns and the region 1
CS672 I think it is a great opportunity for Cairns, a boost to our economy 1
CS800 Great for the north - whole area. Include a V8 race track 1
CS837 Seems like a great plan and a huge boost for Cairns. Hopefully everything turns out well 1
CS859 Will be great for Cairns and the Far North.  Shoulde definitely go ahead. 1
CS863 Hope this project happens.  Great for Cairns & Yorkeys Knob. 1
CS866 Cairns needs a new life and this would bring it on. 1
CS867 I believe this project would be great for Cairns. 1
CS868 Wonderful for Cairns. 1
CS871 Cairns needs this to happen. 1
CS875 Looks great and great for the area. 1
CS893 Very good for the area. 1
CS894 Will be good for Cairns 1
CS126 Very modern, will boost trade. 1
CS2 How much money will stay in Australia 1
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ZFM13 Is there a ‘local buy’ principle for local companies? 1
FGB13 Risk – what if it doesn’t go ahead? Business expectation already 1
FGB14 How can we develop resilience in the local economy? 1
FGB15 How can we make it a win/win for local economy? 1
CS484 If approved this will be amazing to Cairns. Hopefully local business will be used for the construction and ongoing

development of the project. Brilliant for the region.
1 1

CS566 Looks like a good development. Would bring economy to Cairns. Will be sad to lose more sugar cane though 1
CS903 This is not needed in Cairns.  It has been proved (in Africa) that chinese workers, builders caters hotel staff, tourist

operators will be brought from China and very few locals will be employed.  Please leave us be, thank you.
1 1

CS741 I would like more information on traffic management issues, protection of natural vegetation in the area, how the
operation will support local jobs once running (the staff quarters implies a fly-in, fly-out type operation).

1

CS740 Think this is too ambitious.  Can't understand how Cairns is going to sustain this in short and long term - economically &
environmentally.  Who is going to build this, Chinese workers or local workers? Its not going to be pretty & blue
watered, its going to be muddy.  Does the end justify the means?  Would appreciate more information.

1

CS682 Don't need another casino.  Impact on established hotels and businesses. 1 1
CS915 I am totally opposed to this project.  It will destroy our community bringing thousands of people to an areas that is

overflowing with traffic resulting in pollution, accidents and a deteriation of the of the quality of life for residents.  The
Barrier Reef will be affected - which is more important to Cairns economy than the profit & greed of a Chinese business
man and his cohorts.

1

CS762 This is a totally inappropriate development for this area and indeed entire Cairns - on environmental and social grounds.
I trust it will go to both strict State and Federal Environmental assessment, and not be subject to anything underhand or
corrupt. We also should not be 'selling' out our land to O/S investors for their benefit only to detriment of local
residents.

1 1

CS685 I am concerned that so many Aussie icons, companies etc. are owned by Chinese.  I am Australian, sorry not being racist
but this guy has bought enough, they will never buy me.

1
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CS683 Too high, doesn't fit with Cairns.  Proximity to airport, will this affect flight paths?  Will jobs for locals stop once
construction is over?  Turning Cairns into Dubai.  Concerned about effects on other hotels and tourism companies.

1 1 1 1

CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns people are 50% of the employees. All construction to be
done by Australian Builders.  That rates are beachfront as the council can afford keeping the beachfront in
Environmental Excellant condition. That the Aquis have it's own sewage

1 1

CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?  How will the matural environment be protected
during the construction phase of development - water run off, pollution etc?  What percentage of staff are expected to
live onsite?  And how many locals are expected to be employed?

1 1

CS715 Its ugly.  Why do you have staff accommodation onsite instead of using existing housing in Cairns?  Please explain the
9,000 to 10,000 job figures?  What concessions will they be wanting from Qld Government or CRC i.e. visas etc?

1 1

CS717 Why does this need 1800 staff accommodation if you are planning on employing locals. I think this is too big for that
area.

1 1

CS900 Source of drinking water sufficient or?  Sewerage disposeal - ok, but in west seaon or flooding?  Useof dredging spoil
say instead of sumping offshore like spoil from Trinity Inlet.  Could development utilise this spoil?  Creek outlets to small
to service cleansing onto Reef or out to sea.  Water quality /acid sulphate soil.  Mangroves?  Option exists to plant more.
Early fish and crab life utilise these - may be doing this - hold off Greenies.  Waterway - will it be used for what use
besides fighting fires.  Is Resort under or close to flight path - that exists at present / future.  Access to Kennedy Highwat
for increase traffic will new access roads be necessary?  Where to and from? Nationality of Employees and employers -
all Chinese?  Good luck with it

1 1

CS4 My only concern is Aquis bringing in foreign cheaper labour for roles. I want assurances that local jobs come first. IN
WRITING.

1 1

CS28.3 availability of employment for locals once it is up & running, having noticed that Sushi Train only employs Japanese. 1 1

CS535.1 I would like to see that Cairns locals get the jobs involved and not outsourced to others. 1 1
ZFM16 Who will work there – overseas workers on 457 visas or locals? 1 1
CS911 The height is concerning.  How much will it impact on the community?  There are also concerns on how it will impact

upon the Cattana Wetlands and the Half Moon Bay Creek?  Also, why are there staff quarters?
1
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CS275 Looking forward to the increase in jobs and tourism in Cairns. 1 1
CS347 I think it will be very beneficial tourism in Cairns.  It will provide great jobs for locals.  It is a bit far out of town which is

inconvenient but a great idea.
1 1

CS488 I would love to see this project approved. Great idea to boost Cairns jobs and tourism. I hope I can get a job somewhere.
I would love to be a part of expanding Cairns.

1 1

CS767 This will bring jobs to the community. Great for tourist attraction 1 1
CS872 Looking forward to it.  I live in Smithfield and I think it will boost the area so well.  Good for employment & tourism. 1 1

CS434 Create work for local, put North Qld on the map 1 1
CS811 Think the area needs a development to bging jobs and money. Just hope it doesn't spoil Yorkeys and put local

businesses out of business
1

FGB19 Indigenous jobs and training – opportunities within large development at various skills and interest levels 1 1
CS795 I think its great in terms of the economy / jobs boost but feel hesitant about the effects it could have spoiling everything

Cairns stands for - the peace, tranquility, nature, reef and rainforest. We moved here to get away from big city bustle
and hope that it won't impact oo much

1

CS777 As long as development of the riverways is not changed. Employment of locals should be a priority. Leave the
community of Yorkeys alone.

1

CS147 A great opportunity to create jobs in the area.  Looks like an exciting development considering all the environmental &
social impacts.

1

CS293 A true high class development plan.  Benefit in community structures.  Great opportunity for education / employment -
let's begin.

1

CS21 Positive towards employment, for construction and ongoing. 1
CS820 Worried about height of towers, casino. Autonomy of environmental body, good edea considering quality of cane fields,

employment impact - positive. Open mind
1

CS758 Very good. Create a lot of jobs (the negative side is the Casino - promoting gambling amongst the local residents)
Excellent

1

CS832 Will be great for employment if it is local people getting significant share of the jobs. Will there be an entrance fee for
locals to spend the day there?

1
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CS925 Good for Cairns economy, if the resident come to town and do the "tourist circuit". Hopefully a lot of local people will
be employed during construction and afterwards (not all imported from the south east and other states).  A bit
concerned about he crocodiles and the ecology.  Have been several times at Sun City (South Africa) and if it works in the
desert, it can work at Yorkeys Knob.

1

CS799 Have reservations about the size of the project. Realise I don't know about the higher market, but know people are
fickle and can switch their focus to another destination. Woul like to think local people will be employed or else the
benefit to the local community will be lessened. It will put pressure on the roads and airport. Environment is of concern.
Hope the 'mission statement' is followed avidly. Otherwise good luck.

1

CS16.1 Hopefully help the locals with jobs and most importantly that it does not interfere with the ecosystem - we are
fortunate to have the rainforest and the reef, we must preserve, respect & enjoy this beautiful part of the world.

1

CS679 Hiring local staff but have accommodation for 1800 employees.  Really doesn't help local job as most live in area
already!

1

CS725 Worried once contract goes to southern company that skilled labour will not be used from Cairns.  Presently a large
volume of Cairns locals are working away in NT/WA etc. in oil, gas, mines and would rather work here in Cairns for this
project to be at home with family.  contracted company needs to exhaust Cairns locals (skilled0 people.  Should be in the
contract.  Most other contracts, hospital, souther road have only been employing from down south.

