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1a Pacific Reef on Track for Guthalungra Prawn Farm 
 

 
Media release 1 October 2002 
 
Pacific Reef on Track for Guthalungra Prawn Farm 
 
Pacific Reef Fisheries representatives will be manning a stand at the Barrier reef college 
of TAFE on Friday and Saturday the 11th and 12th of October. It is part of the public 
consultation undertaken during the preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement 
for the 250 hectare prawn farm proposal at Guthalungra. 
 
“The assessment process is by no means over and approval has not yet been granted 
but the company is very encouraged by the study so far” said Mr Smyth, General 
Manager of Pacific Reef, he is well aware that the Guthalungra farm “will undergo the 
strictest assessment process in the world. It has been designated a project of State 
significance, as a result around 10 permits will be required from a process involving no 
fewer than 15 agencies”. 
 
One of Mr Smyth’s major concerns to date has been the inability of the various of 
Government agencies to work together, particularly the Federal and State environment 
agencies. “Despite prawn farming having been an industry in Queensland since the early 
eighties, the state and federal Government agencies will be the first to admit that there is 
a lack of consistency and coordination between agencies involved in the environmental 
approvals process.” Mr Smyth the General Manager of Pacific reef is also President of 
the Queensland Aquaculture Industry Federation. He has made representation to 
Federal Environment Minister Kemp and has been encouraged by the high level 
directive “to get the problems sorted out”. 
 
As a result it is hoped that Environment Australia, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority and the Queensland Environment Protection Agency will use a similar 
assessment process and work together to ensure common licence conditions are issued, 
and importantly major investors in the industry are given clear guidelines. “The 
Guthalungra proposal seems to be really testing the agencies ability to work together,” 
Mr Smyth said. 
 
Also, the Guthalungra proposal will be cutting new ground for other reasons, most of the 
existing prawn farms in Queensland are located adjacent to estuaries or tidal creeks, 
however the Guthalungra operation will be located inland on old grazing country. 
Although the Pacific Reef property lies alongside the Elliott River there is no intention to 
take water from or discharge water to the Elliot River, “in fact we do not intend to develop 
any of our property adjacent to the Elliott River for prawn farming. Oceanic water will be 
taken by buried pipe from around half a kilometre offshore in Abbot Bay, roughly three  
kilometres north of the Elliott. Water will be reused on the farm, and after extensive 
filtration and biological treatment, it will be discharged near to the intake point offshore”. 
 
 
 



 

Kevin Smyth is keen for anyone with an interest in the proposal to visit the stand at the 
Bowen campus of TAFE this weekend, “it will be an opportunity for locals to find out 
more about the proposal, about the business of farming prawns and about Pacific Reef 
before the project enters the formal public notification phase.” 
 
 
Contact: Carl Young 040 777 1506, carl.y@lar.net.au 

mailto:carl.y@lar.net.au
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Bowen Independent Wednesday October 16 2002 
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Notice of Public Consultation Forum 

Pacific Reef Fisheries 
Guthalungra Prawn Farm Proposal 

Barrier Reef Institute of TAFE, Bowen Campus 
Room AG.18 

11 and 12 October 02 
11 AM to 5 PM 

 
Staff and Consultants involved in preparing the Environmental Impact Statement for a 
prawn farm development at Guthalungra will be manning a display and available to 
discuss the proposal with interested individuals. For more information please call Carl 
Young on 0407 771506. 



Section 4 Communication 
4a Sample Letters of Invitation to Public Forum Invitation 

Invitation 
Pacific Reef Fisheries 

Guthalungra Prawn Farm Proposal 
Public Consultation Forum 

Barrier Reef Institute of TAFE, Bowen Campus  
Room AG.18 

11 and 12 October 02 
11 AM to 5 PM 

 
Dear Stakeholder 
 
Pacific Reef Fisheries is undertaking an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) to support an 
application to build a 250 hectare prawn farm at Guthalungra 40 km North of Bowen. In 
order to fully inform the local community of the proposal and the assessment process, 
and to obtain as much feedback as possible during the preparation of the EIS, Pacific 
Reef will be manning a public display during October.  
 
You, and any representatives of your organisation, are invited to visit the stand. The 
stand will be manned by Pacific Reef staff and consultants involved in the Environmental 
Impact Study. They will be available to discuss any aspect of the proposal and obtain 
your input. 
 
I will be in attendance personally over the two day period and look forward to meeting 
you. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Carl Young  
Partner  
Seafood Farming Services 
 
 
 

seafood farming services 
35 Market Street, Toowong Q 4066 

Ph: 07 3846 3351 Fax: 07 3217 7785 
carlyoung@ozemail.com.au 

 

mailto:carlyoung@ozemail.com.au


 

seafood farming services 
 
 
 
 
Address 
 
 
 
Dear Mr… 
 
RE: Guthalungra Prawn Farm Proposal   
 
On behalf of Pacific Reef Fisheries please find enclosed a final copy of the Terms of 
Reference for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Guthalungra Prawn 
Farm Development. The EIS process is progressing well and at this stage we are 
working towards completion of the draft document by the end of October 02. The draft 
EIS will then be released for public consultation for one month prior to assessment by 
Government agencies.  
 
