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Introduction

China First Project

The mine

-

-

-
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The railway 

-
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The coal terminal
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Location – China First Coal project

China First project area and rail line
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1 Method

1 Desktop study and review of literature

-

2 Historical overview – key themes
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3 Consultation with community groups, interested parties

-
-

-

-
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4 Survey
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-
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5 Potential impact and mitigation strategies
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2 Review of registers and literature

-
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Australian Heritage Places Inventory
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Australian Heritage 

En-
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-
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-
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Local government registers
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Other reports and studies

-

 Bowen Downs and the Road to Bowen
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3 Historical overview

-

-

Exploring and knowing the land

-

-

of Carpentaria in the 

-

W  A  R  A  T  A  H    C  O  A  L    |     Galilee Coal Project - Environmental Impact Statement - August 2011



China First Project Non-Indigenous Cultural Heritage Assessment 11

-

-
-

-
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Pastoral development

-
-

-

-

-
-

-
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-
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Gastrolobium grandi-
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-

Bos indicus 
Bos taurus 

-

Bos indicus 

Mining

-
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4 Rail corridor–survey and assessment

Physical and natural features of corridor

-

Acaria harpophylla Eucalyptus

-
 Eucalyptus Acacia
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No Location Site Image

1 -23°18’4.42”

146°30’30.11”

Hobartville station. Early 

pastoral run in Alpha 

district. House possibly 

early 20th century. 

Homestead 1.3 km from 

rail corridor

2 -22°49’32.27”

146°33’22.01”

Tank

700 m SE of rail corridor

3 -22°47’40.93”

146°34’28.53”

Tank

200 m SE of rail corridor

4 -22°45’15.03”

146°36’18.93”

Tank

650 m SE of rail corridor

5 -22°39’42.49”

146°39’25.57”

Tank

600 m NW of rail corridor

6 -22°35’16.26”

146°43’32.96”

Tank

300 m N of rail corridor

7 -22°34’34.00”

146°44’1.11”

Tank

600 m NW of rail corridor

8 -22°30’32.43”

146°47’17.27”
Bigara Tank – (1000 x 400

m)

330 m NW of rail corridor

Inventory of sites

W  A  R  A  T  A  H    C  O  A  L    |     Galilee Coal Project - Environmental Impact Statement - August 2011



China First Project Non-Indigenous Cultural Heritage Assessment 17

No Location Site Image

9 -22°30’32.43”

146°47’17.27”

Clermont Lagan Road

10 -22°18’6.21”

146°55’0.30”

Tank

150 m E of rail corridor

11 -22°15’54.41”

146°55’58.40”

Tank and feed lot

12 -22°14’58.81”

146°57’5.90”

Tank

130 m SE of rail corridor

13 -22°11’12.20”

146°59’29.37”

Tanks

200 m SE of rail corridor
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No Location Site Image

14 -22° 1’46.68”

147° 3’55.13”

Feed lot (Laurel Hills)

730 m NW of rail corridor

15 -22° 0’45.13”

147° 4’51.62”

Gregory Developmental 

Road

16 -21°57’59.40”S

147° 5’5.85”E

Tank

400m W of rail corridor

17 -21°48’48.75”

147° 6’12.56”

Tank

150 m E of rail corridor

18 -21°35’41.61”
147°10’54.54”

Tank

130 m N of rail corridor
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No Location Site Image

19 -21°35’9.51”

147°11’14.26”

Weetalaba homestead

640 m N of rail corridor

20 -21°34’30.44”

147°12’35.44”

Tanks

450 m N of rail corridor

21 -21°32’18.16”

147°18’59.27”

Tank and cultivation

500 m N of rail corridor

22 -21°26’56.58”

147°24’17.72”

Suttor Developmental 

Road
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No Location Site Image

23 - 21°26’40.29”

147°24’9.30”

Cattle yards and tank

400 m NNW of rail 

corridor

24 -21°14’34.94”

147°35’2.23”

Bowen Developmental 

Road

25 -20°56’11.83”

147°43’36.22”

Tank

60 m E of rail corridor

26 -20°50’41.11”

147°43’37.98”

Cattle yards

 5m W of rail corridor
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No Location Site Image

27 -20°50’8.28”

147°43’42.90”

Tank

28 -20°47’57.32”

147°43’19.07”

Tank

250 m E of rail corridor

29 -20°43’46.95”

147°43’19.07”

Bowen River

30 -20°35’58.24”