1

CS17 We would like to see most of the jobs go to the far north people first 1
CS20.1 I hope deals are ready to ensure staff, supplies, etc. are sourced locally - during construction and on and ongoing basis. 1

CS772 Absolutely positive for the development. Providing it employs locals for the building and when finished in the hospitality
and administration

1

CS774 Hope to see approval and use of local trades 1
CS788 Will be good if locals are used in development 1
CS793 This development would be fantastic. The height of buildings is a real concern. Norhing over six stories. Hopefully local

people will be employed. I wish the developer all the best.
1

CS814 Exciting development - if the steel work stays in the area 1
CS15 Great for employment 1
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CS47 Very excited about the whole project, really looking forward to being part of construction and onward maintenance and
servicing of the complex.

1

CS53 I would very much approve of this development.  Would create employment, beautify the area to a great degree.  Be a
wonderful expansion for Cairns.

1

CS134 Good thing for Cairns - jobs, no concerns. 1
CS141 Very keen for this to go ahead, bringing job opportunities to the area. 1
CS202 Very impressive and will lead to future job opportunities. 1
CS214 This is what we need it gives more jobs. 1
CS216 In favour, Cairns desperately needs a development like this. 1
CS266 This project will employ many of our trades in this region. 1
CS280 Be good idea, will create jobs for Cairns. 1
CS285 Good job opportunities for locals. 1
CS288 All in favour, good prospects for grandchildrens employment 1
CS305 Think it would be great.  Creat a lot of jobs for a town struggling. 1
CS327 Design looks great.  More jobs and training 1 1
CS330 More jobs 1
CS341 Great idea for community especially beaches.  Jobs! 1
CS359 Am very interested in working on something as great as this as great as it will be. 1
CS389 Great idea, brings modernity to the area, jobs and an icon, go for it. 1
CS391 Very supportive.  Please employ locals. 1
CS407 Fabulous, we need developments that keep our young people in Cairns, everyone we know has lost their children to

work in southern states.
1

CS453 Very good for Cairns, may the work stay local 1
CS470 If you need an earthmoving contractor I have excavators and bobcats. Great project, Cairns needs this, I'm a local and

my family have lived in Cairns since 1890.
1
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CS476 This is fantastic, I hope to participate in construction 1
CS481 It will be great for the community, bring work to the area. Something new, something diffeent, I'm all for it. 1
CS537 Brilliant, well thought out, excellent, very good for Cairns employment.  Visual aspect pleasing to the eyes. 1
CS276.1 Great for creating jobs. 1
CS574 I am very interested in applying for a nursing position. The development is EXCELLENT for Cairns. Thank you. 1
CS615 I've been bricklaying all my life so the greatest feeling is opportunities for apprentices, which we've had a 20 year lull. 1

CS675 Good for hiring younger locals 1
CS870 Good job opportunities. 1
CS20.2 Let's get our jobseekers learning Mandarin now to give them a head start! 1
CS135 Jobs and elevators 1
CS552 Wow! Lots of jobs for Cairns 1
CS361.1 I am an executive coach that is interested in offering potential coaching and services to overseas clients.  My hope is to

be able to offer a professional service to enable clients to be able to claim part or of all their trip as a taxable benefit.
1

FGB17 Training – continues on-site for length of apprenticeship 1 1
FGB18 Connection to job seeker market needed 1
CS609 Make sure to use local trades 1
CS676 I am not sure yet what to think of it.  Pros: Yes, lots of work potential for Cains maybe? Who speaks Chinese here, will

employees be from China?
1

CS732 Interested about finding out more like jobs created to build and to maintain after completed. 1
CS786 Interested in employment opportunities / investments. 1
CS817 Would like to see local contractors used where possible 1
CS39 Will there be a guarantee of local employment? To what percentage? 1
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CS2.1 Local - how many local jobs 1
CS9.1 Local employment or imported workers? 1
ZFM14 How many jobs will there be in the resort, the golf course, the water park? 1
ZFM15 What sort of jobs will there be for locals? 1
CS833 Housing staff for 1800 pax.  What is % of Chinese staff to local population? 1
CS843 Could you please advise on actual start dates of various constructions and also how will staff be selected and considered

after completion, ie. as per first selection process and what opportunities will current residents have.
1

CS680 I also disagree with having another casino.  This will kill the CBD and add another nail in the coffin.  Lets hope the Cairns
Chamber of Commerce and Advance Cairns will consider these issues as well.  I would also hope that the proponents
have talks with groups who deal with gambling issues in FNQ.  They need to be consulted is this proposal goes ahead.

1 1 1

FGT12 Port Douglas regional impacts – what is the ‘suck’ out of PD due to this development (KPMG report?) 1 1 1
CS806 Very nice complex. Concerns on taking business from current businesses in Cairns. Plus - will bring more tourists to the

city.
1 1 1

CS279.1 Meanwhile purchase Paradise Palms to retain continuity of those facilities. 1 1
CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as to long-term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with

land.  Access in and out, pollution, damage to exisitng hotel and accommodation.  Increase in air traffic, noise &
polluting fuels etc.

CS921 Very future - looks pretty cool.  Hopefully satisfies all environmental issues that might arise.  Also, hopeful tourism will
sustain the pull northward from Cairns city.  Look forward to seeing it in action.

1

CS727 Development far too big for current tourist numbers.  Does the development cause problems for the airport in regards
to noise abatement procedures and approach splays infringement.  How will it be protected from flood or tidal surge.  Is
the aim to force the reef casino to close, as Brisbane, sYdney and Melbourne have only 1 each and their population runs
in the millions.

1

CS9 Resort may detract from existing tourist resources. Possible duplicaiton of tourist facilities, eg. Cultural centres,
Tjapukai, Casino, Aquarium, Convention Centre

1
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CS677 Do we really need another casino? 1
CS702 Concerned about local city business losing business to Yorkeys Knob. 1
CS906 Enough resorts already. 1
CS25.1 Providing it doesn't take away from our local casino & other venues. 1 1
CS804 Good idea, some reservations as to if it would take away from current business but if projections are accurate, shouldn't

have that effect.
1 1

FGT27 Staffing – ‘suck’ out of existing facilities eg hotels, construction, tourism operators 1 1 1
FGT13 Change of profile is positive and negative for this region – GBR, but what about Cairns? 1
FGB5 YK marina – 230 berths and large vessels.  how to accommodate Aquis visitors when only 5mins from resort 1
FGT1 Tourists – drop-off ad pick up at operators around Cairns, not just airport to resort – morning and afternoon

simultaneously
1

FGT5 Cruise liner traffic – set down and pick at terminal 1
FGT8 YK marina – white  boats/super boats – what is the intended capacity 1
FGT15 Airport agreements with services providers – hard to compete eg rentals 1
FGT21 Move stadium to town – it’s a local focus 1
FGT30 Encourage engagement between Tourist Industry and proponent on marketing/branding 1
FGT31 Keep the linkage between Cairns and GBR 1
FGT34 Engagement/planning with operators prior to opening – to respond to peak times of opening and visitations for various

tours and types of attractions
1

CS633 Theatre to be used to put on show with Cairns Choral Society 1
FGT9 Ongoing connection to the city – how will this be assured? 1
FGT14 What are the choke points in capacity for this region on a tourist basis? Eg how many visitors can one operator take

before its at capacity and looses its appeal all together.
1 1 1 1

CS742 What about being in ther flight path, sandflies, landscaping with trees/schrubs not palms and becoming a crocodile
habitat?  Is there anything for tourists to actually do besides seeding degraded GB Reef?

1
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CS780 Great concept, grand design. I feel it may be too big a project and would prefer stages and time for the people of Cairns
to accommodate such a massive influx of tourists - it may sour relations in the future. Otherwise - well done

1 1

CS809 We like this very much but believe that extra entertainment would attract Chinese who like other things than Casinos 1

CS51 Fantastic, needed in Cairns.  Why not be difference and meet tourist demands.  Hope everything goes ahead. 1
CS165 Targeting the 5 star market is what Cairns needs.  Congratulations and good luck. 1 1
CS177 Great development and amenities for tourists and locals alike to benefit from this meag-resort and infrastructure. 1

CS218 The project looks very impressive and once completed will be a major tourist and local attraction.  Looking forward to
seeing the project kick off.