I am particularly keen to discuss the proposal with near neighbours and adjacent 
landowners in more detail as the plans for the design and layout of the farm and 
infrastructure become finalised. I intend to be in Guthalungra during the second week of 
September (09 –13 September) and will have some detailed design information for you 
to look at. Please let me know if you or your representative is interested in meeting to 
discuss the proposal in more detail at this time. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carl Young 
Partner 
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Guthalungra Prawn Farm Proposal Quick Facts File 10 October 2002 
 
The Company  
 
Pacific Reef Fisheries (Bowen) is a fully incorporated business with a sole owner and 
single Director, Nick Mitris. Nick’s Son in law George and daughter Maria are heavily 
involved in the Guthalungra project. Pacific Reef has an existing 68 ha prawn operation 
at Alva Beach near Ayr. Mr Kevin Smyth is the General Manager; he has overall 
responsibility for the Guthalungra project. 
 
The Application Process: 
 
The Project has been declared a project of state significance pursuant to section 26 of 
the State Development and Public Works Organisations Act 1971. 
 
The project has triggered the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 and therefore requires Federal Approval. This is because the proposal is located 
adjacent to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and other environmentally sensitive 
areas.  
 
Pacific Reef is required to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The 
Federal environment agency, Environment Australia, has accredited the State’s 
Coordinator Generals Office to manage the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Statement.  
 
Pacific reef are now preparing the Environmental Impact Statement. This study is not 
complete. Public Consultation is part of this process.  
 
Once the EIS has been completed by Pacific Reef it will be submitted to the Coordinator 
General, and then released for public notification.  Individuals are able to make formal 
submissions on the project. These submissions are also recognised as submissions 
under the state planning process. 
 
Pacific Reef then has the opportunity to prepare a response to submissions in the form 
of a supplementary report. The Coordinator Generals Office then prepares an 
assessment report. If the EIS is approved, the application will enter the next phase of the 
approvals process, and state and federal permits issued. 
 
 
 
 

seafood farming services 
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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
 
There have been several contractors involved in the preparation of the EIS. The primary 
consultants to the project include Seafood Farming Services (coordination), Lambert and 
Rehbein (environmental), and Sinclair Knight Merz (Engineering & Design). 
 
The Location  
 
Guthalungra is located 40 km North of Bowen about 15 km south of Gumlu. The ponds 
will be built on land owned by Pacific reef and purchased for the purpose of prawn 
farming 3 years ago. The country was previously used for grazing. 
 
The Prawn Farm 
 
The proposal is for 250 hectares of production ponds. These ponds will be capable of 
producing around six tonnes of black tiger prawns per year. Black tiger prawns (Penaeus 
monodon) are native to Queensland waters, they will be the major species farmed. Other 
local species of prawn and fish will be trialled.  
 
Prawns are fed a manufactured diet made of fishmeal and other ingredients to provide 
protein, fat and carbohydrate in the correct nutritional profile for the prawn. The amount 
of protein in the diet is approximately 35%. Part of this is fishmeal. 
 
The prawn ponds are stocked with juvenile prawns called post larvae. The post larvae 
are all produced in Queensland from local parent stock.  
 
There are no antibiotics or drugs used in the grow-out production of prawns. There will 
not be a hatchery located on the Guthalungra site. There will be extensive processing 
and freezing facilities. 
 
Prawn farms install aerators to maintain adequate oxygen levels in the prawn ponds. 
Prawn ponds are often green in colour; this is because of the algae present in the water 
column. Prawn farmers strive to maintain a health algal bloom in the pond in order to 
shade the prawns during growth. 
 
Water Supply  
 
Water will be taken from Abbott Bay via a buried pipeline to the farm. The pipeline will be 
buried within existing road reserves and/or within an easement on adjacent property. A 
pump facility will be located behind the beach dune system within the road reserve or 
esplanade.  
 
Water will be discharged along pipes located next to the intake pipe. The Intake and 
discharge location will be in close proximity; around three kilometres north of the Elliott 
River and half a kilometre offshore. 
 



 

Water Treatment 
 
Water leaving prawn production ponds often has increased levels of nutrients. This 
mainly comes about because uneaten prawn food breaks up and dissolves, the nutrients 
are then either suspended in the water where they may be consumed by algae or 
deposited in the middle of the pond.  
 
In order to reduce the level of nutrients leaving the farm, and therefore going back into 
the ocean, discharge water will be treated and reused on the farm. Treatment may 
include a combination of settlement ponds to remove solids (e.g. clay and soil), filtration 
to remove finer particles, and biological treatment such as fish to remove algae.  
 
Discharge from prawn farms is different to waste from sewage treatment. The 
concentration of nutrients in water leaving a prawn farm is much much lower. There is 
very little organic material and no human health pathogens. 
  
Jobs  
 
Prawn farming is a labour hungry activity. On average one employee is required for 
every two hectares of production. It is envisaged that around 130 staff will be employed 
at Guthalungra. Almost 100 of these will be permanent positions. Prawn farming is an 
activity that requires a high level of skills. Pacific Reef is committed to introducing a 
comprehensive training program that could result in more than 75% of the jobs created 
at Guthalungra being filled by existing shire residents. 
 
Cultural Heritage 
 
The Gudjuda Reference group and the Giru Dala Council of elders have been involved 
in the EIS and a cultural heritage survey has been undertaken. 
 
Social Impacts  
 
Like many rural communities Bowen Shire has been experiencing a decline in population 
as traditional rural industries struggle to compete in increasingly competitive and fickle 
global markets. Aquaculture has been recognised as having potential for substantial 
growth in the Bowen region. Many of the flow on effects of an aquaculture operation are 
felt in the region in which the activity takes place. The ratio of jobs created for each 
aquaculture job is high compared to traditional rural industries. Queensland and South 
Australian Government data would suggest that around two and half jobs are created for 
every single job on-farm. It is likely that most of these jobs will be generated in the 
region. 
 