147°42’37.84”

Colinton homestead

600 m W of rail corridor

31 -20°29’22.30”
147°44’36.26”

Windmill and tank

70 m E of rail corridor
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No Location Site Image

32 -20°24’31.31”

147°44’49.28”

Cattle yards

40 m E of rail corridor

33 -20°23’16.40”

147°44’42.46”

Tank

50 m W of rail corridor

34 -20°16’37.25”

147°47’45.34”

Cattle yards

550 E of rail corridor

35 -20°16’26.09”

147°47’45.26”

Glenalpine homestead 

and outbuildings

500 m E of rail corridor
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No Location Site Image

36 -” 20° 4’40.16”

147°50’35.54”

Dam

100 m E of rail corridor

37 -19°58’8.66”

147°57’47.49”

Bruce Highway

38 -20°22’13.44”

147°44’10.01”

Mountain Creek 

Changing station

The remnants of a 

changing station are 

located 600 m west 

of the proposed rail 

corridor. The remnants 

include stone flagging 

that was probably the 

floor of a kitchen (top). 

An ant bed floor 8 x 10

m was located near 

the kitchen. Fragments 

of 19th century 

pottery nd also bottle 

fragmentswere scattered 

throughout the site a 

(middle).

A small depression, 

possibly a well, was 

located 50 m to the west 

of the main site and 

immediately adjacent to 
the road. (bottom)

This changing station 

appears to be located on 

a branch road that joined 

the main Bowen Downs 

Road at Eton Vale.

ff
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39 -20°11’58.32”

147°48’40.68”

Bowen Downs Road

The Bowen Downs 

Road traverses Eton 

Vale station. Evidence of 

the road survives in the 

Bogie River and Sandy 

Creek crossings, stone 

pitching, small quarries 

adjacent to the road and 

water facilities. The road 

follows an existing stock 

from the Bogie River to 

Bowen.

Site of intersection of 

Bowen Downs road with 

proposed rail line.(top)

Small quarry adjacent to 

road (middle).

Crossing of Bogie River 

(bottom).
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Homesteads

-

-

-

Dams/earth tanks

-

-

Windmills

-

-
-
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Roads

-

-

-
-

Cattle yards

Early roads and associated facilities

-

-

Eton Vale remnants
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Approximate location of 
intersection of rail and Bowen 
Downs Road

Changing station

crossing
Bowen Downs Road at Spring Creek 

crossing
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Bogie River 

Bowen Downs Road 

Proposed railway 
Strathalbyn Road 

Eton Vale homestead Val VVal

0 1 2 km

N

Kinnahaird Hotel

Bogie River crossing
Spring Creek crossing 

Quarry 

SSpprrpp iinn
gg
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Creek crossing Bogie River
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Changing station

-

-

Historic roads – assessment of significance 

-
-

-

-

Track

Well

50 m

Stone flagging

Ant bed base

Bottle fragments

Post hole

N
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5 Abbot Point – survey and assessment

-

Location of sites

1

4

6

5

3 2

Abbot Point State 
Development Area
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No Location Site Image

1 -19°58’37.42”

148° 0’10.34

Homestead

2 -19°57’50.99”

148° 2’8.90”

Dam

3 -19°57’51.46”

148° 2’26.72”

Dam

4 -19°56’42.45”

148° 3’2.65”

Homestead

5 -19°56’6.06”

148° 2’40.61”

Dam

6 -19°53’23.84”

148° 2’46.62”

Beach house

Inventory of sites
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Assessment of significance

The beach house

-
-

-

-

-
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6 China First mine site – survey 
and assessment

the
-
-
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-

-

Exploration lease

Open cut mine and associated 
facilities

Underground mine 

China First mine site 
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Assessment of significance

-
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7 Impacts and mitigation strategies

-

Rail corridor – Historic roads and changing stations

-

Recommendation

-

Recommendation

Through access on the Bowen Dowens Road should be maintained where it 
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Abbot Point coal terminal facilities

-

Recommendation

China First mine site

-
-

Recommendation

Monitoring archaeological artifacts
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Queensland
-

Sec 89 Requirement to give notice about discovery of archaeological 
artefact

-

  person discovers the thing; and

Sec 90 Offence about interfering with discovery

-
-

Archaeological artefact

Archaeological artefact does not include a thing that is aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Management Plan

-
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-
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8 Conclusion

-
-

-
-
-
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References
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