1

CS229 Will be excellent for a boost of tourism in our area. 1 1
CS247 I think it’s a great project and will boost the tourism industry in Cairns.  I am sure everyone will love it. 1
CS254 Really think it should go ahead. It is about time Cairns had something that stands out. 1
CS343 Hopsitality wise - great large development.  Cairns needs something like this.  Get out of it's box a bit. 1
CS350 Will be great for Cairns. Left Cairns and recently came back and thinking it all looks a bit tired.  Maybe this injection will

freshen it up.
1 1

CS372 Great for Cairns. Love the stadium, waterworld, golf course and all the facilities that can be used by locals and tourists
alike

1 1

CS403 Good for Cairns tourism 1 1
CS461 What a great magnetic prospective, love the staff accommodation in a plush world class for Cairns to be recognised on

tourism destination
1

CS497 I think its great and hope it goes ahead. It will put a new and good looking view for tired old Cairns and surrounds 1 1

CS547 I really want the casino and stuff especially the water park to go on because in Cairns we don't really have anything like
this

1

CS581 I think it is a great idea - great for tourism and work opportunities - we need it to go ahead 1
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CS592 Great idea, good location, will attract a lot of tourists. 1
CS7.2 this will be fantastic and reinvigorate our international status. 1
CS64 Lets go - Cairns region needs this type of world class development. 1
CS358 This will be the best casino in Australian profile.  Gambler - if you build this I will come with my money. 1 1
CS368 Fantastic opportunity to put Cairns back on the tourist map. 1
CS493 I wholeheartedly support this development going ahead and it would put Cairns right up there on the world map. Bring

it on soon.
1

CS398.1 Will promote more international tourists and Cairns will get more popularity and get known on international sector. 1
CS855 Wonderful, fingers, toes crossed.  Put Cairns on the world map.  Amazing.  Come on Cairns back this up. 1
FGT19 Chinese market currently 2 nights, seasonal family numbers, diversity of market 1 1 1
FGT26 Need to understand Gross Regional Product 1
FGT18 KPMG methodology behind the numbers? What are the assumptions? 1
W1 Can only be a positive move for Cairns/Qld. Go for it, and do not listen to the vocal minority. We need this, and it has

our (the silent majority) full support. 1
W4 I am a resident of Yorkeys Knob and would love to see this project go ahead. It would be a real boost for our community;

it would inject new life into the area and bring tourists and business expansion opportunities. I fully support this project
going ahead. 1

W5 We look forward to the development and increased economic benefits for the area 1
W7 We are in full support of your project well done can’t wait to see the finished resort (as a owner of an investment

property in Yorkeys Knob). Thank you Mr Fung.
1

W9 I live in Yorkeys Knob and support the project. I think it will be great for the region and, in fact, the entire State. But
could you please spell Yorkeys Knob correctly. Get rid of the apostrophe!

1

W10 I think the economic benefit to all of QLD this will bring is unmeasurable. Fantastic for small business operators all over
QLD and the number of jobs being mentioned will give a massive boost to one of the best regions of Australia.

1

W12 What a fantastic injection of life! I have owned a property for many years in nearby Trinity Beach and welcome this
exciting project to the area.

1
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W13 All in all, I do believe it will be a positive for the region considering Cairns does have the highest unemployment rate.
The uniqueness of the project I believe will finally begin to turn the focus of our State and Federal politicians to better
develop infrastructures up North, instead of always solely focusing on the South East region.

1 1

W14 I think this is fantastic news for Cairns. New jobs, more infrastructure (which Cairns lacks!) and making Cairns a world
class destination. All pluses and houses prices in neighbouring areas will go up as a result.   Just make sure locals get
these jobs, and not contracted out to southerners!!

1 1 1 1

W18 On behalf of Chris Vandyke Designs and as the commercial project manager here, I would like to extend our support to
this fantastic development. We are a small personalised Architectural office located just around the corner of this
proposed development at Smithfield.  As renowned specialists in tropical building design in this region we would like to
offer our architectural services in anyway in cooperation of this venture. Please feel free to review some of our featured
work and company profile on our website at www.chrisvandyke.com.au or call us on 07 4038 3000 if you would like to
come into our office to discuss how we might assist your needs into the future.

1

W19 I think the project will be the best thing to happen to our region since Christopher Skase developed Port Douglas.   I and
all our families wish you all the very best in your exiting mega project and would wish to be involved in any part of
construction, if available to us.

1

W20 Ignore all the negative feedback, there were people up in arms about building the skyrail, which I often have taken
visitors to cairns on because its so good! The cold hard facts are this, The world has been in the GFC FOR 6 YEARS.
Someone has picked Cairns to invest 4 Billion dollars.  Be thankful for it!  Any investment is good let alone that much
money.  You can’t hold back progress, and for those that wish they could there is always the bush to go live in.

1

W22 Great idea just what Cairns needs to stimulate the economy and nice to see your plans include giving back to the locals
in the way of the football stadium,water park and Aquirium.  Can't wait to see the finished product!

1

http://www.chrisvandyke.com.au/
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Issues register - Infrastructure
Count 10 3 6 30 2 19 17

Infrastructure
Water Waste Sewer Transport
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CS729 Where is your water coming from drinking?  Where is the waste garbage going?  Think it is a good idea but a bit worried about
water. 1 1

CS900 Source of drinking water sufficient or?  Sewerage disposeal - ok, but in west seaon or flooding?  Useof dredging spoil say instead
of sumping offshore like spoil from Trinity Inlet.  Could development utilise this spoil?  Creek outlets to small to service cleansing
onto Reef or out to sea.  Water quality /acid sulphate soil.  Mangroves?  Option exists to plant more.  Early fish and crab life
utilise these - may be doing this - hold off Greenies.  Waterway - will it be used for what use besides fighting fires.  Is Resort
under or close to flight path - that exists at present / future.  Access to Kennedy Highwat for increase traffic will new access
roads be necessary?  Where to and from? Nationality of Employees and employers - all Chinese?  Good luck with it

1 1 1    1    1

CS824 As long as the environment is improved. Can put up with disruptions during construction. Would be concerned re casino and its
impact on locals. It is a project that Cairns region badly needs providing that it does not strain local infrastructure, eg. will
ratepayers have to foot the bill for sewerage and water treatment? Cairns is a tourist town and needs development such as this
to augment reef and rainforest. How many mangroves will be removed?

1 1

CS743 Who will pay for upgrades to sewerage and water infrastructure?  How will the natural environment be protected during the
construction phase of development - water run off, pollution etc? 1 1

CS694 We don't have enough water to drink.  It is hard enough for growing population, especially in summer anyway.  We don’t need
this. 1

CS688 Too big for this area.  Where will the extra water come from to service this?  Will this mean we will be charged a lot extra for
water usage. 1

CS689 Water available for personal use.  Copperload Dam capacity? 1
CS720 "exciting', my concern is - we have water restrictions all year.  Where is the extra water that will be needed for such a large

project and so many people come from?  Yorkeys Knob floods easily.  In a cyclone how will you evacuate so many people/ 1
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CS844 Concept I believe too large for the area.  Taking into consideration the tropical environment, more tropical taste in resort would
meld. I think the proposal as it is (buildings) is hideous and not visually attractive. Water will be brown and unnecessary as a
feature. Potable water from our existing dam, ie Copperlode regularly falls below appropriate levels - extra wate for drinking,
etc?????

1

CS29.2 Concerns about water consumption & payment of water (restrictions). 1
CS696 How will the massive wastes be dealt with?  Do we have the infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.    I fear for

my lifestyle. 1 1
CS492 I am very excited with the project. Cairns needs a project to inject the progress for FNQ. I feel we will all benefit with the

progression. We would need to update all services, roads, hospital, water, airport - yes, yes, go ahead 1    1
CS769 Great development - fully support it. Good to see it will be managed not sold privately to run down later - must be maintained

at high standard. Make sure traffic is well managed and waste is propertly disposed. 1         1
CS775 This is a great idea for Cairns, on condition that the local Cairns people are 50% of the employees. All construction to be done by

Australian Builders.  That rates are beachfront as the council can afford keeping the beachfront in Environmental Excellant
condition. That the Aquis have it's own sewage

1

CS708 Why does money, money, money dominate a beautiful area.  So many more people, resources needed, waste/sewerage, busy
roads/highway will ruin the area and environment.  Generating more money does not improve an area. 1

CS28.2 Just had a few concerns about the density & impact of wastewater 1
CS799 Have reservations about the size of the project. Realise I don't know about the higher market, but know people are fickle and

can switch their focus to another destination. Woul like to think local people will be employed or else the benefit to the local
community will be lessened. It will put pressure on the roads and airport. Environment is of concern. Hope the 'mission
statement' is followed avidly. Otherwise good luck.

1    1

CS681 Concern about flooding - situated on flood plain and impact on future flooding concern about size of development and impact
on environment and aesthetic of area (multi level buildings not in keeping with surrounds).  Concern about impact on
infrastructure - roading, access delays with main road to Cairns and airport.

1    1

CS682 Concern about environmental impact.  Design looks like Dubai.  Chinese development for chinese tourists?  Distraction from
natural beauty of area.  Too high for area - proximity to airport and overall building height restriction.  Increased traffic for quiet
residential areas.  Don't need another casino.  Impact on established hotels and businesses.  Does not meet building design
guidelines for Cairns.

1

CS683 Too high, doesn't fit with Cairns.  Proximity to airport, will this affect flight paths?  Will jobs for locals stop once construction is
over?  Turning Cairns into Dubai.  Concerned about effects on other hotels and tourism companies. 1
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CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as to long-term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues with land.
Access in and out, pollution, damage to exisitng hotel and accommodation.  Increase in air traffic, noise & polluting fuels etc. 1

CS727 Development far too big for current tourist numbers.  Does the development cause problems for the airport in regards to noise
abatement procedures and approach splays infringement.  How will it be protected from flood or tidal surge.  Is the aim to force
the reef casino to close, as Brisbane, sYdney and Melbourne have only 1 each and their population runs in the millions.

1

FGT15 Airport agreements with services providers – hard to compete eg rentals 1
CS742 What about being in ther flight path, sandflies, landscaping with trees/schrubs not palms and becoming a crocodile habitat? Is

there anything for tourists to actually do besides seeding degraded GB Reef? 1
CS730 How did you plan to build 27 storeys with the planes landing over this site.  What about the noise from waterpark affecting the

nearby residents?  What about the floods during the wet season. 1
FGB3 What are cumulative impacts on airport? – increase population overall, not just Chinese market, conventions, sporting events,

domestic market. 1
CRGB1 Bird attraction – 13km buffer around airport for the attraction of birds. A major increase in water body will also increase bird

attraction. Mitigation measures are required. 1
CRGB4 Flying Fox colony at Yorkeys – near existing golf course. A disturbance in this may result in issues for the airport. 1
CRGB5 Government has to ensure that the airport is not impacted 1
CRGB6 Interference with navigational aids – there is a marker in Yorkeys Knob, and other key equipment in Holloways and Machans –

be aware of reflection of waves. 1
FGB2 Concerned that this development is a catalyst for a new runway 1
FGT2 Airport – capacity to process/check-in large numbers (business/tourism/sports arrivals simultaneously) 1
CRGB2 Approach paths need to be designed around – height limits 1
CRGB3 Need to safeguard against curfew changes 1
CS818 Great idea - particularly theatre and sports stadium. Only concern is proximity to airport runway approaches 1
FGB1 Airport capacity – underutilised currently 1
CS748 Possible change of flight path?  Will flights continue on current path?  Very impressed with proposal and transparency of Aquis.

Fingers crossed for approval. 1
CRGB7 Must ameliorate noise impacts through construction techniques 1
CRGB8 Sources of light – shining into pilot’s eyes, or arrayed to look like a runway. 1
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FGT33 Heliports - flightpath 1
FGB4 What about GA – will it be required to move and when – impacts on Mareeba and others? 1
CS687 How can you put a 21 storey building in a flight path.  How was this approved?  Look at asthetics of Palm Cove before destroying

Yorkeys Knob.  Will there be a guarantee entire project will be finished as shown on original plan? 1
CS26.1 Would love to see a coastal cycle path developed as part of the project with creek/river crossings/bridges from CBD - Aquis-Palm

Cove.   1
CRGB11 Consider cycleways as part of road upgrade   1
CS701 I have been a homeowner/resident in Yorkeys Knob for 13 years.  I am greatly concerned about the impact of huge increase in

road traffic, both on the access road to Yorkeys Knob as well as Cook Highway.  The Cook Highway (north and southbound) from
Yorkeys Knob roundabout / Smithfield etc. cant handle peak traffic now without large delays.  I forsee it being a long painfull
drive to Yorkeys Knob now.  Most of us live/own here because of the quiet community atmosphere and the country road / lack
of traffic lights, roundabouts etc.  If this project goes ahead a lot more work on road infrastructure, including locals access must
be addressed.

    1   1

FGT10 Alternatives to cars need to be reliable and rapid. Current car use extremely high     1   1
FGB7 Transport – high volumes in a short period of time     1   1
CS420 It think it is a great development as it will increase the value of Cairns, also the road to Yorkeys finally will not flood anymore

    1
CS883 I have viewed the concept and am duly impressed..eat your heart out Dubai.  I do have concerns.  Considering over 5,000 people

are to be accommodated there will be a need for 500??1,000?? Staff.  Where will all these cars park?  The access road to
Yorkey's will need to be 4 lane dual carriage.  We must always bow to the car god.  Cairns is built on tidal swamp, with rains
come flooded roads and all grinds to a halt.  The roads from the Airport to Smithfield are under water..what do we do?  I have
been touting for some yeats (every time another pointless multimillion project surfaces), that we build an arched monorail
urban transit system.  Cost.. the cares are suspended..since Cairns is swamp this system is more stable, it can straddle streets,
cross farms, crops can be grown below, climb mountains, requires minimal land reclamation and is cheaper than highways.
Construction caises relatively minimal inconvenience to traffic or farm.  This concept is only limited by the breadth of minds.  A
high level train trip city to Port Douglas.  What great relaxing views for visitors and locals alike.  Thru the mountains to Mareeba,
Atherton or south to Babinda.  We are led to believe we must redice our carbon footprint.  Less polluting cars on roads, less
road maintenance.  We are told that Cairns future and economy is tourism.

    1 1 1

CS798 Magnificent project for Cairns but serious upgrade of Cook Highway and Yorkeys Knob access road needed, plus added policing
of amenities.     1   1
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CS907 We need more access roads now so it will be very hard to get into the city with more traffic.  We don't want to see the area
destroyed with over development.     1   1

CS706 Existing road access - how will they handle extra traffic during construction phase?  James Cook highway - only two lanes. 1 1
CS749 How will the avondale water (from the farms) be affected by this development?  Where is the proposed highway from the

Yorkeys Knob roundabout to MacGregor Road going to be built?     1
CS34.1 Roundabout Cook Hwy-Yorkeys needs lights or overpass.     1
CS34.3 Excess transport demand on Cook Hwy in particular heading north.     1   1
CS21.1 Government needs to plan for future road improvements around airport intersections. 1    1
CRGB12 Ground transport requirements will be critical     1
FGT4 What are the options of sporting transport when facility is out of town – 25,000 seats, only two roads out.     1   1
CS29 Concerns about traffic,         1
CS10.1 Roads, traffic congestion     1   1
FGB8 There will be major peaks in traffic for construction/operational staff       1 1
CRGC10 Traffic disruption - how bad will it be?         1
FGT7 Numbers in one vehicle (current) –v- shuttle buses       1 1
FGT6 How tourist/local traffic get around – high proportion of self-drive – car parking on site       1 1
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CS883 I have viewed the concept and am duly impressed..eat your heart out Dubai.  I do have concerns.  Considering
over 5,000 people are to be accommodated there will be a need for 500??1,000?? Staff.  Where will all these cars
park?  The access road to Yorkey's will need to be 4 lane dual carriage.  We must always bow to the car god.
Cairns is built on tidal swamp, with rains come flooded roads and all grinds to a halt.  The roads from the Airport to
Smithfield are under water..what do we do?  I have been touting for some yeats (every time another pointless
multimillion project surfaces), that we build an arched monorail urban transit system.  Cost.. the cares are
suspended..since Cairns is swamp this system is more stable, it can straddle streets, cross farms, crops can be
grown below, climb mountains, requires minimal land reclamation and is cheaper than highways.  Construction
caises relatively minimal inconvenience to traffic or farm.  This concept is only limited by the breadth of minds.  A
high level train trip city to Port Douglas.  What great relaxing views for visitors and locals alike.  Thru the
mountains to Mareeba, Atherton or south to Babinda.  We are led to believe we must redice our carbon footprint.
Less polluting cars on roads, less road maintenance.  We are told that Cairns future and economy is tourism.

1 1

FGB9 Travel by car is Cairns preferred mode and pattern – significant car parking needed 1
FGB8 There will be major peaks in traffic for construction/operational staff 1
FGT6 How tourist/local traffic get around – high proportion of self-drive – car parking on site 1
CS31 Where is car parking. 1
CS797 Ambitious - perhaps too big - maybe scaled back a bit. Great for Cairns. Stadium and water park are fantastic idea.

How will this affect the rest of Cairns?
1 1 1 1

CS678 Height of tallest building a concern.  I'd hate to see out building cap changed.  I do not want to see a realease on
that and have our region become full of high rises.  15 stories? I believe is our cap.  I don't want another Gold
Coast.  Love the idea, good luck.  We need a decent lyric theatres / concert hall.  Water park looks good.

1 1 1
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CS687 How can you put a 21 storey building in a flight path.  How was this approved?  Look at aesthetics of Palm Cove
before destroying Yorkeys Knob.  Will there be a guarantee entire project will be finished as shown on original
plan?

1

CS688 Too big for this area.  Where will the extra water come from to service this?  Will this mean we will be charged a
lot extra for water usage.

1

CS696 I am concerned about the impact this huge development will have on my local community and the reef.  I enjoy
the laid back lifestyle and fear I will be priced out.  FNQ is unique and we should promote our reef and rainforest
not become like the rest of the world.  Where will the construction workers be housed?  and the full-time
workers?  Where will their kids go to school?  What is the impact on the reef?  How will the massive wastes be
dealt with?  Do we have the infrastructure to support this?  Its under the flight path.  Will all the water attract
waterbirds?  Birds and planes are not a good mix.  I fear for my lifestyle.

1 1

CS799 Have reservations about the size of the project. Realise I don't know about the higher market, but know people
are fickle and can switch their focus to another destination. Woul like to think local people will be employed or
else the benefit to the local community will be lessened. It will put pressure on the roads and airport. Environment
is of concern. Hope the 'mission statement' is followed avidly. Otherwise good luck.

1 1

CS681 Concern about flooding - situated on flood plain and impact on future flooding concern about size of development
and impact on environment and aesthetic of area (multi level buildings not in keeping with surrounds).  Concern
about impact on infrastructure - roading, access delays with main road to Cairns and airport.

1 1

CS682 Concern about environmental impact.  Design looks like Dubai.  Chinese development for chinese tourists?
Distraction from natural beauty of area.  Too high for area - proximity to airport and overall building height
restriction.  Increased traffic for quiet residential areas.  Don't need another casino.  Impact on established hotels
and businesses.  Does not meet building design guidelines for Cairns.

1 1 1

CS683 Too high, doesn't fit with Cairns.  Proximity to airport, will this affect flight paths?  Will jobs for locals stop once
construction is over?  Turning Cairns into Dubai.  Concerned about effects on other hotels and tourism companies.

1 1

CS908 Highly concerned regarding environmental protections.  Sceptical as to long-term attraction.  Far too big.  Issues
with land.  Access in and out, pollution, damage to exisitng hotel and accommodation.  Increase in air traffic, noise
& polluting fuels etc.

1 1 1
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CS727 Development far too big for current tourist numbers.  Does the development cause problems for the airport in
regards to noise abatement procedures and approach splays infringement.  How will it be protected from flood or
tidal surge.  Is the aim to force the reef casino to close, as Brisbane, sYdney and Melbourne have only 1 each and
their population runs in the millions.

1 1 1

CS763 Cairns needs a big project to kick start the economy. It looks very big though. Is it too big for Cairns? 1 1
CS680 I disagree with the height of the services apartments at 27 stories.  An eyesore form the highway & sea.  I also

disagree with having another casino.  This will kill the CBD and add another nail in the coffin.  Lets hope the Cairns
Chamber of Commerce and Advance Cairns will consider these issues as well.  I would also hope that the
proponents have talks with groups who deal with gambling issues in FNQ.  They need to be consulted is this
proposal goes ahead.

1 1

CS761 I am worried about the size of the project, the impact on the environment and flood levels, the necessity for
regular dredgin of Richters Creek and the impact on Thomatis Creek and the surrounding existing beaches. 27
storeys is far beyond anything allowed in the area to date and is not desirable or necessary.  Yorkeys Knob is not a
suitable place for a Singapore/Dubai style resort.  The ability to bring in the number of people to fill this will
require the infrastructure to carry the clientele.

1 1 1

CS714 My primary concerns are: Height of towers.  27 storeys is over twice the height of any other building in Cairns.
Density & sheer volume of the project.  Why build such an urban structure in such a flat areas (flood plain) of
outstanding beauty?  Why not design something for the same function yet with more emmenity to the region (e.g.
tropical, lower key).

1 1

CS846 Would like email response to the following queries - Concerned about more flights as Holloways Beach is in the
flight path. Concerned about excess traffic on Captain Cook Highway. Concerned about height of buildings as a
blight on the landscape. Concerned about biodiversity on Richters Creek, as sea eagles, crocs, fish, bird habitat.
Concerned about pesticides used on golf course - runoff into waterways. Concerned about view from the spit at
the end of Holloways Beach.

1 1

CS901 Initial impression dominates this area too much - does little to create balance environmentally with the landscape.
Oppose 27 storey buildings, keep within ? Height I suggest.

1 1

CS845 Building heights too high - pollution into creek / ocean - chemical and plastic - chemical run off from golf course,
gardens, etc. - control of mosquito and sandfly - drift of fogging - changes to hydrological flows of creek, affects to
surrounding areas in major flood event. Views from Holloways Beach residences and beach front towards ranges
blocked by buildings. Requires reply to the above questions by email.

1 1
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CS699 Height of these buildings concerns me greatly - will be visible from many areas.  Scale the project - too large. 1 1
CS796 Massive, have some doubts about the size, cyclone / flood area 1 1
CS924 Very large! Stadium feels a bit extreme.  Questions about the flooding of the golf course.  All seems exciting. 1 1
CS704 I don’t like it at all.  It is too big and too tall.  Is there going to be an Aquarium showcasing out martime ocean life?

The buildings are not tropical looking enough.  This is not Dubai.  And it should be more australian designed
architecture, such as open verandahs.  What about promoting our maritime animals - crocodile, bird, marsupials
such as the koala, echidna and otters.  It's ugly.

1 1

CS822 Too big, but good luck 1
CS753 Looks massive!  A couple of questions - how many visitors nights do you expect to have anually once it is up and

running?  And how long will it take to build to this level?  What will the key methods of attracting these visitors
and what key comparative advantage compared to Macau?  What percentage of staff will need to speak Mandarin
or Cantonese?  Look forward to your answers.

1

CS730 How did you plan to build 27 storeys with the planes landing over this site.  What about the noise from waterpark
affecting the nearby residents?  What about the floods during the wet season.

1

CS746 We think the project would be the best thing for Cairns's economy and jobs.  One worry we have is this project is
going to be raised so high.  When flooding occurs the extra water will go around the buildings, so will this impact
the Thomatis Creek to flood more?  Besides this we think it is great.

1

CS911 The height is concerning.  How much will it impact on the community?  There are also concerns on how it will
impact upon the Cattana Wetlands and the Half Moon Bay Creek?  Also, why are there staff quarters?

1

CS820 Worried about height of towers, casino. Autonomy of environmental body, good edea considering quality of cane
fields, employment impact - positive. Open mind

1

CS793 This development would be fantastic. The height of buildings is a real concern. Norhing over six stories. Hopefully
local people will be employed. I wish the developer all the best.

1

CS917 Very worried about such tall buildings and visual impact.  It will change Cairns and especially Yorkey's Knob too
much.

1 1

CS728 Waterpark too high for the nearby residnt birdlife.  You could lower it down or swap with the golf park. 1
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CS718 I think it is a great idea, One concern that I do have is the height of the buildings.  Currently the maximum height is
16 storeys, i.e. Corporate Tower and Pullman Cairns International.  I would think 20 storey is the maximum that
should be allowed.

1

CS783 Love the whole project. Some concern over the height of buildings. 1
CS913 27 storeys for the main tower is simply too high - too visually intensive.  Half that height at most would be more

acceptable.  Otherwise, ok with the concept (what about the main flight path?).
1 1

ZFM8 What is the overall height of the buildings? 1
CS802 For me, I see the biggest 'selling' aspect to the people of Cairns would be showing 'how' the resort is adding value

to the 'green and environmental' image Cairns and NQ has. If this resort could be a showcase for modern minimal
environmental impact 'green' sustainability it would be an attraction in and of iteself. A beacon for green energy
and sustainability. Use of solar, wind, recycling, etc. I think this is an excellent project with enormous potential to
stand out.

1 1

CS807 Very excited, was a little concerned about the design. Can you provide more information about why this design is
proposed. Looks like the design will date quickly. I would be more excited to visit the developments in the middle
east before this one.  Some rationale about the design, particularly eco benefits will go a long way. All the best.

1 1

CRGE5 Buildings should be green star rated and aim to drive innovation in energy efficient design. Good opportunity to
improve tropical sustainable design.

1 1

CS830 As property owners in Yorkeys Knob we are excited about the positive effect this development will have on
property value. Aesthetically the resort buildings are a bit over bearing, but the lake, stadium, cultural precinct and
water park are fantastic additions. The Golf course should not compete withHalf Moon Bay - perhaps this can be
modified to complement this existing facility. Bring it on

1 1

CS118 I am both excited and overwhelmed by the scale of this development.  If the site is developed quickly, I am sure
the development will be a huge success.  The Consultant "Dan" was fantastic and engaging.  He should build the
client base in Cairns.

1 1

CS823 Who are the consultants - architect - town planners? Service access within the completed project. Project staging
in regard to completion

1 1

CS694 I am absolutely so shocked to see this monstrous resort/casino for Cairns.  Please, please NO.  Build this in Hong
Kong not Cairns.  We don't have enough water to drink.  It is hard enough for growing population, especially in
summer anyway.  We don’t need this.  Leave sleepy Yorkeys Knob to be quiet and sleepy.

1
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CS844 Concept I believe too large for the area.  Taking into consideration the tropical environment, more tropical taste in
resort would meld. I think the proposal as it is (buildings) is hideous and not visually attractive. Water will be
brown and unnecessary as a feature. Potable water from our existing dam, ie Copperlode regularly falls below
appropriate levels - extra wate for drinking, etc?????

1 1 1

CS701 I have been a homeowner/resident in Yorkeys Knob for 13 years.  I am greatly concerned about the impact of huge
increase in road traffic, both on the access road to Yorkeys Knob as well as Cook Highway.  The Cook Highway
(north and southbound) from Yorkeys Knob roundabout / Smithfield etc. cant handle peak traffic now without
large delays.  I forsee it being a long painfull drive to Yorkeys Knob now.  Most of us live/own here because of the
quiet community atmosphere and the country road / lack of traffic lights, roundabouts etc.  If this project goes
ahead a lot more work on road infrastructure, including locals access must be addressed.

1

CS251 Good idea! Give job to the people especially Cairns and interstate people.  Very unique design as to hotels that
you can see in any place in the world.  I think this project will work and give Cairns the #1 destination for tourists
all over the world.  Good luck!

1

CS736 My family have lived in Yorkeys for 39 years.  I am not fully opposed to the Aquis Resort, however, I am very
concerned about higher land rate rises as we already have higher land rates in this area compared to other cities.
Also the amount of airplanes.  The 4.10 to 5.20am flights from Perth & Japan wake me as the noise is very loud.  So
imagine the constant noise from planes to bring in Chinese tourists to fill the resort.  There would have to be so
many planes.  Also flooding.  I remember the day when boats had to bring my father home from work as the road
was flooded.  Yorkeys Knob is a beautiful place to live.  I am sure you are aware of this beautie.  It is untouched.
Yorkeys mined the developments 30 years ago at Palm Cove - Trinity Beach.  So now it is Yorkeys turn for
organisations to consider this area for world wide development.  I must admit that your plans look really beautiful
and its probably what Cairns needs for the future.  If you have taken care of flooding in your resort area, is that
going to have a reprocussion of flooding Yorkeys Knob area at the knob?

1

CS808 Wold bring prosperity to the area but would be concerned with visual impact. 1 1
CS126 Very modern, will boost trade. 1
CS740 Think this is too ambitious.  Can't understand how Cairns is going to sustain this in short and long term -

economically & environmentally.  Who is going to build this, Chinese workers or local workers?  What happens in a
cyclone?  Has impact on environment & ecosystem been considered?  Its not going to be pretty & blue watered,
its going to be muddy.  Does the end justify the means?  Would appreciate more information.

1
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CS705 It looks disgusting.  Not tropical at all.  Should be built in Dubai or an overbuilt area like China.  Looks like a big ice-
cream cone with bits of metal sticking out.  No character.  I walk my dogs every day on the beach thgere and this
resort will be built there - all will change.  I just have 2 girls from Macau (students) in my house and they were
telling me what a disaster this is.  Didn't like it at all.

1

CS762 This is a totally inappropriate development for this area and indeed entire Cairns - on environmental and social
grounds. I trust it will go to both strict State and Federal Environmental assessment, and not be subject to
anything underhand or corrupt. We also should not be 'selling' out our land to O/S investors for their benefit only
to detriment of local residents.

1

CS717 Why does this need 1800 staff accommodation if you are planning on employing locals.  I think this is too big for
that area.

1

CS795 I think its great in terms of the economy / jobs boost but feel hesitant about the effects it could have spoiling
everything Cairns stands for - the peace, tranquility, nature, reef and rainforest. We moved here to get away from
big city bustle and hope that it won't impact oo much

1

CS53 I would very much approve of this development.  Would create employment, beautify the area to a great degree.
Be a wonderful expansion for Cairns.

1

CS389 Great idea, brings modernity to the area, jobs and an icon, go for it. 1
CS537 Brilliant, well thought out, excellent, very good for Cairns employment.  Visual aspect pleasing to the eyes. 1 1
CS780 Great concept, grand design. I feel it may be too big a project and would prefer stages and time for the people of

Cairns to accommodate such a massive influx of tourists - it may sour relations in the future. Otherwise - well done
1

CS461 What a great magnetic prospective, love the staff accommodation in a plush world class for Cairns to be
recognised on tourism destination

1

CS497 I think its great and hope it goes ahead. It will put a new and good looking view for tired old Cairns and surrounds 1
CS697 "The Barrier Reef" - the real thing is what put us on the world stage, "heritage" that is.  This is another scarring of

our beautiful landscape "natural" of course.  You can not compete.  This will not enhance our shoreline but detract
from it.

1

CS712 Putting such a large development at yorkeys Knob is absolutely ridiculous.  Yorkeys is a beautiful small community
and a large resort to an area like this takes away from the small town feel of the Northern Beaches area.

1

CS698 Business and making money is not everything. This project does not fit in our rural area.  It does absolutely not fir
in the nature of the tropics.

1
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CS794 Does it 'fit' the community style? Who will come? Will there be crocodile management plan? 1
CS914 Concerned about the environmental impacts on mangroves and wetlands.  Design is ugly.  Encourages gambling

and anti-social behavious.
1

CS690 Very ugly - couldn't you make it pretty?  It will bring crime, ref raf to Cairns - drugs, prostitutes, bad, bad, bad. 1
CS781 Great concept. Just hope in 10 years it is not a wasteland and eyesore on the area. Must be long term

commitment.
1

CS691 No more casinos!!  Social destruction and despair already kills so many people in this region.  Strongly object to a
monstrosity as such destroying the natural environment.

1

CS692 Against having another casino and would like it scaled down. 1 1
CS812 Please do it - shit design - please have beach contact 1
CS904 I am opposed to the development.  Environmental impact is a major concern, increased traffic and visual impact

are a concern.
1 1

CS745 Visual 10 points.  Engineering huge.  We should be building an mono rail from the city 1 1
CS693 Over the previous 50 years the Gold coast has been destroyed by developers.  The latest example is Keith William's

Cardwell disaster.  This is another case of a developer selling off our environment for quick dollars, the resulting
clean-up will be at taxpayers expense as always.

1

CS399.1 All the birds and butterflys will benefit from you landscaped gardens.  Goodbye swamp, sandflies, cane and
pesticides.

1

CS13.1 Unsure if the design is in keeping with the tropics. 1
CS686 I think this is ugly, disgraceful and I would sign any petition to stop it going ahead. 1
CS760 An absolute monstrosity. I understand what you are trying to create but the design is awful - an absolute eyesore. I

have far too many questions to list and hope all my concerns can be addressed. Currently I have no support for
this horrendous looking project. Would love to hear you change your mind.

1

CS840 Concerned about aquarium. Don't like to see animals / fish / marine life not free in nature. Thumbs down to this
part

1

CS759 Great development idea. Not happy with the construction style not sitting well with Cairns and surrounding area 1
CS773 Overall concept fully supported. Some reservations about design (non ??) 1
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CS779 It is a very good concept. My only preferred consideration re the architecture would be more fitting to encompass
Queenslander type style. Eg the beautiful fret work on verandahs. This would show case Queensland architecture
rather than asian. This cold be done in the motel accommodation for instance

1

CS826 Looks great - concerned about access for limousines 1
CS829 Bad location, good idea - why Yorkeys Knob? 1
CS122 Very good design and I hope to have good support from locals and governments. 1
CS194 Beautiful building, I really like and a great project. 1
CS201 Very nice design. 1
CS217 Great idea, love the look. 1
CS272 I like the design. 1
CS273 I like it.  Very different for NQ. 1
CS321 Wonderful for Cairns.  Great looking development. 1
CS364 Very good, great design and open process. 1
CS427 Like Design 1
CS438 Cairns needs this in every aspect. Lets keep tropical in mind 1
CS446 Excellent design, bring it on ASAP 1
CS816 Beautiful large open / covered wedding cermony location over looking the water - tropical. 1
CS838 Very interesting, I hope you can full it off, good luck. Top feature should be boomerang shaped on tower 1.  This is

a recommendation
1

CS232.1 Make sure a helipad in included. 1
FGT32 Seasonal living eg moving snowbirds – is this a trend in China – semi-permanent residential in villas 1
CS847 I think a helipad capable of day and night ops would be a huge advantage for corporate transfers to and from the

airport. This would also create more employment whilst aiding in lowering traffic numbers.  Aviation always brings
an exciting aspect to anywhere and a resort on a scale of this would be naked without this.

1

CS899 Please make driveways & access coach friendly 1
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CS923 Please have some sort of helicopter pad on the casino for high rollers and local helicopter tourist operators. 1
ZFM7 It looks like Dubai. What is the design philosophy behind the images? 1
ZFM9 This isn’t Dubai. How does this fit with the tropical north? 1
CS703 Why not facing the ocean?  There will be a better view. 1
CS755 I wholeheartedly appreciate the opportunity that is being presented to the Cairns region, this development will

secure the economic viability of FNQ to a great extent.  However, I do have some concerns about the impact of the
development on the following areas:  Economic benefit - what is the guarantee that the payroll for allowing this
development will benefit the local economy, apart from just jobs - will Aquis provide funding to enrich, beautify
and improve the quality of life for people in the region?  Social Impact - how will the negative impacts of gambling
(organised crime, prostitution be managed?).  Visual Impact & light pollution - I enjoy living in an environment
where the view is uninterrupted.  I can see the stars at night.  The light pollution in a concern.  Local Business - can
this development guarantee it will not adversely impact the operators in the CBD?  What are the projected
impacts on my quality of life?  Again, this development is impressive, the consultation process is to be
commended while the positive benefits are blindingly obvious.  I would be happy to give this project my full
support knowing my concerns have been addressed and lie with best practice and the potential negatives have
management or preventative plans in place.

1 1

CRGC4 Signage at the entrance. Needs to be good looking, not too gaudy 1
CS7.1 I hope solar power will be used. 1
CS818 Great idea - particularly theatre and sports stadium. Only concern is proximity to airport runway approaches 1
FGT4 What are the options of sporting transport when facility is out of town – 25,000 seats, only two roads out. 1
CS531 Very positive for the region, terrific to bring jobs, tourism, can't wait to play golf on another great course locally.

Yes go ahead
1

CS460 This project is fantastic and must go ahead. The first international project that provdes staff accommodation and
entertainment facility for locals. Your plan for a football stadium and water park will definitely win the people over
but most of all it's the emplyment opportunity that's the winner. Good luck for the future.

1

CS212 Looks great, has a lot of potential of sports and recreation.  Just what we need in Cairns. 1
CS800 Great for the north - whole area. Include a V8 race track 1
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FGT21 Move stadium to town – it’s a local focus 1
CS825 I see this as a 'positive' step in the right direction. Yorkeys residents need to be able to get in and out of their

suburb without too many hassles during the construction stage. The aquarium is a great idea given the Great
Barrier Reef area we live in. We need something differet to bring people to Cairns that will build memories of a
happy holiday here. A waterpark out this way is a plus. Generally the village shops should stand to benefit. I
believe Yorkeys Knob is overdue for an upgrade - Palm Cove for example is popular with tourists.  The natural
environment would need to be taken into consideration so as not to destroy what isn't necessary.

1

CS756 Great project for Cairnsif goes ahead. Not too keen on casinos but are part of our society. Fun park, stadium,
hotels, water park and golf course great for the area

1

FGB26 Stadium, theatres and waterparks are positives for the area – not often raised. 1
CS803 Traffic issues are my concern. Golf course if very interesting 1
CS784 Ensure reef / wildlife protection. + roller coaster 1
CS32.1 Sports stadium, is there potential for a crierium circuit to be included. Perfect for int'l and local training in

humidity ie: world titles and Olympics. Promote tourism.
1

CS33.1 What about an AFL stadium - Australian Rules is Australian Football! Include field hockey. 1
CS506 Have a national sport team at the stadium, A League, a game played in China 1
CS768 It would be wonderful if this development could include a performance area for musicians. We have waited so

long for a better facility than the Civic Theatre and still there is no promise of funding for the latest ideas that the
City Council want. I am the director of the only adult orchestrial workshop in the country and hear musicians who
come here from across Aust every winter.

1

CS819 Rowing along with may other non-powered boating sports are very active in Cairns area. It is requested that a
facility to allow for those sports be considered for inclusion in the project. The 'straight' section adjacent to the
golf course would be perfect.

1

CS835 Lawn bowls with a roof - play day and night 1
CS839 Would love to see wter sports included - especially dragon boat events.  Email cdbcsecretary@hotmail.com 1
CS922 A raceway on the resort would be great, e.g. FL, GP, V8 and driver training. 1

mailto:cdbcsecretary@hotmail.com
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CS271 If the people of Cairns don't accept this development Cairns will never progress.  Wonderful plan.  This land is not
prestine, has been farm for 80 years ago.

1

CS319 Just what we need.  Location will enhance the area. 1
CS347 I think it will be very beneficial tourism in Cairns.  It will provide great jobs for locals.  It is a bit far out of town

which is inconvenient but a great idea.
1

CS592 Great idea, good location, will attract a lot of tourists. 1
CS38 Great for the location 1
CS44 A worthy project for my favourite beach (having lived there for 23 years).  An excellent concept, very well done

and making full ise of the available site.  I am absolutley sure that it will go ahead with minimal objections!  Good
luck, looking forward to your updates.

1

CS348 Much happier after seeing exactly where it is positioned.  Plenty of room.  All seems good so far. 1
CS860 Excellent idea (and location), especially the stadium.  I really hope this is completed. 1
CS744 Would be a potential boost to local economies but major concerns are environmental impact (50 years of polution

from chemicals used on canefields weeping out onto the GBR which is already endangered).  How good is
guarantees of completion?  What is the risk of the developer walking away from an unfinished project?  Many
questions to be answered.

1

CS30 With the planning to ensure no disturbance to the GBR: How will that be ensured during construction stages? 1
FGB22 Local level coordination to deliver the project – can we deliver the project to Tony Fung? How?? What is the

strategy to deliver?
1 1

CS754 What profit from casino and hotel operations will be retained in Australia / Cairns. Will there be an ongoing
commitment to improve local opportunity?  What Commitment is being made to upgrade local infrastructure to
cope with the proposed numbers of human traffic required to sustain the development?

1

FGT17 License/permit capacities of the reef

FGT19 Chinese market currently 2 nights, seasonal family numbers, diversity of market 1
FGT26 Need to understand Gross Regional Product 1
FGT18 KPMG methodology behind the numbers? What are the assumptions? 1
W8 Great idea like the stadium which will be part of it. Time to start building 1
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W11 Please include a bicycle pathway from Yorkeys Knob to Cairns City as part of your plan. I support your project.
1

W15 25000 SEAT THEATRES????? 1 1
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Issues register - Approval Process
Count 3 5 17 15
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CRGC1 Empty shops in Yorkeys – one could be a shopfront for the community 1
CRGC2 Would like a meeting for locals in the local community centre 1
CRGC3 Locals should be brought in now, rather than leave it till later. 1
CS364 Very good, great design and open process. 1
CS309 Excellent development.  Would be so good for Cairns.  Very impressed by the way the community has been informed with the office in Cairns Central.  The

development looks impressive.  I really hope the development is fully approved asap.
1

CS38.1 Website is hard to use 1
CS529 Yes, please go ahead. I believe the majority of Yorkeys residents are in favour of the development. Unfortunately, you are dealing with the silent majority 1

ZFM2 How do I have my say about the project? 1
CS807 Very excited, was a little concerned about the design. Can you provide more information about why this design is proposed. Looks like the design will date

quickly. I would be more excited to visit the developments in the middle east before this one.  Some rationale about the design, particularly eco benefits
will go a long way. All the best.

1

CS44 A worthy project for my favourite beach (having lived there for 23 years).  An excellent concept, very well done and making full use of the available site.  I
am absolutley sure that it will go ahead with minimal objections!  Good luck, looking forward to your updates.

1

CS831 Beneficial for all Yorkeys houses to be distributed in as much info on development and continual updates throughout construction. This will give more
residents knowledge to form their decision, more positive info received will benefit Aquis. Please email info on local employment rates in construction and
operation phase and further information on drainage.

1

CS843 Could you please advise on actual start dates of various constructions and also how will staff be selected and considered after completion, ie. as per first
selection process and what opportunities will current residents have.

1
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CS850 Good luck with the project - it's a big one for us. I am concerned and paying attention to care for the natural environment in particular impact on mangrove
wetland and water quality impacting on GB Reef - concerned could in future become a marina. Look after nature for us. Web page:
www.mangroveprotect.com.au

1

CRGE2 Like to be kept informed on how water quality will be maintained 1
CS791 Would be appreciated if you included environmental impact and viability info in your community information, for example, impact on wildlife. 1
CS45 Good for Cairns and Yorkeys Knob.  Looking forward to future updates. 1
CS119 Very keen for this to go ahead, I would updates on the status. 1
CS153 Strongly support this development, would love updates. 1
CS450 Excellent idea - look forward to see how it pans out 1
CS32.2 Would like to be informed of progress. 1
CS112 Thank you, look forward to updates. 1
FGB27 Ongoing updating encouraged 1
FGB28 Request that the proponent continue engagement with business and industry so that leaders can respond to the Project’s needs. They need to be informed

in order to get organised and know what the construction and operational approach is going to be.
1

CS664 Looking forward to hearing how the development progresses 1
CS856 Please keep me informed. 1
CS762 This is a totally inappropriate development for this area and indeed entire Cairns - on environmental and social grounds. I trust it will go to both strict State

and Federal Environmental assessment, and not be subject to anything underhand or corrupt. We also should not be 'selling' out our land to O/S investors
for their benefit only to detriment of local residents.

1

CS687 How can you put a 21 storey building in a flight path.  How was this approved?  Look at asthetics of Palm Cove before destroying Yorkeys Knob.  Will there
be a guarantee entire project will be finished as shown on original plan?

1

CS122 Very good design and I hope to have good support from locals and governments. 1
CS179 A great project for the Cairns regional area.  Best wishes and we hope all the approvals to go happen quickly. 1
CS715 Its ugly.  Why do you have staff accommodation onsite instead of using existing housing in Cairns?  Please explain the 9,000 to 10,000 job figures?  What

concessions will they be wanting from Qld Government or CRC i.e. visas etc?
1

http://www.mangroveprotect.com.au/
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CS27 An entity comes and buys land which has no development rights due to ecological reasons. He has a change of use done by council for development by
showing a grand project, and hence makes his money on the said land and sells it to another buyer and does not complete the project. The council and the
people of Cairns has made a mockery of the system.

1

CS127 Wonderful idea, needs to be fast tracked. 1
CS310 This is simply inspirational.  I hope this gets 100% backing from State and Federal Governments because it deserves to go ahead.  Well done. 1

CS324 If this does not go ahead due to greens & minor parties etc. they will have yet sabataged the majority again.  Would be absolute disgrace. 1

UDIA1 Lack of agency coordination for approval 1
CRGE1 GBRMPA Needs to be involved 1
ZFM1 What process is the Project going through – local or state? 1
ZFM3 How will the public know that the process is robust and the community will be considered in the process? 1
CS37 Will the project stay the way it is planned? 1
ZFM6 Are the plans in the paper for real? 1
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CS731 Very brave project.  Will the construction be developed by overseas or local construction?  What is planned for excavation? What is planned for sale of
residences?  What is planned for decoration of units & hotel rooms?  What is planned for employment, training of staff and where will they be sourced from?
Who will your key form of revenue hotels, casino or resale of residential units.  Are you committed to community & environment?

1 1

UDIA2 Concern about labour and materials availability/competition 1 1
CS753 Looks massive!  A couple of questions - how many visitors nights do you expect to have anually once it is up and running?  And how long will it take to build to

this level?  What will the key methods of attracting these visitors and what key comparative advantage compared to Macau?  What percentage of staff will need
to speak Mandarin or Cantonese?  Look forward to your answers.

1 1

FGB24 CRC – capacity to assess development approvals – number of and ability of staff 1 1
FGB10 capacity skills of locals to respond to contracts local construction site hasn’t been experienced  in Cairns and local not geared to respond – mostly small

operators or sole proprietors
1 1

FGB16 Training and assistance with contracts with construction companies 1 1
FGT20 Range of gearing up across community 1 1
FGB19 Indigenous jobs and training – opportunities within large development at various skills and interest levels 1
CS293 A true high class development plan.  Benefit in community structures.  Great opportunity for education / employment - let's begin. 1 1
CS20.2 Let's get our jobseekers learning Mandarin now to give them a head start! 1 1
FGB17 Training – continues on-site for length of apprenticeship 1
CS676 I am not sure yet what to think of it.  Pros: Yes, lots of work potential for Cains maybe? Who speaks Chinese here, will employees be from China? 1
CS241.1 Get the Centrelink blugders diggin to get the project started. 1
CRGB9 Skills training requirements: Building & Construction Industry Training Fund receives a levy on projects over $80k. This could be used for construction upskilling. 1
FGT29 Ongoing supply of goods and services for operations – significant 1 1
CS770 What level of commitment will be given to local suppliers? When awarding and tendering for goods?  Will the entire project be price driven or will there be

areas that will require specialist trades companies? Thanks for considering Cairns.
1 1
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CS20.1 I hope deals are ready to ensure staff, supplies, etc. are sourced locally - during construction and on and ongoing basis. 1 1
CRGE15 Concerns about sourcing fish for the visitors. Do not want the increased demand to drive increased inshore net fishing. 1 1
CRGE16 Increased demand for live trout – would like to see a management plan for seafood and purchase only of MSC certified fish. 1
FGT28 Materials – how can region deliver? 1 1 1
FGB22 Local level coordination to deliver the project – can we deliver the project to Tony Fung? How?? What is the strategy to deliver? 1
UDIA3 Construction industry may have difficulty gearing up in the short term 1 1
FGB21 Business community needs to gear up to respond to growth quicker 1
CS738 Link for local business on website for expressions of interest - mentioned in Advance Cairns members briefing?  Industry Capability Network representative

would like to discuss.
1




